From the Rector

‘Baptism & Crucifixion’

I can’t help being struck by the story of former Big
Brother star Jade Goody who’s been given only weeks to
live (indeed she is likely to have died by the time this
magazine reaches you). She was diagnosed with terminal
cancer on 14™ February 2009. Since then she has married
her partner, Jack Tweed, and together with her two sons,
Bobby (5) and Freddie (4) was baptised into the name of
Jesus Christ on 7™ March 2009. She publicly became a
Christian. What a sad story and yet from a Christian per-
spective, what an inspiring way to react, both in getting
married and in being baptised. You may not have rated
her highly before — but boy what courage she has shown
at the end of her life.

As we approach Easter, we take time to remember
what it means to take the name of Jesus — to become a
Christian. Jesus had committed no crime and yet was
executed as though he had committed a capital crime.
The form of execution preferred by the Roman occupi-
ers of the day was crucifixion. Jesus was horribly
beaten; a process known as ‘scourging’ was used
whereby the guards flogged him with a whip of sev-
eral strands of leather weighted with pieces of metal
and bones. Then Jesus was forced to carry a six-foot
cross beam until he collapsed. Six-inch nails were
hammered through his wrists and feet as he was nailed
to the Cross. Why on earth would an innocent man
accept this? The simple answer is because he loves us
a lot more than many of us can get our heads around.

As many of you are aware, I take baptism very seriously
and encourage all who approach me to discuss baptism to
think seriously about what it means and the promises we
make when we are baptised or have our children baptised.
That’s because I see it in the context of Jesus’ crucifixion.
Indeed crucifixion and baptism are strongly tied together.
Both are about death and resurrection; death to the old life
as we commit ourselves to a new life in the way of Christ.
It is no little thing we do when we are baptised. It is
about committing the whole of our lives and all that we
are to the lordship and rule of Jesus Christ, the one we
believe is God in human form. That’s what it means to be
a Christian. It’s not a fluffy thing but a serious decision
to follow the way of Jesus Christ and that decision should
affect all other decisions we make in life. Of course we
will mess up from time to time — my wife will tell you in
my case it’s a lot more frequent than ‘from time to

time’ (!) — but we should never forget that in making the
decision to be baptised into the name of Christ we set a
new direction for our lives.

As a church we have a very open policy on baptism
(subject to legal requirements), such that anyone who
approaches the church can be confident that if they want
baptism for themselves or their infants, they will be able
to have that. As the Rector I will never say ‘No’. Ulti-

mately it’s a decision that is between them and the Lord.
My focus will be to encourage people to engage fully with
the significance of baptism.

For I believe Jesus didn’t die on that Cross for no good
reason. He died like that because he was paying a heavy
price for our sinfulness and because he wants us to be
able to live a life free from the consequences of guilt, both
now and after we die. And, in an apparent conundrum,
we discover that freedom as we submit to his lordship in
our lives. Jade Goody may have left it late — but my
prayer is that her commitment to Christ in the last weeks
of her life inspires many more to ask me about the Chris-
tian faith and whether they too can be baptised — for what
delights me most about my job is seeing people come to a
real faith in the crucified and risen Jesus Christ.

Your friend and rector,

Wykeham Group Ministry
The Parishes of
Swanmore, Shedfield and
Wickham

Saturday 25th April
Paterson Centre, Swanmore
10 a.m. to 12 noon

Come and have a cup of tea or
coffee and look around the stalls
Plants, Cakes, Books,
Raffle, Games

EVERYONE WELCOME!

Proceeods will be donated to
HOPE Now and
waltham Chase Pre-School




EDITORIAL.

Those of us of a certain age, war babies,
baby-boomers, 'children of the revolution',
etc. or simply the over 55s, might be inter-
ested in a new initiative being promoted by
Winchester City Council, the Over 55 Ac-
tion Forum. For those who feel that this
age group is neglected and under repre-
sented, here is a golden opportunity to form
or join a local group of like minded villag-
ers and address the interests and issues of
their generation. Interested? Call Nicola
Lawrence on 01962 848497.

For those feeling a bit more active, what
about joining the Tuesday evening adult
dance class, jive, salsa, lindy-hop or the
gentler, more structured Pilates Class? De-
tails on page 15.

I found it rather rewarding, and heart-
warming, that the various RNLI events held
in Wickham last year raised over £2,000,
which is the approximate cost of the fuel
needed to operate the new Hayling Island
Life Boat for one year. We often give
money to charities without knowing where
it goes to, our donations last year might not
go directly to Hayling Island RNLI Station,
but it's a nice thought.

Spring!

It’s only four short weeks ago, as we 'put
the March edition to bed' that most of Eng-
land was blanketed in snow and ice. Wick-
ham had heavy rain and the inevitable
flooding of several low lying properties.
Today, mid March, the daffs are bright and
breezy, the early buds are on the trees and
the mercury is climbing into the mid teens

(or 60°F. in old money).

It's no wonder that the early Britons cast
off their clothes, sang and danced around
the oak tree in celebration of having sur-
vived another winter.

Den Boylan
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This is the logo of the Friends. By the time you read
this, we shall have had our inaugural meeting. We
are very keen to recruit more “Friends” and thereby
ensure our church remains in good repair, so our chil-
dren and children's children can enjoy its beauty.
Please make the effort to contact me;

John Landaw on 01329 830088
friends@stnicholas.org.uk

The Secret Churches of Lalibela.

An African feature by D Boylan.

On a stark, lofty plateau, high in the Ethiopian Highlands,
400 klms north of Addis Ababa lies a unique collection of
Coptic Christian Churches. They are not the great, towering
stone churches, with spires, steep roofs, sprawling wings
and giant double doors, which we have come to know.
These ancient Godly structures are carved from the vol-
canic mountain-sides or chiseled deep into the rocky sub-
strata.

A small group of ‘buildings’ are all that remains of a once
grand city, thirteen Churches, lying underground or carved
into the stone of caves and interlinked by a series of tun-
nels, catacombs, and narrow passages. Many are still in
daily use and pilgrims, holy men and local villagers come at
dawn and dusk to pray. Travelers, who brave the long and
arduous overland journey to see them, marvel at the ingenu-
ity and skill of the early builders.

They were built during the 11th century by an Aksumite
Christian, King Lalibela, who, following a visit from God,
was instructed to take his people into the hills and construct
many churches. The temples were created in a variety of
architectural styles, Roman, Greek, Arabesque, Byzantium
and Persian, some simple and basic, others elegant and
flamboyant with grand terraced entrances, classic, superbly
carved colonnades and porticoes. The interiors are equally
elaborate and ornate decorated with magnificent, biblical
wall murals. All the Churches were ‘built’ without timber,
metal frames or supporting structures. There are no founda-
tions, supporting columns or roof fabrications, no wooden

(Continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 2)
doors or window frames, no cement, brick or stone work,
just a series of free standing temples, hollowed, inside and
out, from the volcanic rock.

Some stand inside narrow crevices or in underground geo-
logical faults, some lie entirely below ground, others inside
caves or hollowed from the vertical rock face. Almost all are
hidden from view. They are a religious and architectural
phenomenon and provide a fabulous link with a lost civilisa-
tion. They are protected by a UNESCO ruling and have been
described as the Eighth wonder of the world.

. The maze of churches offers a tremendous variety of de-
signs and styles: Grecian pillars, Arabesque windows, an-
cient swastika and Star of David carvings, arches, and Egyp-
tian-like interiors. The main cluster of 10 churches are lo-
cated in the village centre and are named, Bet Golgotha,
Bet Mia'el, Bet Maryam, Betk Meskel, Bet Danaghel, Bet-
medhane Alem, Bet Amanuel, Bet Merkorios, Bet Abba
Libanos, and Bet Gabriel-Rufa'el. The interiors are lofty,
cool, quiet, timeless and peaceful.

Historians and archaeologists have been unable to produce a
clear account of the purpose or reason for the building of
this holy community and much local myth and legend clouds
historic fact. The local villagers continue to maintain that the
man responsible for their creation was King Lalibela who
lived from 1181 to 1221. They say that while he was under
the influence of a sleeping potion administered by his jeal-
ous brother, angels carried him to heaven. God told him to
return to earth and construct a collection of unique churches.
They say that he was aided by a host of angels who came
armed with masonry tools!

Builders and historians agree that it would have required the
work of 40,000 masons to carve the series of temples with
their elaborate system of grottoes, courtyards, caverns, and
walls....all hewn from of the mauve-coloured rock.

Another legend says the King visited Jerusalem and saw
fabulous temples and vowed that when he returned he would
create a New Jerusalem in central Ethiopia. The Jerusalem
theme is in keeping with many of the building styles. The
rock churches, though connected to one another by maze-
like tunnels, are physically separated by a small river that
the Ethiopians named the Jordan. Churches on one side of
the river represent the earthly Jerusalem, while those on the
other side represent the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of jew-
els and golden walkways, hinted at in the Bible.

Ethiopia lies between the Red Sea and the Blue Nile in what
is often referred to as the fertile crescent and the cradle of
civilisation. Recent excavations have unearthed humanoid
remains said to be three million years old.

During the 1st millennium BC, Semitic people from Saaba
(Sheba, Yemen) crossed the Red Sea and conquered the
Hamites on the west coast of what was eventually to become
the Ethiopian Empire. An early settlement, the Aksum,
spread across the land during the 1st century AD and created
an advanced civilisation. An early King, Ezana, was con-
verted to Christianity during the 4th century and the fledg-
ling religion, and a series of temples and monasteries, spread
among the population over the next 2 centuries. By the 2nd
century AD, the victors had established the kingdom of Ak-
sum, ruled by the Solomonid dynasty, which claimed direct
descent from the biblical King Solomon and the Queen of

Sheba.

Aksum converted to Christianity in the 4th century and be-
long to the same tradition as the Coptic Christians of Egypt
whose empire flourished for several hundred years. From the
7th century onwards, Aksum declined as the Solomonids
gradually lost control of their realm. In the mid 11th century,
the Aksumites clashed with the new and powerful rulers and
following at least one small war or invasion, clashed with

them and sent them packing. To avoid further bloodshed, the
Aksumites left the fertile plains and took to the hills for
protection .
The names of the churches evoke hints of Hebrew, a lan-
guage related to the Hamo-Semitic dialect still used in
Ethiopian church liturgies:
"Beta Medhane Alem" (the House of the Savior of the
World).

"Beta Qedus Mikael" (the House of St. Michael),

"Beta Amanuel" (the House of Emmanuel) remind
readers of the Hebrew "beth," meaning ‘house’.
.They are all in use today. Worshippers creep along the
winding passages, down steps of hewn stone, worn smooth
over the passing centuries, and across carved bridges. Some
pause and gaze at the splendour of the rich carvings and
elaborately painted interiors. The amazing architecture of the
churches of Lalibela is enhanced by the stark beauty of the
surroundings hills and by their location in the heart of a
picturesque village, nestled high in the hills.
The largest church is Bete Giorgis (House of St. George)
and is dedicated to the patron saint of Ethiopia. According to
legend, when King Lalibela had almost completed the first
two groups of churches, Saint George appeared to him, in
full armour and riding his white horse and sharply re-
proached the king for not having constructed a house for
him. Lalibela is said to have promised to build the most
beautiful church in the region for the saint. Bete Giorgis is a
nearly perfect cube, hewn in the shape of a cross with con-
centric crosses are carved on its roof. There are no steps
down the nearly perpendicular sides of the deep pit and ac-
cess is gained via rickety ladders. Here, at dawn each day,
monks changed and beat drums as the courtyard fills with
shepherds and villagers. Some remove their shoes, making
the sign of the cross as they entered the church, while others
stand outside to pray.

