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THOUGHTS FROM
THE CURATE

Here we are nearly at the end of

another year, but before
Christmas and the end of the
year arrives the  church
celebrates the season of

Advent. 1 think I’ve said
before that this is one of my
favourite times. It is a time of
dark nights and of trying to
banish that darkness by erecting
lights in our gardens or outside
our houses and of lighting
Wickham Square, this year on
the 1* of December. Come and
join us, it is great fun. Advent
is a time of waiting,
anticipation, preparation and
looking forward. It is also a
time of business, of buying
presents, thinking what each of
our children, partners, friends
would really appreciate, a time
of planning, cooking, great
smells and let’s face it,
tiredness.

This year many of us may be
finding it more difficult
financially than last year. We
may have all sorts of different
worries, that of not being able
to give our children what they
desire in their stockings
perhaps, of being made
redundant, of not being able to

get into the job market.
Christmas isn’t always the fun
time the television makes out
that it should be. But if we
think about it I don’t suppose
that it was a really fun time on
the first Christmas for Mary
and Joseph. They didn’t even
have a room in which to bring a
child into the world. It isn’t
possessions that make us truly
happy, it is knowing that we are
loved and cherished that is the
most important thing. Joseph
loved Mary and protected her
and her child whom they both
loved. 1 wonder if there are
some people whom we know
that will be feeling unloved and
neglected  this  Christmas?
What can we do to help them
feel the love and peace that the
Christ Child brings? Just a

cheerful smile and a knock on
the door and a few moments of
our time can make such a
difference to a lonely neighbour
or relative.

As we prepare for Christmas
and as we celebrate the
birthday of the baby in the
manger, God Immanuel- God
with us- let us remember that
Jesus was ‘the light of the
world’ a world that for some of
us seems such a dark place and
let us take that light into the
dark places and flood the
darkness with love, light and
peace.

May the joy of the angels, the
eagerness of the shepherds and
the perseverance of the wise
men, the obedience of Joseph
and Mary and the peace of the
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Christ-child be
Christmas.

ours this

These are my final thoughts for
the magazine as Adrian and I
shall be leaving Wickham at
the end of January, my final
Sunday being 22" January. I
hope that 2012 is a very good
and prosperous year for you all
- you will be in my thoughts
and prayers always.
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ST NICHOLAS

CHURCH, WICKHAM
CHILDREN'S CHURCH

Saturday 10™ December 2011
2pm until 4pm

Please come and join us at St
Nicholas Church, Wickham, we
will be holding an
Afternoon, in the Church, making
for the
Church and for you to take home.

Activities

Christmas Decorations

We also need your help to design
a crest for the Children's Church.

Drinks
supplied

and biscuits will be

Look forward to seeing you there



Editorial.

We are pleased to present
the last edition of the Parish
Magazine for 2011. It has
been an eventful year, at
home and overseas and has
brought a mixed bag of
good and not so good; we
might think  ourselves
indeed fortunate, compared
to our cousins in many
parts of the world.

We extend our
congratulations to the staff,
volunteers and pupils of
Wickham  Church  of
England Primary School on
their recent award
nomination. It 1is very
pleasing to hear of all the
effort and good work in
progress, the interaction
with other village groups
and activities, not least the
continued liaison with St
Nicholas Church. We hope
staff and pupils enjoy their
well deserved, Christmas
lunch.

Well done all those who
supported the ‘Evening at

the opera’ at Park Place
and raised over £1,000 to
be donated to the most
worthy  Ethiopian Clinic
appeal......and to those
who have worked hard to
arrange  and/or  made
generous donations towards
the cost of much needed
repairs to St Nicholas
Church.

Please note 10"of December
1s the Children’s Church
Day, an afternoon of making
Christmas decoration......and
free tea and biscuits.

It was reassuring to see a
packed Community Centre
on a cold November
evening, to address the
SDA issue. It was a fine
show of  community
determination and spirit.....
and it is on-going!
Volunteer chefs are
urgently  required by
Wickham Lunch Club,
working in teams of three
to prepare two course meals
for fifteen ‘seniors. The
volunteers are needed for

just a couple of hours, on
Wednesdays, eight times
per year. Also, Wickham
Community Care are trying
to recruit drivers and ‘co-

ordinators’ to join this
much needed and much
appreciated service.

Volunteers are needed at
the Wickham Centre, see

pl9, and  with 1
Responders.
We wish Reverend

Elizabeth and Adrian a
fond farewell and express
our sincere thanks for the
continued spiritual
guidance and their extended
contribution to St Nicholas
Church and the community.
Finally, we wish you all a
happy Christmas and good
fortune for the New Year.