Although its floor plan is in the shape of a cross with nearly
equal arms, the church is arranged so that the main entrance
is in the west and the altar in the east. The nine windows of
the bottom row are blind; the twelve windows above are
pierced and have offset arches crowned with a beautiful
semi palmate cross motif. The cross-shaped Bete Giorgis
Church, at twelve meters high, is the loftiest of the Lalibela
monoliths. It stands on a tall, elaborate three-tiered plinth,
and its surrounding courtyard is cool, roughly hewn and is
worn smooth from the passage of time. A number of sloping
caves have been carved into the courtyard walls; some are
used as cells and austere dwelling places of monks and
priests, others as burial chambers.

The other churches serve a variety of functions and pur-
poses at various times of the Christian calendar, Christmas,
Easter services, Baptisms, weddings and funerals. Morning
services, often beginning before dawn, are attended by hun-
dreds of white robed priests, monks and chanting, candle
carrying villagers who meander through the village towards
the temples. The religious gatherings are said to be some of
the most emotive and moving ceremonies, timeless, tradi-
tional and unchanged in a thousand years.

Here is a holy and historic place, steeped in wonder, fable
and intrigue. It is an elevated, isolated place, far off the
beaten track and access is gained only by days of difficult
travel, as a legendary King intended. For the determined
traveller, the lofty, windswept, tranquillity is a place for
peace and meditation, where an ancient King, driven by a
wistful dream and a Godly command, created a holy city.
Lalibela, where ancient churches, and time, stand still.

0000000
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Christian care for families

In March we had a meeting similar to
one we had last year when members spoke
about their roots. This proved as enjoyable
and fascinating as it did last time.

Two magazines were given out at our
meeting. One was “Contact” which gives us
details of Diocesan events. The other was
“Families Worldwide” which tells us of hap-
penings in our country and provides a Prayer
Diary for people and places here and abroad.
One entry has a photograph of the Queen
awarding an MBE to a lady of a hundred and
one for services to the community. She has
been a MU member for seventy one years
and is still hosting a missionary prayer group
where she lives.

In April Canon Brian Phillips is com-
ing to us to lead a bible study.

Anne Marshall
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Date for the Diary
April

Tues. 14" 14.15 Mothers’ Union meets at
21, Manor Close.

Sat  25™  10.00
ocesan Council.

Mothers’ Union Di-
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Where will our money go?

Some may be wondering exactly what the
charities stand for we are supporting with
our Lent Lunches this year. We usually
choose to support one fairly local charity

and one from overseas. This year the local
charity i1s Emmaus Hampshire - a charity
offering homeless men and women a home,
work and the chance to rebuild their self-
respect in a supportive community environ-
ment. For more information

see www.emmaushampshire.org.uk . It has
had some publicity in the press and on tele-
vision.

The overseas charity, Deep Griha, which
means' Light is an independent charitable
organisation that has been working to better
the lives of people living in the slums in
Pune, India. Since work began in 1975 Deep
Griha Society has helped thousands of peo-
ple through a range of education, self-help,
nutrition and health programmes.

Churches Together Quiet Half Hours

28™ April, St Nicholas Church, Wickham
26" May, Holy Cross Church, Durley
30™ June, Corhampton Church

All held on Tuesday, starting at 7.30pm and
lasting 30 minutes

Farping P riarmans e s
Tl i ™h il IFem T A
200 jn T Wy

1irkris LI -
it P A O e aind e

Pk Pl P fme




Christian Aid Walk 2009

Walking to help others

There is always something new to discover on the
annual Deanery Walk for Christian Aid and this year
will be no exception. We invite you to come and
explore another part of our beautiful Hampshire
countryside. We shall follow a circular route of un-
der ten miles, taken at your own pace, with an alter-
native of about five miles.

So book the date now: Sunday 10th May 2009,

starting at 2.00 pm.
from St Peter's Church Hall,

Free Street, Bishop's Waltham.

Everyone is welcome.
Sponsorship forms will be available from Easter
Sunday.

Jane Goulson

Bible - Sylvia Wells

Can you imagine yourself to be the nun that is sitting
at her desk grading these papers all the while trying to
keep a straight face and maintain her composure!

pay special attention to the wording and spelling. it
comes from a catholic elementary school test kids
were asked questions about the old and new
testaments. the following statements about the bible
were written by children. they have not been
retouched or corrected. incorrect spelling has been
left in.

1. In the first book of the bible, guinessis. god got
tired of creating the world so he took the sabbath off.

2. Adam and eve were created from an apple tree.
noah's wife was joan of ark. noah built an ark and the

animals came on in pears.

3. Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the day, but a
ball of fire during the night.

4. The jews were a proud people and throughout
history they had trouble with unsympathetic genitals.

5. Sampson was a strongman who let himself be led
astray by a jezebel like delilah.

6. Samson slayed the philistines with the axe of the
apostles.

7. Moses led the jews to the red sea where they made

Unleavened bread which is bread without any
ingredients.

8. The egyptians were all drowned in the dessert.
afterwards, moses went up to mount cyanide to get
the ten commandments.

9. The first commandments was when eve told adam
to eat the apple.

10. The seventh commandment is thou shalt not
admit adultery.

11. Moses died before he ever reached canada . then
joshua led the hebrews in the battle of geritol.

12. The greatest miricle in the bible is when joshua
told his son to stand still and he obeyed him.

13. David was a hebrew king who was skilled at
playing the liar. he fought the finkelsteins, a race of

people who lived in biblical times.

14. Solomon, one of davids sons, had 300 wives and
700 porcupines.

15. When mary heard she was the mother of jesus,
she sang the magna carta.

16. When the three wise guys from the east side
arrived they found jesus in the manager.

17. Jesus was born because mary had an immaculate
contraption.

18. St. john the blacksmith dumped water on his head
19. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do
unto others before they do one to you. he al so

explained a man doth not live by sweat alone.

20. It was a miricle when jesus rose from the dead
and managed to get the tombstone off the entrance.

21. The people who followed the lord were called the
12 decibels.

22. The epistels were the wives of the apostles.

23. One of the oppossums was st. matthew who was
also a taximan.

24. St. paul cavorted to christianity, he preached holy
acrimony which is another name for marraige.

25. Christians have only one spouse. this is called
monotony.



COME AND PLAY
SKITTLES
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IN SUPPORT OF
THE ROWANS HOSPICE

( REGISTERED CHARITY 299731 )

THE KINGS HEAD WICKHAM

FRIDAY 29 MAY
£9-95 INCLUDING SUPPER

TICKETS IN ADVANCE FROM THE KINGS HEAD

OR SAE with cheque made payable to ‘The Rowans Hosplce'.
Post to: Support Group - Skittles, Orchard Cottage,
34 West Street, Southwick, Hampshire, PO17 6EA

ORGANISED BY SOUTHWICK - BOARHUNT - MEON SUPPORT GROUP

HOSPICE TRAVEL
supporting

MEDITERRANEAN
FUNDRAISING CRUISE
IN 'OCEANA’

19 SEPTEMBER - 3 OCTOBER 2009
14 NIGHTS FROM SOUTHAMPTON

Visiting Barcelona - Spain;
Monte Carlo - Monaco; Elba - Italy;
Rome - Italy; Naples - Italy;
Cartagena - Spain and Gibraltar

Information and Booking form available by
sending a stamped
self addressed 9" x 4" envelope to: Hospice
Travel (Cruise 2009)
Orchard Cottage, 34 West Street, Southwick,
Hampshire, PO17 6EA

@ 01329 237890/ 023 9238 2433 / 07940
805431
Or E-mail: rowanstravel@yahoo.co.uk

Call for new Blue Badge Tourist
Guides in Central Southern

England
Central Southern England is rich in history,
architecture and literary connections. If you love
your region and would like to share it, why not train
to be a qualified Tourist Guide and wear the coveted
Blue Badge, the highest qualification for Tourist
Guiding.

Training programme lasts approximately 2 years

costing £2,700.

Registered Blue Badge Tourist Guides are:
. Friendly and welcoming

. Highly qualified and knowledgeable
. Efficient organizers

. Fully Insured

We welcome applicants representing a wide range of

cultural backgrounds and languages.

The course will be held at Eastleigh College,
Chestnut Avenue, Eastleigh Hampshire.

For application form and further information contact
Programme Director by e-mail:

bluebadgecourse@btinternet.com



ST. NICHOLAS’ CHURCH AND WICKHAM VILLAGE FETE
SATURDAY 13™ JUNE, 2009

The Fete is held each year in the beautiful
gardens of Beverley

Gates open at 12.30

Do make a note in your diary to come and enjoy:

STALLS ~ BBQ ~ PIMMS TENT

GAMES ~ CHILDREN'S FUN CORNER
AUCTION ~ GRAND DRAW
LIVE MUSIC
SCARECROW COMPETITION

Please start saving items for the following stalls:
Books, toiletries, gifts, bottles, bric a brac,
tombola, DVD’s and CD’s.

Thank you to all those who have already signed
up to help — we particularly need:

Loan of a trailer to move tables and chairs from
the community centre
Volunteers to help on the stalls and in the tea
tent
One or two people to sell ice creams

Please contact - Sue Pittam (828589) Judy
Lucas (833655) Niki Cartwright (833749) or Di
Frost (832633) — we look forward to hearing
from you!

Grand Draw 2009

Once again the Summer Grand Draw will take
place at the Fete on 13 June 2009. and once
again has been well supported by our local trad-
ers in the village.

The first prize is £200.00, the second £100.00
and there are two generous prizes of £75.00
vouchers donated by Tulls the Butcher and Hem-
ings Hardware. Those of you who are local will
know of both the quality of Tulls meat and the
diverse products available in the Hemings Alad-
din’s cave. There will be many other prizes all
donated by our generous local traders and we
thank them for their support again this year.

Tickets will be enclosed in the May Magazine as
usual and we shall be asking you to help sell
them but there will be more about this later.

Meanwhile we ask you to start thinking about
any Grand Draw prizes that you might like to
donate. Cash donations are very acceptable as
we have to cover the main cash prizes before we
have any profit for the Church.

I shall be writing in the May magazine with more

details but for now let’s all pray for good weather on
the day of the Fete.

SCARECROW

COMPETITION

As part of this year's Fete
on Saturday 13™ June 2009

,f; L 5 we are
/. T4 . runninga
i) | special
\ASSEER ( /  competition
2 ~  that is open
|I_II A s .-\._h : o 1-0
% I":ﬁf.',r? T
A " individuals,
SN a groups and
organisations.

All you have to do is build a scarecrow of
your own design using whatever
materials you have to hand.

There are 3 groups:
Made by up to 2 people,
Made by up to 6 people and
Made by any organisation (eg Scouts)

The rules are simple:
maximum height 1.5 metres
must have a central pole which can be
fixed to a support or stake for display
purposes

entry fee - £1.00



Meon Valley Citizens’ Advice
Bureau

Q. The company I work for hasn’t been
doing so well recently and there are
rumours they are going to be making a lot
of people redundant. What are my rights
in this situation? How do I know whether
I’ve been chosen fairly and do I have to
accept the redundancy?

A. Where an employer is making 20 or more
employees redundant, this is called a ‘collective
redundancy’. An employer making a collective
redundancy has to consult with a recognised trade
union, an employer should consult with employee
representatives before issuing redundancy notices.

You can only be dismissed because you are genuinely
redundant, for example, your company’s business, or
part of the business, is ceasing to operate, moving to a
different place, or the type of work required by the
business has ceased or diminished or is expected to
diminish.

When your employer chooses who to make
redundant, it is illegal to use selection criteria which
discriminate against anyone because of age, gender,
race, disability, sexual orientation, religion or belief.
For example, if all the people chosen for redundancy
are women, this would usually be sex discrimination
and unfair dismissal.

To be entitled to statutory redundancy pay you need
to have worked for the firm for at least two years
continuously since the age of 16 and be an employee.
Self-employed people do not qualify. If you do not
meet these conditions, you won’t get a statutory
redundancy payment, even if you are genuinely
redundant. If you are excluded from statutory
redundancy payment you may still be entitled to
contractual redundancy pay from your employer
under your contract.

This is a complicated area and if you are in this
position you should seek the help of an experienced
adviser.

For further information on redundancy contact your
local CAB at Well House, 2 Brook Street, Bishop's
Waltham, SO32 1AX, Tel. No. (01489) 896376 open
from 9.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday. We also run an advice
surgery at Wickham Community Centre, Mill Lane,
Wickham on Thursdays from 10.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m,
If this is not convenient, please note our Thursday
evening appointments only session (from 4 to 7
p-m.) at the Bishop’s Waltham Bureau. You can also
e-mail us on bishopswaltham(@cabnet.org.uk with
your problem. You can also go to our local website
www.bishopswalthamcab.org.uk or you can go to the

national Citizens Advice website
www.adviceguide.org.uk

We are currently recruiting volunteers to train as
Adyvisors. If you are interested in becoming a
CAB volunteer please contact us as above.

PLEASE NOTE OUR INCREASED HOURS!

9.30am till 2.30pm
(telephone and drop-in)
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays

TRUSTEE REQUIRED
BISHOPS WALTHAM & THE MEON VALLEY CAB

are seeking new members for their Management
Committee

who are actively interested in the work of Citizens’
Advice Bureaux
and who would like to become involved with their local
service

For more information and an informal chat about the role

Please call 01489 896376
or e-mail
bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk

s 1 A ST. GEORGE’S DINNER

o SATURDAY 25T APRIL, 2009

iE _-*- 7.30pm

in the Church Room

A three course meal
Some entertainment but no raffle!

Bring your own wine. £15.00 per person

Limited number of places -
please book early

To book, contact: 01329 833655 or
events@stnicholaswickham.org.uk

All proceeds to St. Nicholas Church,
Wickham




Fishing Festival lands a big one!

In the depths of January the Meon Valley Lions
once again supported the Ford Sports Sea
Angling Club with their annual charity fishing
festival on Weston Shore, Southampton.
Although the Ford club’s own Mark Ramsay
carried off the top prize of £600 on the day of the
event, the real winner was the Naomi House
charity.

During the recent prize presentation ceremony at
Ford’s Southampton Sports and Social Club,
Peter Oates (Ford SAC organiser) and Ron
Wilson Secretary of Meon Valley Lions,
presented a cheque for £1,800 to the Winchester
based, children’s hospice charity. Thanks to the
hard work of the Ford Sports SAC and the Lions,
plus the generous support of the Transport &
General Workers Union, the cheque matched last
year’s previous effort, taking the total raised for
Naomi House to around £27,000 in the 34 years
since the event began.

Accepting the donation on behalf of Naomi
House, Mary Rochford, Chair of the Solent Fund
Raising group expressed her thanks and said,
“We understand these are difficult and uncertain
economic times, especially for workers at Ford
and it is therefore even more fantastic that
everyone has been able to continue to support our
Charity in this way. Naomi House has also been a
victim of the economic recession, losing
significant investment funding for a new building
as a result of the Icelandic banking crisis, so the
cheque has come at just the right time.”

Swanmore Fete — the programme is taking
shape

With winter falling away, our thoughts are
turning to the summer ahead and the Swanmore
Annual Carnival and Fete on Saturday 11™ July
2009. Already there are some great attractions
confirmed, including the spectacular Tigers
Junior Motorcycle display team, which proved
such a hit 2 years ago. Also confirmed, and back
by popular demand are the Chequered Flag step
dancing team and the Newtown school of Dance.
This year we welcome for the first time a display
from the Community Responders, a volunteer
organisation that provides an amazing and largely
unrecognised emergency response service to the

Meon Valley Lions Club

residents of Swanmore, Bishops Waltham and
other surrounding villages. They have saved the
lives of so many local people by managing the
critical first minutes following a heart attack or
collapse, stabilising the patient before the
ambulance service can arrive. Lion Club member
Peter Loy is just one person who owes his life to
them.

This year’s Carnival Parade will not feature fully
decorated floats as in previous years, but will
instead take the form of a walking parade open
to all local clubs and societies. The theme is
sport - so come on all you local organisations,
here is the chance to showcase just what you do!
Please call [an Adams on 01489 894932 to
register your interest. Enquiries from interested
Stall-holders may also be made via this number.

New Lions Member

Meon Valley Lions would like to welcome Roger
Morfill who officially joined our club at the
February meeting. Roger lives in Swanmore,
having moved to the village three years ago
following a number of years spent running the
Post Office in Corhampton.

Photo: (L to R)

Peter Oates Ford Sports Sea Angling Club

Mary Rochford, Chair of Solent Fund-raising
Group (Naomi House)

Ron Wilson, Secretary Meon Valley Lions Club.
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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Wickham Community Centre, Mill Lane, Wickham, Hants. PO17 5AL
Telephone: 01329 833688 Email: wickhamcentre@btconnect.com
Web: www.wickhamcommunitycentre.org.uk

April 2009

Rifle Club Monday 7.30 - 9pm

Wickham Community Centre is
hosting another Beer Festival

SPRING
I'l:

Saturday 4" April starting at 11.30am
Not to be missed!

Ladies Circuits (term time only)
Tuesday 10 - 11am

Dance Academy Tuesdays 7 - 9pm

Scallywags Dog Training Tuesday
6.30 - 9.30pm

Cubs Wednesdays 6.30 - 8pm
Youth Club Wednesday 6 - 8pm
Slimming World Wednesday 7pm
CAB Thursday 10.30 - 1.30pm
Beavers Thursday 6 - 7pm

Tamar Blackbelts Thursday 6 -7pm

Listening to Young People

Read the report on the

What Do You Think? Consultation with
our young people on page 13

Master 1. T.
BECOME FAMILIAR
WITH COMPUTERS

Start by finding the ‘ON’ button and
progress at your own pace with Gordon
& Terry.

Six, one hour sessions, each Thursday
starting at 2.00pm 23rd April at
Wickham Community Centre.

Course Fee £20.

To enrol contact the Community Centre

April activities and events for
your diary

Three Bears Playgroup every morning
9.30-11.30

Scouts Mondays 7 - 9pm
Keep Fit Monday 6 - 7pm
Weight Watchers Monday 7pm
Charity Commission Reg. No. 1090544

Companies House Reg. No. 4329669
VAT Reg. No. 787 4273 82

Youth Club Thursday 6 - 8pm
Pennywise Dog Flyball Thursday 7 - 9pm
Pilates Fridays 10 - 11am
Rifle Club Saturdays 10 - 12 noon
Tamar Blackbelts Saturdays 1 - 2pm
6" April Teadance 1.30 - 4pm
4™ April Beer Festival 12noon - 11.30pm
5™ April Fareham Cavy Guinea Pigs
7th April USA meeting
11th April Rock & Roll 8pm

13" April Bank Holiday Memory Lane
Fayres 10.30 - 3.30pm

18" April Youth Rock Music
19th April Tack Sale
20" April Teadance 1.30 - 4pm
21st April U3A meeting
25th April Ballroom Dance 7 - 11.15pm
26th April Athena Fayre
30" April Blood Donors

These are just some of the many activities and
events happening in your village.

We look forward to seeing you!

o

Supported by
Hampshire County Council
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WICKHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL

Key Stage 1

There was great excitement on the Key

Stage 1 Playground when Mrs Burton cut
the tape and declared the new Playground
shelter officially ‘open’. The shelter has

already provided many exciting ‘role play’
scenarios for the children.

The parents have used it daily as an area to
not only wait in before walking their chil-
dren home, but also have benefited by using
it to shelter in whilst watching their children
join in the activities of the KS1 Multiskills
club.

The shelters on both KS1 and KS2 play-
grounds were funded by the success of the
school’s Travel Plan. The grant was
awarded to encourage more children to walk
to/from school and since the first Travel
Plan survey the percentage of children who
now walk has increased from 36% to 46%.
We are still aiming for our target of 50% by
the end of the Summer Term.

11

The school has joined the WoW scheme
which encourages the children to walk to
school at least once a week. The children
record on their monthly WoW cards the
number of times they have walked that
month. At the end of the month each child
who has completed a card, walking to school
at least once a week, receives a badge, a cer-
tificate and their card goes into the WoW
Machine for a chance to win that months
prize.

The following prizes have been awarded :
Swim Vouchers for Fareham Leisure Centre
Child tickets to Marwell Zoological Park
Family ticket to Longdown Activity Farm
Family ticket to Manor Farm

2 tickets to the Bluereef Aquarium
Go-Bowling game vouchers

Many thanks to all the supporting businesses
and we would also be extremely grateful for
any further prize donations to support this
successful scheme, ‘Active Kids are Healthy
Kids’.

Mrs Agate and Mrs Bickle

EW S
TRAVELLING L [graRY

will be at the Paterson Centre
Tuesday 14th April
No visit May
Tuesday 9th June
10.30 am - 12.15 pm

to borrow books, CDs, DVDs, videos and audio-
tapes and/or to buy greetings cards and notelets
all at very reasonable prices.

Could save you ££s

And stay for a cup of tea




WICKHAM 1
SUMMER <
PLAYSCHEME B

At Wickham Community

Centre
HAPPILY TO SCHOOL Mill Lane, Wickham, Hampshire, PO17 5AL
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
FAIRLANDS NURSERY SCHOOL, 27th JULY - 21st AUGUST
CHURCH ROAD, SHEDFIELD, 2009

SOUTHAMPTON, HAMPSHIRE, SO32 2HY.

TEL: 01329 834848 FOR 5 TO 11 YEAR OLDS

(Year R to Year 6)
ALL DAY 9AM - 5PM
(£16)
The Children have been making the most of our spa-
cious grounds and new play area. We seem to have MORNING 9AM -12.30PM (£7)

little piles of bark chippings all over the place! - - .
Everyone has been busy planting carrots and beans in (W'Ckh‘fm Primary _SChOOI chlkjiren £5)
the vegetable garden and most of the daffodil bulbs Prices per child per session.

are now in flower apart from the ones that have been

“squashed” by the trikes and scooters! A range of activities

will be available each
day -
e.g., arts/crafts,
bouncy castle, badminton, face

painting, workshops, talent show, archery, cooking,
sports, disco, water play, and much, much more!