The Editorial team.

DB

ESTETUNION

Christian care for families

Our November meeting took
place at the home of Anne
Marshall, and after our
customary act of worship
Elizabeth gave out test papers
for a Bible quiz which she had
prepared for us. The questions
covered both the Old and New
Testaments, and a couple of
Bibles were provided in case
anyone needed to check their

answers in fact members
admitted that if they didn’t
know the answer, they
wouldn’t know where to look
for it. It was quite a thought-
provoking  afternoon  and
generated much discussion on
Bible-reading habits afterwards.
The report on our performance
would probably read *Could do
Better’.

Our next meeting will be
on 13" December at 7 Tanfield
Park with Christmas carols and
mince pies.

VS -



NEW CHOIR STALLS
IN ST. NICHOLAS

We tend to think that skilled and
inspirational  craftsmen  and
women are something of the past
and, until a few years ago we
would have been right to say that
it was they who made St.
Nicholas’ Church the building it
is today. In the last century it
was those of the post war period
who, for example, replaced the
floor in the chancel and created
the wood panelling and the
vestry.

This status quo held until 2005
when the glass screens, engraved
by Tracey Sheppard, were
installed to stunning effect in the
Lady Chapel.

The PCC now wishes to
introduce more new work,
designed especially for St.

Nicholas’. For years we have
agonised over the repair of the
decayed and uncomfortable choir

stalls (the front rows were
designed for children, not
today’s adults!). We also need
them to be more portable on
occasions when we open up the
“crossing” in order to make the
church more welcoming by
holding special services and by
staging secular events for the
whole community.

With the benefit of a number of
legacies the PCC has now been
able to invite craftsmen to
submit designs for a new set of
choir readers and seats. It is
quite clear from the designers
whom we meet that they are
serious in their aim to create
high quality work which will
blend with and reflect aspects of
what we already have in St.
Nicholas’.

We will display drawings when
the PCC’s choice is made, and
hope to have the new furniture in
place before the end of next year.
Our church will then embody the

work of skilled men and women
throughout its 900 year history,
from 1120 and the Norman arch
at the porch, the Uvedale
Memorial of the 1500s, through
the Victorian changes of the
1870s, right up to 2005 and
2012.

The very generous legacies will
cover the majority of the costs,
so there should be little or no
need to draw down on
churchgoers’ general giving for
this project. We would however
welcome donations if the project
inspires you!

This major project marks a
fitting start for the celebrations
the PCC is planning for 2020
when we mark the 900"
anniversary of the church.

Elizabeth Groves, Sheila
Campbell, Judy Lucas (PCC
SubCommittee)

ST NICHOLAS’S
20/20 VISION

We announced last year the
intention of the PCC to plan for
suitable celebrations to mark the
900™ anniversary of our church
of St Nicholas which falls in the
year 2020.
Projects which had been agreed
included:
replacing  dilapidated and
worm-eaten choir stalls
installation of a portable
projector with a drop-
down screen
re-flooring the north transept
a major overhaul of the organ

We are pleased now to report
progress on the first two items:

The choir stall committee have
submitted an article (above)
detailing the reasoning behind

the project and the very
successful progress that has been
made.  After many years of
deliberation we now look
forward to a realistic prospect of
the new furniture being in place
by the end of next year.

Having seen installations in other
churches, we have decided on
the  audio/visual  projection
system  which seems most
suitable for St Nicholas. We
now await a faculty granting
diocesan approval for the work
to go ahead.

We hope that once these projects
have been completed we will be
able to turn our attention
enthusiastically to improving the
appearance and comfort of the
north transept, possibly including
under-floor heating, and to the
increasingly critical restoration

of the organ which will be
needed if we are still to enjoy its
fine voice filling the church and
leading our services.

As has been written above, we
have been extremely fortunate in
benefiting from a number of very
generous legacies, without which
it is unlikely that our 20/20
Vision would have reached this
point. The two remaining
projects however will require a
considerable outlay, and we
should be most grateful for any
offers of assistance, whilst at the

same time welcoming any
suggestions for marking the
occasion.

Sheila Campbell
Robert Goulson
Churchwardens



News from Park Place

It is incredible that December is
here again. It seems only a few
weeks since we were last
celebrating the joyful Feast of
Christmas. It is such a happy time
for those of us with loving
families, and  children or
grandchildren to make the day
complete.

Unfortunately not all are so
blessed, we remember all who are
sick or struggling with the worries
of unemployment, and poverty.