Further information and booking
forms available from Wickham
Community Centre

Telephone (01329) 833688
Email - wickhamcentre@btconnect.com

D

>

The children are perfecting their performance for the FAIRLANDS NURSERY
Easter Concert with a collection of Solos and Duets to K e SCHOOIL,
entertain us. The staff are looking forward to a visit 1.5 v
. . ) -3 year olds
from the “Giant Easter Bunny” and are hoping she l/ 4 y
will bring some eggs for the children. 15 howrs free nursery
Our long awaited Ofsted inspection seemed to go very =1 ﬁm_:ﬂ:" F 3’_"""55'!": =
well this week, and we look forward to the results in a chiiren aged 3- 3 years
fortnight’s time. | o
A quick thank you once again to all the parents, chil- Faifands i & canng radional nursery
q Y i . P > school o the feart of the wiapge o
dren and staff for supporting “Comic Relief Day” Shadhield e have bespfal buidngs &
where we raised £55.10 by having a non school uni- gpaCious orounds. We provide acfiiies
form day and making red nose biscuits. for yor cheds nonaduzl nesds &
encoursge ther developmant n the s
. . ey areas of leaming. Telephone, el or
We would like wish everybody a very Happy Easter ik our website.
Tel - 01329 834848
Jo and Carol wevew.Fairland srwrsenysc heol. so.uk

admirg@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk

=

(Headteachers)
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ASKING YOUNG PEOPLE WHAT THEY LIKE ABOUT WICKHAM

The Trustees of Wickham Community Association recognise the importance of young people in
our community. They are our future and we should give their views as much attention as the adults.

The Parish Council and the youth organisations help to provide facilities for young people. We also are
lucky to have a beautiful natural rural environment. BUT

. Do the young people like what they find?

. Is it what they want or need?

. How can we keep in touch with them?

To find out, we designed a short questionnaire which was issued through schools and clubs during the
Autumn term of 2008. Our target age range was 8 to 15 years. The 2001 Census for Wickham Ward
gives 236 children or 9% of the total population in that age bracket. We managed to obtain the views
of 155 young people (66% of the target population), the bulk of whom fitted into the target age and
geographical criteria.

The full report can be found on the Association’s Web Site www.wickhamcommunitycentre.org.uk in
the News and Events page.

We were able to split the points of view between the boys and the girls. When we asked whether they
like living in Wickham, 63% of the boys were happy but only 47% of the girls. Both sexes like chilling
out with their friends most but the boys also liked computer games whilst the girls liked hobbies &
clubs. Both like sport equally well.

It is interesting to see that the places provided for play (the Play Areas, Rec and Skateboard Park) are
only marginally more used but liked less than the more natural areas (water meadows and railway
line).

We also asked the young people to write comments. The most frequent remarks concerned the loss of
@$ the Scout HQ (37) and the need for swimming facilities (27). 14 people wanted an adventure park;
most of these requests came from people on the other side of the village to the equipment in the Rec-
reation Ground. Reading the comments gave the overall impression that young people do not like to be
too far from their own home area and are conscious of safety.

We will be teaming up with the other organisations that have an interest in young people, to listen
more carefully to what they want to say. We want to encourage them to feel that they have an input

-

4 into their future here in Wickham.

SWANMORE
MEON VALLEY U3A GARDENS OPEN
Programme 2008/2009 Nine gardens are due to

open in Swanmore on
Sunday 26 April. Of all
shapes and sizes with a
wide variety of spring and

Theme: “Our Coast and Countryside”

Apr 7 2pm “Fort Nelson and the
Palmerston Follies” illustrated talk
By Phil McGrath of the carly summer plants The
Education Department, Fort Nelson glgarde?s ngH be (‘)trl)lertl' ff{m;n
Wickham Community Centre pm 10 opmm, With HUCKCLS
Guests welcome available from the Pater-
21 2pm Annual General Meeting: son Centre, next to St .
Followed at 2.45 by: “Local Naturalists Barnabas Church from 12.30pm, where there is
in Proée & P(;et ” free parking. Limited parking is also available at
Led by the ChairrnanryBrian Barrett some of the more distant gardens. Tea, coffee
Y Wickham Community Centre and delicious homemade cakes will also be
Guests welcome y available in the Paterson Centre, where it is also

28 2pm READING GROUPS: telephone planned to display work by local artists. En-
(01329) 53338 4 for deta ’ p trance to the gardens is £4, no charge for accom-

May sees the end of this session of talks and panicd children under 14, with the proceeds go-

lectures. A new Programme will start in ing to the upkeep of St Barnabas, the village’s
Septeml;er Victorian church.

Thank You Nick Helbren
Gardens Open Co-ordinator
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POEM, MUSING

SILLY OLD FOOL
For Poppy

At table we clinked glasses,
Laughed and smiled,

Locked gaze like any corny pair
Anywhere

While invisible threads shuttled
between.

Just a silly old fool

In love again

With a new-sprung beauty.

(Mountain wilderness became lush valley.
Cobwebs pearled in the sun.
Goldfinch shone.)

And the child clinked glasses
Again and again and again.

Tony Johnson

STALAG WICKHAM

"All clear?" asked Alice.

"All clear," Amelia replied, one eye to the crack in
the end wall of the wooden hut.

“Now pay attention, gals!”

Alice tap, tap, tapped her stick on the blackboard.
“We’ve tried going over the fence and we’ve tried
digging under it. Neither really worked so it’s time
for bolder action! This is the plan ... Abigail and I
hide beneath the cherry tree ... here.”

Tap, tap.

“When the guard comes with the evening meal, Lazy
Annie and Adelaide make a commotion over by the
wire ... here.”

Tap, tap, tap.

“While the guard is distracted, we make a dash for
the gate. Any questions?”’

“What do we do, Amelia and 1?” asked Silly Amber.
“Just try to stay out of trouble, dear,” said Alice with
a small smile, peering over her half-glasses.

“Any more questions? No? Then let’s all get a good
night’s sleep — we’ve a big day tomorrow.”

“Two of the chickens got out of their run again to-
day,” says the Missus, “I swear that they plan it. I bet
they’ve got an escape committee!”

“You get dafter every day,” says L.

Mike Hollis
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ADULT DANCE & PILATES
CLASSES IN WICKHAM

“They want me to write an article about us — what
shall I say?” I asked the members of the 7pm Tuesday
night dance class at Wickham Community Centre.
“Fun!” “Energetic!” “Varied!” “Funky!” -these were
the first four words shouted out. Well it’s always
best to hear it from the class members isn’t it?

Every Tuesday I lead a dance class for those who
love to move to all kinds of good music. So dressed
in comfy tracksuit trousers and t-shirts we do a little
bit of technical work to warm up and get moving — in
a strictly boppy type fashion of course! — ready to get
on and let our hair down through maybe a bit of jive,
or a bit of salsa; some lindy hop, or perhaps some-
thing a little more lyrical and emotive. Every time
though, we’ll end the class with a dance routine —
anything from 1970s dance floor moves; to a street
dance pop promo routine; to more of a musical thea-
tre type number; to something just generally up and
out there with the music. So far we’ve covered tracks
by Duffy, Kelly Rowland, the Pasodenas, Elbow, and
Little Richard. Quite a mix then!

We’re a casual and fun crowd of all ages, shapes,
sizes and backgrounds — mums, housewives, admin
clerks, lawyers, surveyors, gardeners — our common
thread is the love of dance. I originally trained to
dance here in Hampshire; and then continued my
training in London and New York. I have a pretty
eclectic mix of jazz, ballet, musical theatre, tap and
various contemporary techniques (Graham, Limon,
and Cunningham) to call on — not to mention a bit of
Balinese! They all tend to get fused together these
days. I became a tv producer/director and have often
choreographed for tv and dvd.

A good number of the class stay on to do an hour
long Pilates class with me after the dance. The dance
works on strength, stamina, coordination and flexibil-
ity — the Pilates compounds it all with some thorough
work on strengthening that core, working on your
posture, and flattening that tummy. It’s a great one
for warding off those achey ailments as we work our
way up the age spectrum. I’m Stott trained for Pilates
— a very thorough and rigourous training indeed. And
if you don’t fancy leaping around to music, perhaps
just a quiet, focused but challenging Pilates class is
what you need.

So why not come along and join us? You can reach
me, Pauline Mclntosh, by email:
pmc4(@btinternet.com or by mobile phone: 07976
322234. Please call first to check there is space in the
class for you before you come. And also — I’'m look-
ing out for all those who trained or worked as dancers
— I know you’re out there — and it’s often difficult to
find the right class to go to. I’'m hoping to set up a
more technical class to fulfil that need very soon, so
please, don’t underestimate your ability, and get in
touch.




APRIL

Wed

1

Thur 2

Fri

Sat

12:00
09:30
12:15
12:30
14:00
19:30
08:00

APRIL 2009 DIARY

Lunch Club, Church Room

Poppins Play Group, Church Room

Lent Prayers, Lady Chapel

Last Lent Lunch, Church Room

Health Visiting Team. Church Room
Wickham Indoor Bowling, Community Centre
Mens’ Breakfast Club, Church Room

Sun

PALM SUNDAY Psalm 118: 1-2

08:00
09:45
18:30

Holy Communion Mark 11: 1-11
Family Service with distribution of palms

Joint Celebration Service at Jubilee Hall, Bishops Waltham

NO EVENING SERVICE AT NICHOLAS

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thur

Fri

10

11:00
19:30
19:30
16:45
19:45
19:30
19:30
12:00
19:30
19:30

09:30
19:30

10:30
11:00

14:00
19:30

Spinners and Weavers , Church Room
Circle Dancing, Church Room
Short United Benefice Devotional Service, Lady Chapel
Brownies, Church Room
Wickham History Society, Church Room
Short United Benefice Devotional Service, Lady Chapel
Wickham Indoor Bowling, Community Centre
Lunch Club, Church Room
Wickham Wives, Church Room
Short United Benefice Devotional Service, Lady Chapel
MAUNDY THURSDAY
Poppins Play Group, Church Room
Short United Benefice Devotional Service, Lady Chapel
GOOD FRIDAY
Service of the Cross, The Square
Walk of Witness from the Square to St John the Baptist, Shedfield
with stop at Park Place for coffee kindly served by the Sisters. Please
bring a packed lunch.
United Benefice Choral Service at St John the Baptist.
Wickham Indoor Bowling, Community Centre

Sun

12

EASTER SUNDAY

08:00
09:45

Holy communion Psalm 46
Parish Communion Matthew 28:1-10

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Fri

13

14

15

16

17

11:00
19:30
16:45
19:45
19:30
12:00
19:30
09:30
19:30
13:00
19:30

Spinners and Weavers, Church Room

Circle Dancing, Church Room

Brownies, Church Room

Wickham Society, Church Room

Wickham Indoor Bowling, Community Centre
Lunch Club, Church Room

Model Engineers Association, Church Room
Poppins Play Group, Church Room

PCC Meeting, Church Room

Health Visiting Team, Church Room
Wickham Indoor Bowling, Community Centre
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Sun 19 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
08:00  Holy Communion Acts 4: 32-35
09:45  Parish Communion John 20: 19-end
18:00  Choral Evensong

Mon 20 11:00 Spinners and Weavers, Church Room
19:30 Light Railway Association, Church Room
Tue 21 16:45 Brownies, Church Room
19.00 Adult Dance Class (16+) Community Centre
19:45 1* Responders, Church Room
19:30 Wickham Indoor Bowling, Community Centre
20.00 Pilates, Community Centre
Wed 22 12:00 Lunch Club, Church Room
Thur 23 09:30 Poppins Play Group, Church Room
Fri 24 13:00 Health Visiting Team, Church Room
Sat 25 10:00 WYKEHAM GROUP COUNCIL SPRING COFFEE MORNING
at Paterson Centre, Swanmore
St George’s Day Dinner (afternoon and evening) Church Room

Sun 26 THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
08:00 Holy Communion Acts 3: 12-19
09:45 Parish Communion followed by Annual Luke 24: 36b — 48
Parish Church Meeting

Mon 27  11:00 Spinners and Weavers, Church Room
19:30 Circle Dancing, Church Room

Tue 28 16:45 Brownies, Church Room
19.00 Adult Dance Class (16+), Community Centre
19:30 Wickham Indoor Bowling, Community Centre
20.00 Pilates, Community Centre

Wed 29 12:00 Lunch Club, Church Room

Thu 30 09:30 Poppins Play Group, Church Room

MAY

Fri 1 13:00 Health Visiting Team, Church Room

Sat 2 08:00 Breakfast Club, Church Room
14:30 Holy Matrimony: Philip White/Samantha Gudgeon

Sun 3 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
08:00 Holy Communion
09:45 Family Service
18:00 Choral Eucharist

Mon 4 11:00 Spinners and Weavers, Church Room
19:30 Circle Dancing, Church Room

Tue 5 16:45 Brownies, Church Room
19:45 History Society, Church Room

LAST DAY FOR COPY MAY 2009 MAGAZINE Saturday 18th. APRIL

FROM THE REGISTERS
Holy Baptism

Rhiannon Louise Griffiths 01/03/2009
Rest in Peace
Valerie Matthews 60 yrs 16/03/2009
Mary Wilkins 74 yrs 18/03/2009
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Wickham Prize Crossword No.33

by Konrad o rss 2009

8 18 Get the stage-coach! I've seen a fox! (5-2)

21 Extent of sagacity or penetration shown by Deputy
Thursday (5)

23 Unwisely I risk mint dress (9)

25 Bill for pasture first farmer leased (7)

26 Tear back after six, with Norway's leading wine
merchant (7)

29 After 10, 2000 demons can't break religious laws (3,12)

Down
1 Rather bizarrely they can be evens! (4)
Ruse confused consumer (4)

Quiet mountain can be plainly seen (8)

In one dimension nothing was returned to listener (6)
A loud, flowing, incoming stream (8)

Leprous, small taxi driver (6)

Successful spell, loud Daily editor organised (5,3)

X N NN AW N

Engraved design in label (lithium oxide?) (8)
11 There he left small dollar lock (5)

15 Wave furiously at a French duel (8)

16 Gives account of one in former schemes (8)

Name .....ccoeevvviivieeeninnns Phone number .................... .
17 Thus, beat after I object. Once! (8)
Across 19 Given by parents, is Zoé€ the final one? (4,4)
9 Soi-disant facts I reject through uneasiness (15) 20 Wild thoroughbred brought out for the crowd (5)
10 Pothers about Greek choral part (7) 22 Grant follows Henry to sanctify (6)
12 A bloomer to play high shot over writer Lamb (7) 24 Before last month woman had 27 down day's
13 Pay back about one thousand before a special case (9) devotion (6)
14 Tyrolean song or poem absorbed by young pupil (5) 27 Femininely concealed a few (4)
15 Futile green request? (7) 28 Wine bloomer? (4)
Wickham Sudoku No.33 Please send your completed crossword to the
by Balthasar editor by Sunday, 26" April 2009.
6 5 The first correct solution opened wins a
£10 voucher to spend at Heming & Co.
5 2 1137 &
2 'annng& CL’I 1,;,
aERLT 1] i
9 81712 TEL01229 HI-.'::;-.-. :.Z'Lliffnﬁ -:n: 3 The Scsre
4 2331454 ERET T T e U T WICEELAMN
Wickham Prize Crossword Solution
1 3 9 S 2 No.32 by Konrad
9 4 8 6
813
814|512|3(1]7]9]|6
719|13]5|6(4])11]8]2
611(2]7]|8[9]4|5]|3
51811327964 Wickham Sudoku
3(6lal8lols5l2]1]7 Solution No.32
By Balthasar
217(9)11]14[6]8]|3]|5
913|71415|8]6|2(1
4(5|6]9(1]12])3|7]|8
112|8]6([7]3]5(4]9
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MEON VALLEY CARERS TOGETHER
Registered Charity No. 1107865

MEMORY MATTERS

Following the exhausting period leading to the 7"
Jan conference in Bishops Waltham Jubilee Hall,
and the follow up work, primarily by our col-
leagues in Carers Together, to collate and distrib-
ute reports and feedback, we are now as busy as
ever dealing with a number of new members, try-
ing to catch up with those whose attendance has
lapsed through illness and awaiting the next moves
to improve links with older persons via an Older
Persons Forum and the planned Information Day
in Wickham on 2™ June.

Interviews have now taken place for an Admin
Assistant to work part time in our Carer Link Of-
fice. This we hope will ease the expanding duties
of just a few key people and make us more effi-
cient and responsive to our members and the gen-
eral public.

We hope to hear during this month of the plans by
the King's Church to open a Drop-in Café for
Older Persons. Many will recall the popularity of
the Café several years ago, and we in Meon Valley
Carers Together welcome this new scheme and
trust the older persons in our community will once
again come and enjoy a comfortable and welcom-
ing central meeting place. WATCH THIS SPACE.
We now have four kind volunteers willing to fa-
cilitate the planned Silver Song Club for older
persons in Bishops Waltham, and Hampshire
County Council will be arranging initial training in
collaboration with other tentative new SS Clubs in
the County. We are still seeking more volunteers
to take a role in this positive and enjoyable way of
supporting our older neighbours. Please contact
Bill Drake for details.

We continue to promote the cause of Older People in
our community, especially of course those with De-
mentia, and very slowly the message is getting heard
not just in the Meon Valley but in the country as a

whole.

Our little rural area however has its own expert in
Jackie Pool, who is an approved trainer for the Alz-
heimer’s Society, and is regularly called to speak and
present her expertise at major conferences. Jackie is
now a Trustee of Meon Valley Carers Together,
which of course is a major coup and she has been
very helpful in giving training to our members and
staff.

Our Chair continues, when invited, to talk to inter-
ested groups about Dementia and the role of MVCT.
Most recently this included the Deanery Chapter at
the Paterson Centre in Swanmore. He however is
now very pleased that the Dept of Health South East
has sought his consent to use a PowerPoint presenta-
tion that he produced to show the effect of dementia
on Margaret, his wife, in a positive way. The presen-
tation shows how the Ladies of the Swanmore Lace
Group supported and encouraged Margaret to enjoy
her diminishing abilities, and it will be used to inform
and educate not only GPs and those under training,
but more widely, i.e. "Doctors and other health pro-
fessionals from other specialities working in the NHS
or Armed Forces, potentially including those based
overseas”.

We in MVCT feel we are doing our best to publicise
the needs of persons with Dementia and their Carers,
and we continue to look for our community to sup-
port and encourage all our neighbours who are af-
fected.

IF I CAN YOU CAN AND SO CAN WE ALL

Diary Dates

14 April  PUB LUNCH at The Roebuck, on the A32. Time 12 noon

28 April  OUTING — Garden Visit to Hinton Ampner Transport provided. Leaving at 11.30 am
Selection of sandwiches and tea and coffee for Lunch, then stroll around.

12 May PUB LUNCH at The Forge, Shedfield. Time 12 noon

26 May TALK BY Anne Meader (Hampshire Carers Together) For Carers - 2 pm

MUSIC THERAPY with Andrew Knight

9 June PUB LUNCH at The Roebuck, on the A32. Time 12 noon

23 June

GARDEN PARTY at Rae Ireland’s home in Botley. 2 pm. Transport will be provided

If you would like transport to any of the above meetings
please ring Geoff Matthews on 01489 890843MEON VALLEY CARERS TOGETHER PROVIDES ESSENTIAL SUP-
PORT AND GUIDANCE

FOR PEOPLE WITH DEMENTIA AND THEIR CARERS. For more information contact:

Bill Drake on 01489 895706 - email: billdrake@talktalk.net
Janice Romer on 01489 894662 - email: janiceromer@hotmail.co.uk
MVCT Carerlink Centre - 01489 895444 - Message service




WICKHAM ORGANISATIONS
The Royal British
Legion

Wickham Branch.

20 members attended the branch
meeting on the 4™ March 2009. The
branch meeting was preceded by a meeting of the
branch social committee when the events of the year
were planned and discussed. These events include the
four usual branch dinners, a BBQ and the visit by
members to Villers-sur-Mer in May and the recipro-
cal visit by our French friends in November for the
Remembrance Parade and Service and the entertain-
ment to be provided for them.

A very successful Quiz Night was held on 14"
March 2009. About 35 members and friends attended
and a very lively evening ensued. The six rounds of
questions being set once again by the chairman Eric
Bright. The range and diversity of questions proved a
challenge to the four teams that were formed, with
much banter and helpful suggestions being offered by
one and all. Welcome relief from the “brain strain”
was obtained when rolls, cheeses and pickles were
served, with all teams supplying their own choice of
liquid refreshment. The four teams had to choose a
suitable name for themselves so we ended up with -
“JJammade”, ”The Misfits”, “Bottoms Up” and the
“Thinkers”. The “Thinkers” being the final victors
with a very commendable score of 93. The evening
draw and the sale of some surplus cheese etc., raised
money to share between Branch Funds and the
“French Fund”.

Vice-Chairman Ian Goddard called upon all present
to show their appreciation for the hard work that Eric
and Sheena had put in by assembling the questions
and providing the refreshments, the applause was
spontaneous.

The Annual Branch Dinner will be held on the 11%
April 2009 in the Shedfield Reading Room

MLek KerLeg
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Wickham Scout
he praprrdd 5 & @
Group 3

A busy month again for all sections

Scouts

The Scouts went ice skating in half term, pio-
neering with spaghetti and strawberry laces
proved a challenge (we did get one tower) like
the Cubs we cooked pancakes on tins. An eve-
ning organised by a new young helper Liam

19

went down very well. He put on a slide show of
his time in Vietnam, a race to put up and take
down the tent he used and also communicating
without words. This was the hard bit of the eve-
ning because Scouts can talk the hind legs off a

Cubs

We have a Chess champion in our pack. Mat-
thew Ward won the District competition for the
over nine and a half section. Matthew now goes
on to represent Wickham and Meon Valley Dis-
trict in the County finals. Well done and good
luck Matthew.