It is a time when we should try to

remember those who are alone,
especially those who are alone at
Christmas for the first time. We
have had a sad autumn here at
Park Place; several of our dear
friends have lost loved ones
recently. We are praying for them
all, and we hope they know we are
here for them, and as far as we
can, we share their sorrow.

Our last event for 2011 was our
“An Evening at the Opera” It was
the first time we have had such an
event. The church was filled to
capacity, among the audience
were many of our friends from
Wickham. Once again we thank
you for your support. The singing
was superb and the wine and
Mediterranean buffet much
appreciated.

We were delighted to be able to
give the Sisters a cheque for

£1051.00 for the wonderful work
they are doing in Ethiopia. The
conditions there are very poor, and
the health care received from the
clinic is vital for the local people.
They also give help for those who
are starving and come across the
border in search of food.

Sadly there is much violence
around them and we send our
love and prayers to the Sisters
there for their safety and well
being,.

Father Andrew, the Sisters, and all
of the Park Place community wish
you all a happy and holy
Christmas. May the joy of this
blessed time be with you and your
families.

God Bless,
Leila.

Readers may like to be aware of

replacement signs in the
churchyard, which read as
follows:
THE
CHURCHYARD

St. Nicholas’ churchyard is a place
where the mortal remains of past
generations are reverently laid at
peace and the monuments here are
a solace to the relatives of those
they commemorate.

We aim to maintain the
churchyard as best we can and to
provide an overall sense of peace
and harmony. To this end we ask
your help with the following:

Please use fresh flowers only

Please remove all wrapping
materials (i.e. plastic and
cellophane) [This is because
they do not bio-degrade and
the flowers rot very quickly
inside]

Please let the grass grow over the
graves so that the grass can be
cut and kept as tidy as
possible

Please refrain from any planting
on graves

Please avoid placing items, such
as kerbs, which can damage
our mowing equipment.

Please note:

The introduction of such items as
plastic flowers, trinkets, lights
and toys is discouraged.

Please note that faded tributes will
be removed regularly.

Thank you for your help.

GARDEN OF
REMEMBRANCE

The Garden of Remembrance is a
place where all are welcome to
come and sit for a while to rest
and think and pray.

We believe we have created a
place of beauty and peace where
the dignified Burial of Ashes of all
members of the community can
take place.

It is against this background that
we request the following:

Please use fresh flowers only
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Please place your flowers in the
troughs provided or at the foot
of the cross

Please place all funeral tributes at
the foot of the cross

Please remove all wrapping
materials (i.e. cellophane and
plastic) [This is because
they do not bio-degrade
and the flowers rot very
quickly inside.]

Please do not leave your own
pots, vases, statuettes etc.
[They tend to get broken]

Please do not leave tributes on
the grass or next to the
Memorial Stones. [They kill
the grass/plants underneath]

Please note

Faded tributes will be removed
regularly

Planting is carried out by the
Garden of Remembrance
Committee

Thank you for your help.
St. Nicholas’ Church PCC
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Following a generous invitation
from Sheikh Fazle Abbas

Datoo, the Resident Alim of the

Al Mahdi Wessex Jamaat a
number of the St Nicholas
community visited the new Al
Mahdi project on Fontley Road
on Sunday 23" October. The
occasion was the celebration of
the Muslim festival of Dahwul
Ardh, Earth Day.

A great deal of thought has
evidently gone into building the

energy

new Al Mahdi.
storey building,

It is a single
having no

minaret, set in a wooded area
well back from the road. We
were told that the centre is
designed with great sensitivity
Geothermal

to the Earth.

and solar panels
together with reed bed waste
water filtration are expected to
make the running of the centre
non-polluting and  carbon-
neutral.

welcomed  with
introductions and readings from

We were

the Koran by young people.
The convenor of the Al Mahdi
project then spoke about the
new centre and Sheikh Fazle
Abbas Datoo reminded us of
the unity of all faiths in
stewardship of the Earth.

Landscaping of the extensive
site is the responsibility of
Toby Williams, a resident of
Wickham. Toby outlined for us
the ambitious plans for creating
a lake and planting both
productive and decorative trees
and shrubs from all around the
world, before producing heaps
of some three thousand daffodil
bulbs to be planted in a bed in
front of the  building.
Refreshments were provided,
and with instructions on the top
and bottom of the bulbs, we
were given the task of
recording our visit by planting
as many bulbs as ageing backs
would allow.

Arrangements are in hand to
purchase a significant shrub as
voted by St Nicholas PCC to be
a gift to Al Mahdi.