We all had a good afternoon at the District six-a-
side football held at Swanmore. We did not win
but Eathan Bunce, Scott Butler, Jordan Gibbs,
Cameron McCarthy, Sam Cowell, James
McCarthy, Patrick Caldwell and Archie Guilie
put up a good fight. Well done to you all. Many
thanks to Rikki for organising the team.

As well as the football and chess we have also
cooked pancakes on tins and have started work-
ing towards the personal safety and road safety
badges. Some of the elements we have com-
pleted include road safety posters, green cross
code, fire drills, say NO to strangers and emer-
gency telephone numbers.

Beavers

The Beavers have nearly finished the imagina-
tion badge. This will be finished with a puppet
show. We had a super evening making junk
models. We used boxes, tubes, tubs, pots, lots of
glue and mounds of sellotape. We had some su-
per results with robots, guns, a popcorn machine,
crocodile and the list went on and on.

May I remind you about our May Day Fayre, if
you would like a pitch for a car boot or your or-
ganisation please telephone the number below.

If you have a son or daughter aged between six
and fourteen who would like to join our happy
family of Scouting please contact me on the tele-
phone number below.

Chris Samways, Cub/
Beaver Scout Leader 01329
832739



WICKHAM ORGANISATIONS
WOMENS INSTITUTE

The meeting held
on 11th March at
the Wickham Com-
munity Centre

was the 89th Birth-
day of Wickham
W.L

S i

Sylvia Wels ad Christine Poole

Guests were welcomed from other W.1. Groups
in the area by our President Sylvia Wells.

After singing Jerusalem Sylvia introduced our
speaker, Christine Poole, who spoke of her life
as a Queen Alexandra Nurse in the Royal Navy.

A career that spanned 25 years, taking her to
bases as far as Hong Kong, Singapore, Malta
and Gibraltar. She had many home bases includ-
ing Haslar, Gosport, where she was Matron from
1991 for three years. Afterwards she showed us
a wonderful selection of photographs

taken during her service. She has been honoured
by the Queen, photos of which we were thrilled
to see. She then answered a variety of questions
from her audience. A vote of thanks was

given by Mavis Bruce.

Yvonne Case cutting the cake

The celebration cake was cut by Yvonne

WICKHAM MORRIS

Wickham Morris will once again be celebrating
the arrival of May, dancing the May Day Morris
Festival on Friday 1st May. We will be greeting
the dawn and apologies to anyone round the
Square who gets awakened earlier than they
would like - please feel free to come and join the
fun. We always get a variety of comments,
mostly positive but a few people get upset, and
we hope that you
can put up with it
for once a year.

Then, starting at
6.30pm, the square
will be bustling
with Morris

Sides. We hope
this year to kick off with the Wickham Primary
School children who have only this year been
learning to do some Morris dancing and we al-
ready have confirmation from Swanmore Junior
Morris and Scantabout Primary School who will
be doing some country dancing. Botley Chil-
dren's Morris will probably also be there. It will
be wonderful if we can get all 4 Schools per-
forming in the Square.

From about 7pm there will be Morris dancing of
all shapes and varieties including Wickham
Morris, The New Forest Meddlars doing Border
Morris, some clogging and no doubt some North
West Morris as well. Please come and join

us. It is all free, with our designated charity col-
lection this year in aid of the Parkinson's Disease
Society.

Maggie Wilson, Baggie for Wickham Morris

Case after an excellent tea provided by
our members. The afternoon ended with
a big raftle.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 11th
April at 2.0.pm. Our speaker will be
Mary Knight talk-
ing about fuchsias. Visitors are always
welcome.

Jocelyn Lovett

WASE NESTS ERADICATED IN SEASON
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WICKHAM ORGANISATIONS

THE
WICKHAM
SOCIETY

At our March meet-
ing, 35 members
and visitors wel-
comed our guest
speaker and local resident, Ann Sadler-Forster. Ann
trained as a Conservator at The Courtauld Institute of
Art and she has worked for several years at Pallant
House Gallery in Chichester. She clarified the differ-
ence between a conservator and a restorer. The for-
mer is concerned with the conservation and preserva-
tion of the structure of a painting whereas restorers
are usually in the commercial sector and their aim is
to make the painting look good on the surface; they
may even paint in extra figures or animals to make it
more appealing.

Ann explained that paintings and their frames form a
complex structure made of many different materials.
These include varnish, paint, glue, canvas, wood,
metal, gilding and plaster. These materials are easily
damaged if knocked or dropped and are sensitive to
the surrounding environment, in particular to changes
in humidity and heat, as well as to light and dirt. We
saw slides of the range of paintings she has worked
on from ‘old masters’ to ‘modern art’. The use of
unconventional materials such as lipstick and choco-
late in modern paintings is almost impossible to con-
serve and these ‘works of art’ are unlikely to stand
the test of time.

The second half of the talk focused on two paintings
in St Nicholas Church namely ‘Rest During the Flight
into Egypt’ and ‘The Holy Family’. The first was
found behind the stage blocks near the organ; it had 5
large tears, 6 puncture holes as well as severe water
damage which blanched the varnish. The second
painting was badly damaged in 1993 when it was cut
from its frame and stolen from the Church. Ann ex-
plained some of the painstaking and complex proc-
esses involved in their conservation. If you have not
already done so, why not visit St Nicholas Church,
look at these two beautiful paintings, and admire the
wonderful work she has done.

The next meeting is the AGM followed by a ‘light-
hearted quiz’ on 14™ April at 7.45 in the Church
Room.
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Wickham History Society

On March 3". we held a Members’ Evening.

This included a display of some of the extensive col-
lection of books belonging to the History Society
which have been catalogued by Keith Barnard; a col-
lection of newspaper cuttings relating to Wickham
collected and mounted by Doug. Copeland; and some
aerial photographs of Wickham Square set out by the
Chairman, Brian Barrett, as a quiz of the appropriate
dates.

Mike Hollis gave a presentation relating to Georgian
Drinking Glasses by means of actual glasses of dif-
ferent, and very valuable, types, and an illustrated
talk describing each of the glasses on display.

Barrie Marson played an audio tape of reminiscences
by the late Ralph Houghton, relating to his experi-
ences in farming around Wickham before WWI and
then in the Home Guard in 1943. Barrie is keen for
anyone willing to talk
informally about
memories of the past to
call him- they can be
invaluable additions to
‘the Story of Wick-
ham’

Finally Keith told us
about the considerable
collection of archives
he has painstakingly
catalogued and stored
for safe keeping.

These are available for
members to access and
borrow.

This proved to be an
extremely interesting
and informative evening, much enjoyed by members.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday April 7", when we
shall welcome a return visit by Norman Jackson, for-
mer Chief Warder of the Tower of London, when he
will talk about Richard III. ~ Starting at 7.45 in the
Church Room

Doreen Barrett

One of the beautiful Georgian
drinking glasses shown to us

MEMORY LANE FAYRES

ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAYRE
MONDAY 13™ APRIL

10.30am until 3.30pm

WICKHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE
MILL LANE, WICKHAM

New Stall Holders always welcome

Phone Enquiries: 023 8086 9058 after 6pm
Mobile: Dave 07717 853 910
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WICKHAM :
CRICKET
CLUB e
Great result in the indoor league iy

and a big thank you to Robert
Higgins, who has decided to step
down after some 15 years of cap- i
taincy in this league. Robert has il
particularly enjoyed this season

and has now handed over the reins to Gary Cal-
laghan. Robert has written his usual wise and witty
commentary:

‘All those who love Wickham and indoor cricket will
be celebrating in the Square on Friday night at
Kuti's... strange outbursts of spontaneity, impulsive
outpourings of joy will be seen and heard... and
why... well, Wickham Cricket Club has not only won
a game, it has won the league, coming first in that
dizzy division, Division 4, at Fareham, yes at Fare-
ham Leisure Centre!!

Sadly a photo is lacking of our triumphant heroes;
nonetheless, this could have been a blessing, were it
not for the sadness that veteran Robert Higgins is
retiring as captain, in order to spend less time with
his family and more with his greenhouse, thus there
will be no memento for posterity.

Nonetheless, this too could be a blessing as readers
are invited to draw their own picture of our trium-
phant Wickham heroes. Stereotypes, impressionism,
cubist renditions - are all welcome - and will be
judged in the greenhouse by Robert Higgins. Entries
on a postcard please. Winners will not be notified
but will have the inner smugness of knowing

that just participating makes it all worthwhile.’

Robert Higgins

Indoor net practice at the Rose Bowl continues
every Tuesday till 14 April, giving some much
needed practice before the season starts. First league
game is on 9 May with a couple of friendlies in
April.

If you are interested in joining the club, either as a
player, scorer or umpire, please give Malc Burt a
call on 01329 834398.

Lesley Wilde
Secretary
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Wickham

Dynamos reach ARNERHA g

County Cup ' I '
Final ;A - k \

| DYNAMOS |
On 26 April Wickham

\ l I y
Dynamos make their o )
second appearance in a Ty Hal | o
county cup final, which =z
is taking place at Alton
Town FC, 3.00pm kick-off. The last time was in 1994
when we were victors in the Hampshire Junior A
Cup.

Formed in 1979 this is a great way to celebrate the
Dynamos’ 30™ anniversary. Playing in division 3 of
the Meon Valley League we are currently in second
place and are also looking forward to playing in the
Parker Cup (division 3 cup) semi-final later this sea-
son. This all shows a change of fortunes for one of
the longest consecutively running teams in the Meon
Valley League.

This is my third season as manager and we have suf-
fered two straight relegations but now feel we have
turned the corner and hope to once again be a very
real force in Meon Valley football. So if you want to
cheer the lads on and need more details, please give
me a ring on 01329 834398.

NB If you wish to read about the history of our club
and many others, our chairman John Tull has com-
piled a book celebrating the Meon Valley Football
league from 1906 —2006. Copies are available from
Pages, Wickham Square.

Malc Burt
Manager, Wickham Dynamos



WICKHAM ORGANISATIONS
The Wickham Youth 100 Club

The 100 Club was set up eight years ago when
the Youth Club was reformed and in need of
financial help. We asked people who lived in
and around Wickham to make an annual dona-
tion of £20 on the understanding that there
would be a monthly draw with a single £20
prize. We never made 100 contributors although
we did get jolly close. We have a number of
people who joined originally and still contribute,
among them is Chris Letcher who has just won
this month's prize. We are very grateful to all
those people, but our numbers are reduced and
we now have less than 40 members.

The money raised by the 100 Club has
been used to pay for games and music equip-
ment, activities and excursions - but most impor-
tantly it has provided a resource for day to day
expenses. We have been fortunate in obtaining a
number of grants but these have been for capital
expenditure. Like many other voluntary organi-
sations our problem is raising money for running
expenses. Grant giving bodies will usually only
resource new projects or those with a capital re-
quirement. This is why the 100 Club is so im-
portant for us.

The Youth Club provides a secure envi-
ronment for local young people to meet and so-
cialise, and we believe is important in keeping
Wickham free from some of the delinquency
problems seen elsewhere. The youngsters meet
on two evenings per week in the Club Portak-
abin behind the Community Centre. They pay
50p a session. We are very fortunate that five
volunteers Kelly, Sarah, Tony, Trevor and our
qualified leader Ray, look after them.