Robert Goulson

CHURCHYARD
WORKING PARTY

The weather held good on the
Saturday morning when a stal-
wart few answered the call to

help clear the churchyard ready
for winter. We rather overshot
the anticipated two hours, but
there was a notable improve-
ment by the time we had fin-
ished.

Our sincere thanks to those
who gave up their morning to
help.

Churchwardens



WESSEX
MADRASAH
PARTICIPATES IN
BIG DRAW 2011

For the second year running

Wessex Jamaat was invited to
participate in the 'The Big
Draw' at the Ancient Parish
Church of St Nicholas on
Saturday 15th October 2011.
This year the theme was
“Stewardship of the Planet.”
The theme tied in very well
with  our Dahwul Ardh
celebrations  taking  place
throughout the week from 15
to 24" October, 2011.

The Big Draw is an annual
event launched in the year 2000
by Campaign for Drawing. It

works to raise the profile of
drawing and promotes it as a
tool for thought, creativity,
social and cultural engagement.
The Campaign has created a
new regard for the value of
drawing to help people see,
think, invent and take action.

The young members of the
Jamaat led by the Resident
Alim Sheikh Fazle Abbas
Datoo took very different
approaches to express the
theme through their artistic
skills. Some members decided
to take a very nature-based
aspect and looked at displays to
highlight on saving the

environment and all of Allah's

creation. Meanwhile others
focused on a wide range of
calligraphy in Arabic pointing
the various Islamic messages
and teachings of being stewards
of the Earth.

Patricia  Fray, the local
organiser of the Big Draw in
Wickham said: “It was both an
honour and a pleasure to

welcome such talented young
people to participate again. The
pictures and slogans they drew

and wrote were thought
provoking and insightful. Plus
some humour too!”

Roshan Ganji, President
Wessex Jamaat commented:
“This 1s one of the outcomes of

success from the Bridging
Wickham Project. Such
opportunities enable greater

interfaith understanding and
strengthen relations in the
Community.”

By Fatema Nasser and
Khudayja Datoo
Wessex Madrasah
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GOOD NEWS TRAVELLING Greetings cards and notelets ~ to No visit in May

LIBRARY buy at very reasonable prices. 19 June (3" Tues)

2nd Tuesdays, 10.30 am - 12 noon
at the Paterson Centre,

Church Road, Swanmore.

Books - including fiction - films,
DVDs, videos, tapes and music ~
to borrow.

Refreshments are served.

Dates for 2012
10 January
14 February
13 March
10 April

10 July
No visit in August
11 Sept
9 Oct
13 Nov
No visit in December



Wickham Annual Fete
9th June 2012

Please put the date for next
year’s fete in your new diary
now. The fete is held in the
beautiful grounds of Beverley
on the second Tuesday in June -
and we really want you all to
come and enjoy this lively and
fun-filled
occasion.

traditional village

We would
some help with organising the

really welcome

publicity side of the fete and
would encourage anyone who
could bring some new ideas
and enthusiasm to our team to
ring one of the fete committee
for information on how to get
involved. I can assure you our
lot of
laughter (and the occasional

meetings involve a

glass of wine!) Thanks. Sue
(828589) Judy (833655) Niki
(8333749) Di (832633).

MEON VALLEY
PILGRIMAGE
TRAIL - THE LAST
LEG

On a gloriously sunny afternoon
on 8" October, a group of pilgrims
of the Meon Valley villages came
down off the hills above the river
to be welcomed at East Meon

church with delicious refreshments
followed by a short service.

So ended the sixth year of
following the path up the river
from the mouth at Titchfield
Haven to (almost) its source near
East Meon. Each year, as near as
possible to St Wilfrid’s Day, we
have walked one section from
village church to village church on
the route which St Wilfrid might

have taken in the 7" Century.

After a slow uptake, the people of
Wickham  have  joined in
increasing numbers, to the point
where on this last leg Wickham
alone provided a third of the
walkers, a fine testimony to
community spirit.

Robert Goulson

WICKHAM COMMUNITY CARE

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING THE RESIDENTS OF
WICKHAM?

COULD YOU SPARE A FEW HOURS OCCASIONALLY TO
ANSWER THE TELEPHONE AND CO-ORDINATE TRANSPORT
FOR PEOPLE NEEDING LIFTS?

If you can answer “yes” then we would love to hear from you.

Wickham Community Care is urgently seeking to recruit some new
co-ordinators to answer the phone and then arrange for our VVolunteer
Drivers to provide lifts for people in the village to attend medical
appointments with the local GP’s or at Portsmouth, Southampton and
Winchester hospitals, or to go shopping locally etc.

We have a rota for our co-ordinators, who are “on duty” for one month
every 7 or 8 months. The volume of calls varies but is usually around
25 — 30 per month.

The co-ordinators are also invited to attend the revue meetings which take
place every one or two months, for about Lhour.

We are also always pleased to hear from potential VVolunteer Drivers.
If anyone is interested in joining the group, or in finding out more

information please contact Sue Leatham 01329 834925 or
Heather Oswald 01329 835061

g\ , WICKHAM
9 1 YOUTH
| CLUB

STMAS
FUNDRAISER

On SATURDAY DECEMBER
10th.

6.00 To 11.00 pm

Santa will be there with his
elves

DISCO, BUFFET
LICENSED BAR, RAFFLE
Admission - Youth Club Members £1.00
Non-members £1.50 Under 5’s Free
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Churches together
Quiet half hours

January 31%
The Morrell Room, Study Centre
Shedfield
February 28"

St Mary’s Church, Droxford
March 20" (39 Tuesday)
Waltham Chase Methodist Church,
Curdridge Lane
April 24
St Peter’s Church Curdridge
May 29"

Shirrell Heath Methodist Church
June 26™
Blessed Mary Church, Upham
All held on Tuesdays, starting at 7.30 pm, lasting
30 minutes.

These are times of quiet contemplation of the type
50 often overlooked in this busy world.

Botley Choral Society
Christmas Concert

A Ceremony of Carols
by Benjamin Britten
and a selection of traditional carols
Saturday 10t December
All Saints Church, Botley
7.30 p.m.
Tickets £12 (£10 concessions)

Tel: 01489 890007 E-mail:

enquiries@botleychoral.co.uk

www.botleychoral.co.uk

Mind the Gap

Understanding and Getting the Most
out of Different Generations

A Presentation by
Dr Graeme Codrington
7pm on 12th January 2012

Waltham?Chasés

Methodist’CHuiChgs
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URBEr standing why
we don’t understand

We may have been living in the same house or working in the
same office but we may have been living in different worlds

Contact Shedfield Parish Office 01329 832162
stjohnsoffice@btinternet.com
Space is limited—apply early

A Festival of *

Christmas

A display of
Christmas Cribs
St Peter’s Church

Bishop's Waltham

December 2011
Friday oth 1- 4.30 pm
Saturday ioth 10 - 4.30 pm
Sunday 11th 11 -3 pm

SRRSO Tt _ASCESCE—"

TFREE RADMISSION —~ REFRESHMINTS AVAILABLE

Application. forms to disptay a orib are available in
chiroh or contitct VAnessa Enomerton
(rel Bw 295079)




WICKHAM CHURCH OF
ENGLAND PRIMARY
SCHOOL

As the autumn term draws to a
close we have many magical
Christmas events planned at
school. The Friends of Wickham
Church of England Primary
School (FOWPS) Christmas Fayre
was held on Friday 25"
November. We are fortunate to
have a dedicated committee who
work hard to organise our
fundraising events and we
certainly enjoy great support from
the school and village community.
I am proud to lead such a great
team and would like to take this
opportunity to thank our staff,
families and members of the local
community for making our school
community so successful.

Children in Years R, 1 and 2 are
preparing for their Christmas
Nativity which promises to be
spectacular. The children have
been singing the nativity songs
with real enthusiasm this year and
we look forward to enjoying their
performances.

Our school choir, the Super
Singers, will be singing at several
village events in the lead up to
Christmas - the Thursday Club

Christmas Party, St Nicholas’
Patronal Festival and the Foresters
Friendly = Society  Christmas

Carolcade. The children in the
choir are ably led by Helen Castle
our Key Stage 2 Leader and have
great fun at their weekly
rehearsals. They also enjoy
performing in the village and I
hope many of you will have the
chance to hear them.

In school we will enjoy our
traditional Christmas Lunch in the
last week of term. All of our 177

children will share Christmas
Dinner together, served by the
school staff. Following this they
will have class parties and a disco
provided by FOWPS.

Finally, on our last day of term,
our whole school will walk to St
Nicholas’ Church for our Carol
Service. Our church is very

important to us and our Carol
Service will end our school term
perfectly.

Chair of Governors

After 17 years in the important
strategic role, Sue Roger-Jones
has stepped down as our Chair of
Governors. Sue will continue her
invaluable work as a Governor but
is keen to relinquish the
responsibility she has held for so
long.

Sue has made an enormous
contribution to our school as
governor for 24 years now and we
held a special assembly and tea
party to celebrate and thank her
for her work as Chair.