We believe that the Youth Club is a
worthwhile and successful project so we are
making this appeal for new members of the 100
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Club. We know that these are financially uncer-
tain times but we would be very grateful if you
would be prepared to join and contribute £20 a
year. If you are, perhaps you would contact
Barrie Marson on 01329 832313
(bmarson@waitrose.com)or me (Michael Carter)
on 01329 832928 (carterma@freenet.co.uk)
Many thanks Michael Carter

BURSLEDON BRICKWORKS
INDUSTRIAL MUSEUM
OPEN DAY DATES 2009
Open 10.00am - 4.00pm
19 April  SPRING STEAM UP, WOOD-
CRAFT plus OTHER TRADITIONAL
CRAFTS

HAMBLE VALLEY MODEL
SHOW + THE ‘FERGIE” AND
OTHER TRACTORS

A great selection, including the
excellent

Matchstick Fleet, new this year and on public
display for the first time, a scale model of an oil

10 May

rig

21 JUNE FATHERS’ DAY SPECIAL

CARS THROUGH THE 20™ CENTURY

19 July EMERGENCY VEHICLES ON
STAND BY

Appliances old and new
23 August FAMILY FUN DAY
Activities for all the family

20 Sept BUILDING CONSERVATION

18 Oct TRANSPORT THROUGH THE
AGES

15 Nov END OF SEASON STEAM UP

Steam engines at all events with trailer rides
available
Hampshire Narrow Gauge Railway Trust
Offering rides on the miniature railway
Free Car Park, Coffee Shop, Gift Shop
Interest for all ages.

Bursledon Brickworks Industrial Museum,
Swanwick Lane, Southampton SO31 7GW Tel
01489 576248
For further information on Open Days email
ann.sladel @btinternet.com
For other activities search
www.bursledonbrickworks.co.uk
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Hello All, < w
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—
and other isolated parts of the beat and although we are making good progress, ABO\}'
there are going to be units that we are not aware of or that may require our atten-
tion. If you are one of these people or units please feel free to contact us on the details below and we
can arrange to register you for ‘Country Watch’.

This month we have continued work with our new ‘Country Watch’ scheme
around the area. We are attempting to make contact with farms, industrial units

We are also continuing with the force wide Operation Nemesis, focusing on burglaries across the
county. So far the operation is proving to be successful and I would like to take the opportunity to
urge residents to keep on reporting any suspicious incidents, persons and vehicles to us. The reports
we receive allow us to act quickly and efficiently when dealing with possible burglars as well as pro-
viding us with information to follow up. If you have any concerns or queries regarding this please feel
free to contact us below.

Finally, we have seen a slight increase in thefts from vehicles across our areas. These have involved
car windows being smashed to gain access and steal various items. Unfortunately in most of these
incidents, items of value have been left on display making it very tempting for opportunists to get
away with money and items to sell. Please do not leave items on display in your vehicle — this in-
cludes Satellite Navigation systems, handbags, electronic goods, cash etc.

There are a number of ways you can contact us. For example, you can submit
suggestions forms in the “Your Voice’ boxes located at Wickham Community
Centre and Knowle Community Hall.

You can e-mail us on meon.valley.south.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
You can contact us by post, telephone or in person at Meon Valley Police Sta-
tion, Hoe Road, Bishops Waltham SO32 1DS, Telephone 0845 045 45 45

Or please just feel free to stop and speak to us as we carry out patrol in your
neighbourhood or attend Parish Council meetings and other community events. |,

PCSO Hannah Martin

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

During the last year Wickham and Bishops
Waltham fundraising branches combined raised
£6,840 for our lifeboats. Our various Wickham
events raised a third of this record sum. Much of |
the RNLI’s income is used maintain and operate
local lifeboats, and on March 12 the new

‘Atlantic 85’ boat Derrick Battle was commis- | =
sioned at Hayling Island Lifeboat Station- it cost | ¥ . __::_

£160,000, all donated by the Battle family. > P 3
Nigel Roper, the Hayling Station Manager, told =
us when he visited Wickham that what we collect will pay her fuel for a year!

Our next fundraising effort is during the third week in May, when we have a house-to-house collection
in Wickham and Curdridge. A few more collectors are urgently required to help with this worthy
cause- please contact one of us if you can help for a couple of hours.

For your diary-please make a note of the date of the annual Barbeque-Friday July 3. at Hart House.
More details will be announced later

Michael Carter 832928 Barrie Marson 832313
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880\ puCK RACE

Sunday, 14th June 2009
Wickham Water Meadows
12 noon

Come and watch one thousand plastic ducks race
through the Water Meadows. Cash prizes for the first

v three ducks that successfully negotiate the course!
oo 1st Wickham ScoutGroup
Building Fund
he praprrdd 5 & @

CAN YOU BUILD A RAFT?

Do you have the nerve and the skill to construct a raft that can survive the rough
and tumble of Wickham’s own “white water” course? If so, you need to register your
entry between 11am and 12 noon on Sunday, 14 June 2009.

The rafts will be launched in heats, near the entrance of the Water Meadows and will
have to negotiate the weir whilst carrying an egg!
All welcome! Entry fee is £2.50 per raft. ** Prize £25 **

RULES
. The raft must be no bigger than A4 paper size and the egg (supplied by the
judges) must stay on the raft during the race. Eggs cannot be held in
place by any glue, nails, elastic bands, blue tack etc or be retained in
any way. More than half of the egg must be
exposed. The raft must not be powered in any
way.
. All entries must be registered by 12 noon to allow
the judges to examine your raft, ensuring all rules
have been adhered to.
. The winner of each heat will be the first raft to
cross the finish line with the egg in situ. N
. The judges’ decision is final. —~
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Merry-Go-Round élﬁii:it*

A SureStart Children’s

New and Bxciting far Spring 4802

New Forest & Hampshire County
Show

Yes it is getting towards that time of year
again — time to think about booking a stand
to show your wares at this County Show,
booking hospitality to celebrate that anniver-
sary or to reward your best clients, or simply
booking the dates in your diary — Tuesday
28™ to Thursday 30™ July. This year ticket
prices have been held for the third year run-
ning and, to encourage children to come and
enjoy this wonderful agricultural Show, full
of events and entertainment, we are offering
from now until June 30" a free child’s ticket
with every adult or senior citizen ticket pur-
chased. There will not be any other dis-
counted advance tickets. For all enquiries,
bookings or tickets, ring 01590 622409.
Watch the papers for notice of when on line
tickets start and for the other ticket outlets
available across the South, or go onto
www.newforestshow.co.uk
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THE FRENCH MARKET IS
ONCE AGAIN COMING TO
BISHOPS WALTHAM

ON
SUNDAY 5™ April
2009

THE MARKET WILL BE IN THE HIGH
STREET ALL DAY AND WILL OFFER A
VARIETY OF STALLS FOR YOUR DE-
LIGHT!

If you require any information about
this event, please contact Debbie
Walker on 01489 896990 (daytime)



wildlife

TRUSTS

Hampshire &
Isle of Wight

SPRING FLOWERS - by Jill Edmunds,
Hampshire Wildlife Trust

The appearance of the first spring flowers is always
appreciated after the lack of colour of the winter
scene. In deciduous woodlands where trees such as
oak, ash and beech predominate, you should see a lot
of spring flowers. Plants here need to grow and
flower before the leaves in the tree canopy restrict the
amount of light reaching them.

One of the first flowers to appear is Dog’s Mercury
which can easily be overlooked as it has small
insignificant green flowers and relies on the wind for
pollination as there are few insects about. It is
poisonous and used to be taken as a purge. Another
plant with small green flowers is Moschatel or Town
Hall Clock. The group of flowers at the top of the
stem do indeed resemble a clock with four faces.

Other more colourful early flowering plants are the
bright yellow stars of Lesser Celandine, Wild Daffodil
and Wood Anemone. Wood Anemonies are mostly
white, but pink and even purple blooms can occur.
Later on you will see Ground Ivy, Pale Wood Violet
and the poisonous Woodspurge and Stinking
Hellebore, which both have green flowers.

In late April/May, carpets of blue in woodlands are a
common sight. The native English Bluebell, renowned
for its deep colour and perfume, is only found in
England and Wales and a few places in Northern
Europe. It has delicate flowers which only grow on
one side of the stem. A contrast in colour, the Early
Purple Orchid
sometimes grows
alongside bluebells,
but it can also be
found on grassy
slopes. Also to be
seen in woodland at
the same time are
the white flowers of
Ramsons, or wild
garlic. These plants smell strongly, especially if the
stems or leaves are cut or damaged.
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Along roadsides and other grassy banks Coltsfoot
flowers make a bright yellow splash of colour. The
stems grow up to 25cm and the flowers appear before
the leaves. Primroses, which often bloom over the
winter in protected garden sites, usually appear from
March to May on hedgebanks, grassy slopes and in
woodland. Often growing alongside these in damp
places can be seen Cuckoo Flower or Lady’s Smock,
which has pale pink blooms. The bright gold flowers
of the Marsh Marigold are easily recognisable, and are
found growing next to streams and in wet meadows.

So now is a great time to get out and about and see the
range of spring flowers in your neighbourhood. You
might also want to visit your local Wildlife Trust
reserve ( www.hwt.org.uk for details ) and enjoy the
sights and sounds of spring.

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
events

April

Tue 7
FA

Springtime Family Amble 10.30am—12noon. Join Wildlife
Trust staff at Swanwick Lakes for a family guided walk that is
full of the joys of spring. Come and explore the lakes at this
exciting time of year. Some footpaths are suitable for
pushchairs. Meet at Swanwick Lakes Wildlife Reserve,
Sopwith Way, Swanwick (Map ref. SU 505 098). Booking is
essential, so for further details and to book your place, please
contact Jo Trotter or Jess Daish-Miller on 01489 570240.
Suggested donation £4 per family. Please bring warm coats
and wellies.

Wed 8
FA

Who Lives In That Nest? 10am—12noon. Swanwick Lakes
is full of all sorts of wonderful birds. Come and find out what
they are up to at this time of year and join in some feathery
crafts and activities. An event for 6-9 year-olds. Meet at
Swanwick Lakes Wildlife Reserve, Sopwith Way, Swanwick
(Map ref. SU 505 098). Booking is essential, so for further
details and to book your place, please contact Jo Trotter or
Jess Daish-Miller on 01489 570240. Suggested donation

£2.50 per child. Please bring warm coats and wellies.

Sat 11

BW

Dawn Chorus Walk 5.30am. Get up early to hear the end of
the night birds and the gradual build into the dawn chorus,
ending with a cooked breakfast! Join us at The Moors
Nature Reserve, Bishops Waltham (Map ref. SU 558 169).
Parking is available in Cricklemede. Booking is essential, so
to book your place and for further information, please
contact Jane Gentry on 01489 890961, or Hampshire County

(Continued on page 28)



(Continued from page 27)
Council’s Westwood team on 023 8045 6484. Admission
adults £3, children £1. Please wear wellies.

Mon 13
FA

Easter Eggstravaganza 11am-1pm or 2-4pm. An event for
families, back by popular demand! Come along to Swanwick
Lakes, follow our Easter trail and win an eggciting prize, have
some eggcellent fun with messy activities in the classroom, or
just eggsplore what’s out and about on the reserve. Meet at
Swanwick Lakes Wildlife Reserve, Sopwith Way, Swanwick
(Map ref. SU 505 098). Booking is essential, so for further
details and to book your place, please contact Jo Trotter or Jess
Daish-Miller on 01489 570240. Suggested donation £5 per
family.