The News — We Can Do It
Awards 2011
We are extremely proud to have
been nominated for an award in
The News’ annual ‘We Can Do It’
awards. We have been shortlisted

in the category of ‘Best School —
ones who excelled or made a
contribution to society’ for our
recent fundraising event to support
Jeans for Genes Day. We have
therefore been invited to attend the

awards evening at the New
Theatre Royal, Portsmouth.
Our nomination was received

following the article published in
‘The News’ which congratulated
our children on their enthusiasm to
raise money for children with
genetic disorders. The fundraising
event was particularly important to
us as Jack Layton in Year 1 has
Muscular Dystrophy.

Wickham Twinning Association
Year 3 were extremely pleased to
welcome Di Hemingway-Rice of
the Wickham Twinning Association
to their class as Di not only talked
with the children about the French
town of Villers-sur-Mer, but she
brought French food to taste too!
Our children learn French as a

Modern

Foreign
throughout Key Stage 2 and the
children in Year 3 had a chance to
share their new skills with Di
when she visited.

Language

We look forward to re-establishing
our links with the school in Villers
-sur-Mer this year with the support
of the Twinning Association.

We wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Thank you for your support
throughout 2011, our school
continues to build from strength to
strength and we are proud of our
children and their achievements
which we look forward to sharing
with you in 2012.

Maria Ackland
Headteacher



CITIZENS ADVICE
BUREAUX

Q. I have worked in a bar full
time for over a year and have
only been allowed to take five
days off so far. When I asked
my boss if I could take two
weeks holiday later in the year
he refused, telling me I was only
entitled to five days off a year.
I’m sure this can’t be right, but
I’m worried about losing my job
if I kick up a fuss. Is there
anything I can do?

A. Like most full-time workers,
you are entitled to at least 28 days'
paid holiday a year (5.6 weeks)
including public holidays. This is
a legal right.

Your contract of employment may
give you the right to take more
than the statutory amount of paid
holiday, but it cannot give you
less. To help you work out your
exact entitlement, you can use the
calculator on the Business Link

website at

= www.businesslink.gov.uk

You don’t have an automatic right
to take bank or public holidays off
work, with or without pay, but
your employment contract may
give you bank or public holidays
off on top of your statutory
holiday. If this is the case, your
contract should specify this and
also say whether you will be paid
for these days.

If your employer refuses to let you
take holiday, or refuses to let you
take holiday at a particular time,
try to sort it out informally with
them first. If this doesn't work, get
advice as soon as possible from
your trade union if you belong to
one, or from an experienced CAB
adviser. You may be able to take
your case to an employment
tribunal, but there are pros and
cons to think about if you are
considering this course of action.
For more information and advice
on employment problems you can

contact your local CAB at Well
House, 2 Brook Street, Bishop's
Waltham, SO32 1AX, Tel. No.
(01489) 896376 open from 10.00
am. to 2.00 p.m. on Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.
We also run an advice surgery at

Wickham  Community Centre,
Mill Lane, Wickham on
Thursdays from 10.30 a.m. to
1.30 p.m, If this is not
convenient, please note our

Thursday evening appointments
only session (from 4 to 7 p.m.) at
the Bishop’s Waltham Bureau.
You can also e-mail us on
bishopswaltham(@cabnet.org.uk
with your problem. You can also
go to our local website
www.bishopswalthamcab.org.uk
or you can go to the national
Citizens Advice website
www.adviceguide.org.uk

&4

A Sure Start Children’s Centre

As usual it seems impossible to
think that Christmas is just around
the corner and we will soon be
welcoming in a New Year! [ am
sure everyone is busy with their
preparations and excitement is
building in all households. To
combat this the centre has plenty
of activities to take children to if
they have a little extra energy to
use up. Please call the centre or
look on our website for more de-
tails.

As a special celebration at the end
of the year we are holding parties
in Knowle, Wickham and White-
ley. We have a music session
planned within this session, party
food and a special surprise for
children at the end. If you would
like to attend one of these events
please call the centre to book as
spaces are limited.

The most recent additions to our

activities are an outdoor Wildlife
Tots group currently on Tuesday
morning. Ensure you bring appro-
priate clothing and wellies, as this
group makes the most of the con-
servation area in the Wickham
Church of England Primary
School grounds. Boogie Babes
sessions (for 0 to 1 years) will be
starting in Knowle in the New
Year on Tuesday afternoons. This
is a lovely way to learn new songs
and action rhymes — and make
new friends at the same time.
From December a Jobcentre Plus
advisor will be based at the centre
in Wickham every Monday, so if
you would like advice or support
feel free to pop in for a chat. We
have also been linking with the
health team and Sovereign Chil-
dren’s Centre in Whiteley, and
running our Merry Tots group
alongside the baby clinic on Mon-
day afternoons in the Whiteley
Community Centre.

We have recently evaluated all our
activities and are busy reviewing
the feedback, so hopefully we will
be able to adapt our sessions to
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offer an even better service. An
evaluation is also being completed
on our services over the last year,
and this will give you the oppor-
tunity to give feedback and allow
us to see what impact the centre
has had on families. Collated data
will be used to shape our delivery
for the future, tailored to the local
communities needs. As we value
your opinions and ideas we are
currently recruiting users of our
centre to the family forum, and
also volunteers from the local
community to help support in a
variety of ways. If you are inter-
ested in either of these opportuni-
ties please let us know.

The Merry-Go-Round Children’s
Centre team would like to thank
you for your input to the centre
over the last year, and we wish
you all a very merry Christmas
and happy New Year.

Jo Alesbury
Acting Children’s Centre Co-
ordinator


http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?r.s=tl&r.l1=1073858787&r.lc=en&r.l2=1073858926&topicId=1074414642
mailto:bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk
http://www.bishopswalthamcab.org.uk
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk

MEON VALLEY
CARERS GROUP NEWS
Registered Charity No.
1107865
Promoting a positive way
of living with dementia

Are you or someone you know
caring for someone suffering
from memory difficulties? Meon
Valley Carers Group 1is a
voluntary organisation supporting
the carers and their families. It
provides an opportunity to mix
socially along with their cared for
with people in a similar situation
on a regular basis.

Our AGM at the end of October
gave us the perfect opportunity to
reflect on the past year, which we
did this year with both sadness and
pride.

We’ve had another amazing year,
many wonderful speakers at our
meetings providing members with
the support they need within their
caring roles by way of information,
advice and sometimes just someone
to listen sympathetically to their
concerns. The ‘cared for’ have
enjoyed exercise, music therapy
and some great craft sessions. The
‘forget-me-nots’, our lovely group
of ex-carers have continued to
enhance the group and have
themselves enjoyed their social
sessions. Despite the poor summer
the weather was kind to us for our
annual pilgrimage to the beach
where we made grateful use of the
Wheelhouse at Hillhead courtesy
of the Rotary Club, and for our
Garden Party held at the home of
More
recently we have had a trip on the

one of our volunteers.

Watercress Line and an outing to
Brambridge Garden Centre for a

cream tea.

We were thrilled to have two of
our volunteers receive Bishops
Waltham Parish
Volunteer Awards. Janice Romer,

Council

one of our hidden heroes was
presented the Volunteer of the
Year Award for 2011 for her work
with  several local  groups
including her role as one of our
trustees. Sylvia Hazzard gained
her award for her incredible work
in planning and organising our
meetings and outings, unfortunately
Sylvia has now left the group and
she will be sorely missed. We are
also saddened by the loss of Sue
Musselwhite our chairman for the
past two years. Her drive,
determination and enthusiasm will
be missed. We wish them every
happiness for the future and hope
that they will not

strangers to the group. It is

become
perhaps a recognition of the
amount of work and time Sue put
into her role that the committee
has decided to split her
responsibilities between a
Chairman and creating a new role
of Coordinator to support the
Chairman by taking on much of
the day-to-day running of the
group.

The group’s new management
committee was formalised at our
AGM where our new Chairman
was appointed and we are all
pleased to welcome The Reverend
Tom Johns to our team. The new
position of Coordinator has been
filled by co-opting a current
member of the group, Jane Ward.
Debbie Marsh, one of the trustees
has taken over the role of
administrator and the running of
our Drop in Centre and we were
grateful that all of our remaining
trustees will continue in their role.
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We were pleased to welcome the
Mayor of Winchester, Barry
Lipscombe and his wife, also
Councillor Anna McNair Scott the
Chair
Council as our guests to our
AGM. Both the Mayor and the
Chair of HCC
members and volunteers, and it

of Hampshire County

spoke to our
was encouraging to receive
enthusiastic praise for the groups
work. Bill Drake, founder of the
group reviewed the progress the
group has made and gave some
background as to how it all
started, he reiterated the huge debt
we owe to Sue Musselwhite for all
of her hard work. Once the
formalities were over, everyone
welcomed a cup of tea and a slice
(or two) of cake as Andrew
Knights commenced our musical
entertainment. A favourite of
ours, Andrew always brings an
incredible level of energy to his
performance and quickly gets all
of our members joining in with his
various percussion instruments.