Thu 16
FA

Froggy Frolics 10am—12noon. Here at Swanwick Lakes
Wildlife Reserve, we think frogs are fabulous. Come and find
out about the life cycle of a frog and look for frogs and other
creatures in the pond. Enjoy some really messy pond dipping
in this event for 4-7 year-olds. Meet at Swanwick Lakes,
Sopwith Way, Swanwick (Map ref. SU 505 098). Booking
essential, so for further details and to book your place, please
contact Jo Trotter or Jess Daish-Miller on 01489 570240.
Suggested donation £2.50 per child. Please bring
warm coats and wellies.

Mon 20

FA

Old Winchester Hill 7.30pm. Barry Proctor of Natural
England will talk about the fascinating natural history of this
magnificent nature reserve and the important task of
maintaining it. To be held at Holy Trinity Church Hall, West
Street, Fareham. Ample parking in Trinity Street car park.
For further details, please contact Peter Adams on 01329
287653. Admission £2.

Wed 22
FA

Bluebell Woods Walk 10.30am. Join us for an enjoyable and
informative walk for spring birdsong and wild flowers. Meet
and park at Burridge Sports and Social Club car park on the
Park Gate to Botley Road (Map ref. SU 519 108). For further
details, please contact Geoff Moss on 01329 663078. As the
ground may be rough in places, wellies or walking boots are
advised. Suggested donation £1.50 per person.

Mon 27
BW

Bugs and Beasties 7.30pm for 7.45pm start. Geoff Read,
senior keeper at Marwell Zoo, will talk about his experiences
with a variety of insects and snakes and will introduce us to
‘Rosie’, a Chilean Rose Tarantula. Meet at St Peter’s Church
Hall, Free Street, Bishops Waltham. For further details, please
contact Jane Gentry on 01489 890961. Admission adults
£2.50, children free.

For details of all our events, check out www.hwt.org.uk

NHS Blood Donor Session
Diary

Session Diary for Wickham, correct as of 30/10/08

Thursday 30th April 2009
13:30 — 15:25 & 16:30 — 19:15

Wednesday 26th August 2009
13:30 - 15:25 & 16:30 — 19:15

Tuesday 15th December 2009
13:30 - 15:25 & 16:30 — 19:15

At Wickham Community Centre

Barnard’s Restaurant At Denmead
N

Open from 9.30 am Tuesday —Friday
For morning coffee and breakfast menu
A great place to meet, chat and relax!

Lunches Tuesday —Friday from 12.00am
Dinners Tuesday —Saturday from 7.00pm

Dine with wine offer

2courses with wine £12.00
3courses with wine £15.00
PRICE WITHOUT WINE
2courses £10.00 3courses £13.00
Available Tuesday- Friday lunch and din-
ner

www.barnardsrestaurant.co.u Hambledon Road, Denmead.
Please contact us if you would like fuwtaﬂs Reservations 023 92 257788
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In Aid of The Mayor of Winchester’s
Charities

Registered Charity No. 1093428

Clir Michael Read the Mayor of Winchester has chosen the following charities for his year:
The Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air Ambulance Service,
The Rowans Hospice and The Scout Association

24th April 2009 St George’s Day Celebrations
Winchester Guildhall
(Incorporating the Retiring Mayor’s Dinner)

Music by Adjutant Generals Corps and other entertainment

Tickets £40

29* April 2009 Coffee Morning Talk in Abbey House

Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend

Tickets £5

30" April 2009 Following the success of the Christmas Elegance

Karla Bell, NDSF

Has agreed to perform another
Entertaining floristry demonstration in Abbey House at 10.30 am

Tickets £10

9 May 2000 Hampshire Recorder Sinfonia

St Cross Hospital, Winchester 7.30 pm
Tickets £10

13" May 2009 Views of Medieval Neighbourhood

By Graham Scobie
at Abbey House 10.30 am

Tickets £7

To purchase tickets for any of the above in advance contact:

Mrs Janet Read 02392 257565 Email: readm®@btinternet.com
Mrs Anne Pearson 01489 892822 Email: annepearsonl@msn.com
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Top Rating For Hampshire

Hampshire County Council gives taxpayers very
good value for money — that’s the verdict from the
independent Audit Commission who have awarded
the county top marks for performance. It is the sev-
enth consecutive year that Hampshire has been rated
excellent. The Audit Commission inspectors also
conclude that the Council is improving strongly.

Innovation was a strong point in the overall assess-
ment. Among the areas that were praised was the
adult social care for a “clear focus on modernisation,
personalised services and support for vulnerable peo-
ple to live at home.”

The Commission also cited the county council as a
top performer in reducing the amount of waste going
to landfill — now just 10 percent.

Council Tax Increase Just 1.9 Percent

Hampshire has set a council tax increase of just 1.9
percent for 2009-10 and also for the year 2010-11.
This is the lowest council tax increase for 40 years,
even though the county receives the lowest grant
from central government of any shire county.

The tax rate for Band D properties is set at £1018.17
— an increase of £19.

To this is added the levy of the police (£142.11), the
fire authority (£60.30), Winchester City Council
(£124.38) and the parish council (£52.47) so that the
band D levy for this parish is £1397.43 — an increase
overall of 2.3 percent.

At a time of economic recession the County Council
aims to keep any rise in council tax to the lowest pos-
sible, to increase employment opportunities, to fund
capital projects to help the local economy and to buy
locally produced goods and services.

Extra Funding for Roads

The county council has assigned additional funding
for road repairs to tackle problems caused by the re-
cent bad weather. This is in addition to the extra £1
million found for its “pothole blasting” programme
that has already repaired 30,000 potholes in this fi-
nancial year.

The pothole gangs have been instructed to repair
damage caused by heavy snow and the subsequent
freeze thaw.
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Residents can report highway defects directly to
Hants Direct at 0845 60333.

20 is Plenty

The number of schools taking part in the “20 is
Plenty” campaign passed the 200 mark when a further
104 Hampshire schools joined the campaign at the
start of this year.

The campaign aims to persuade drivers to reduce
their speed to 20 mph when travelling near a school,
particularly at the start and end of the school day.
Special roads signs are installed outside the schools.

The number of children killed or injured on Hamp-
shire roads is declining but there are still 460 in-
stances of children being injured on roads in one year.

Recycling Centres

Residents are reminded that the Household Waste and
Recycling Centres in Hampshire will be open from 8
am to 7 pm in the summer months starting on 1 April.
During March the centres close at Spm.

Less Gravel Extraction

The South East of England Regional Assembly pro-
poses that Hampshire’s requirement to extract gravel
from local quarries should be reduced from 2.63 mil-
lion tonnes a year to 1.62 million tonnes. This is good
news from residents in South Hampshire where many
of the quarries are situated.

Music farewell

Richard Howlett is retiring this month after 20 years
as Head of the Hampshire Music Service. Richard has
done a huge amount of work to encourage Hampshire
schools to promote music in their teaching pro-
grammes and to assist young people to learn a musi-
cal instrument. Twice in recent years he has led a
massed choir of Hampshire young people to perform
at the Albert Hall in the annual
schools prom concert.

F G Allgood
County Councillor
For Wickham




Wichester City Council Report

Hampshire Home Choice.

Winchester City Council is changing the way in
which it allocates social housing to anyone applying
for housing or applying to transfer. Hampshire Home
Choice is the new choice based lettings system that
will be live in Spring 2009.

Under Hampshire Home Winchester City Council
will advertise vacant social housing properties
(council and housing association vacancies) on a
weekly cycle. The advert will include as much infor-
mation as possible to enable applicants to make in-
formed decisions about which properties they would
like to consider. Vacant social housing properties will
be advertised on the dedicated website
www.hampshirechomechoice.org.uk (which is cur-
rently under conctruction), and printed newsletters
will be made available at various distribution points
such as Winchester City Offices.This choice based
letting system allows potential tenants to bid for a
property. Please note this means the points system
will be replaced by a banding system. Any prospec-
tive applicant will need to fill in the Housing Appli-
cation Form., this can be e-mailed or write to Win-
chester to request a form by post.

Wickham Toilets.

Winchester City Council have asked Wickham Parish
Council to pay half of the running costs towards the
toilet facilities. The Parish Council has refused and
we support this.The toilets are a district facility and
should be funded from the general council tax.

LDF Preferred Options Paper

Councillors are set to vote in April on the LDF Pre-
ferred Options for future housing in the area. We will
keep you all informed of future developments.

Thérése Evans 3, Copperwood,
Holt Close,
Wickham,

Hants.. PO17 SEY
tel: 832700

email: tevans@winchester.gov.uk

14 Manor Close,
Wickham,
Hants. PO17 5BZ

Angela Clear

tel: 832923
email: aclear@winchester.gov .uk
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The UK’s Leading Family Support
Organisation

Home-Start volunteers are matched
with families who have young children
and who need a little support to help
them through a stressful time.
Volunteers are asked to visit “their”
family once or twice a week for a couple
of hours offering friendship, support
and practical help.

If you have a few hours a week to
spare and you have parenting
experience, give us a call to find out
more.

Out of pocket expenses will be
reimbursed.

This voluntary work is unpaid but is
highly rewarding.

YOU can make a difference to
someone’s life.

Wickham Community Centre
Mill Lane, Wickham, Hants PO17 5AL
01329 835936 and ask for Claire or

Louise
Email: organiser@homestart-
meonvalley.org.uk
www.homestart-meonvalley.org.uk
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Wickham Parish
Council News

April 2009

Wickham Parish Council
Citizen of the Year Awards
2009

Nominations Welcomed
Please send to the Clerk by 9th April

Nominations need not be for volunteers but
should be for people working or volunteering
in the Wickham community, which of course,

includes Knowle.

Categories:

» Citizen of the Year

* Good Neighbour

* Young Citizen of the Year

* Customer service community award,
for a local business making
significant contribution to the
community

» Lifetime achievement award for
service to the community

Awards will be presented at the Annual
Parish Assembly on Wednesday 13th May.

Offers of sponsorship from local businesses
would be welcome.

Nominations for the awards to be made
to the Parish Council by
Thursday 9th April 2009.

Parish Council Chairman and Vice-Chairman
together with the Chairman of the General

Wicklam Parsd Counci

The Brian Sharp Memorial Cup

Best Summer
Garden Competition
2009
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Annual Parish Assembly 13th May 2009

The Parish Council would like to invite all
residents and members of local
organisations to the Annual Parish Assembly
7pm 13th May at Wickham Community
Centre to celebrate the win by sharing a
drink or two and buffet.

Parish Council Meetings

Held at Wickham Community Centre, all welcome
to attend.

Full Council
7.15pm Monday 20th April
Committees
11am Wednesday 22nd April
7pm Monday 27th April

Please see notice boards and website for
agendas and dates and times of other meetings.

Purposes Committee will judge awards.
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Nicki Oliver Parish Clerk
Heatherdene, Turkey Island,
Shedfield, Southampton
S032 2JE
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Tel 01329 835019
Email wickhamparishcouncil@msn.com