Do you like organising events, full
of ideas for things to do? We are
looking for someone to help with
planning the group programme
and outings for next year. If you
are interested in helping then
please contact the office.

6" Dec Pub Lunch at The
Forge, Shedfield
12 noon

13" Dec AGM at The
Paterson  Centre

1.30 arrival for a
2.00pm start
The Carers Centre for Memory
Concerns, at the Paterson Centre,
Church Road, Swanmore Mon &
Thurs 9 am - 1pm, Tel: 01489
895444 E-Mail
meon-valley@btconnect.com



mailto:meon-valley@btconnect.com

HAMPSHIRE
GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY
(Family History)

The Waltham Chase branch of
the Hampshire Genealogical
Society (HGS) meets on the 4"
Tuesday of each month at
Waltham Chase Village Hall
from 7.30pm.

If you are interested in tracing
your family history and
meeting like-minded people,
please do come along to the
Group. You are welcome as a
guest for up to three meetings
before you need to make a
decision on whether or not to
join the HGS for an annual fee
of £10.00 per year. As a
member you can also join in
any of the local groups that
meet around the county, and
help and advice for your own

research is available both from
your group and at the Society‘s
Research Centre.

In  October the  Group
welcomed Mike Hobbs, who
came along at short notice
when our booked speaker was
Mike’s
presentation and talk was on

unable to attend.
the use of Military records from
the Crimea to World War IL
Using the records he had found
on his family Mike was able to
show how by using the many
sources  available:  family
memorabilia, military and other
offices,

museums,  record

libraries, newspapers and of

course the internet, a very
complete picture can be built of
an ancestor’s military service.
Mike had a table of interesting
memorabilia: this, plus his very
informative talk and presentation,

gave members an interesting,

helpful and enjoyable evening.
Future meetings are as follows
and visitors and new members
are always welcome:

22 Nov 2011
and Chat
No meeting in December.

Relax, Buffet

Chris can be contacted on
01489 895462 or at
walthamchase@hgs-online.org.uk
for information about the HGS
and the Group meetings.

We look forward to seeing you.

Chris Pavey
Waltham Chase Group
Organiser

PLEASE CAN YOU
HELP?

COOKS URGENTLY
REQUIRED

We badly need volunteers
to help with cooking for the
Wickham Lunch Club. This is a
social club for the elderly of the
village meeting
Wednesday in the

Room and is

every
Church
very much
appreciated by the members.
Teams of three cooks provide a
hot two-course meal for 15-20
people each week, with one
person cooking the main dish

(meat etc.), one doing the
vegetables and one the
pudding. There are currently
eight teams so each team gets
to cook once every 8 weeks but
we are just about to lose several
cooks (for family or health
reasons) and, therefore, are
anxious to recruit some new
cooks to help in the New Year.
We need both regular cooks -
to join a team to cook every 8
weeks - and also stand-in
cooks who go on a reserve list
and may be called upon at
intervals to stand in for

someone who cannot do their
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regular date. Cooks may claim
for their expenses.

If you could and would
like to help, please ring either
of us a.s.a.p. for more details.

Lucy Carter 01329 832928
Di Frost 01329 832633


mailto:walthamchase@hgs-online.org.uk

wildlife

TRUSTS

Hampshire &
Isle of Wight

Wildlife
Groups

Trust’s  Species

Are you interested in local
wildlife? Would you like to
learn more about natural
history? Did you know your
local Wildlife Trust runs three
specialist groups, for people
with a passion for amphibians
and reptiles, mammals, and
flora? The groups are supported
by Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust but organised by
commiittees of dedicated volunteers,
who are experienced and
extremely knowledgeable about
local wildlife.

Hampshire Amphibian and
Reptile Group (HARG) focus
their efforts on conserving our
local herpatofauna. There are
13 native species of amphibian
and reptile, and 12 of them can
be found in Hampshire. HARG
organises many walks, talks
and training days and have
carried out a number of
sessions for one of our most
colourful, rarer and protected
amphibians, the Great Crested
Newt. Trainees learnt how to
survey for newts using different
techniques and how to tell
Great Crested Newts apart from
their cousins, the Smooth Newt
and the Palmate Newt. HARG
is chaired by John Poland, an
ecologist and reptile and
amphibian expert.

Hampshire Mammal Group

(HMG) spend time
surveying and sharing
knowledge about our mammal
fauna. The variety of different
habitats from wetlands to

their

grasslands to woodlands, means
that Hampshire is home to
important populations of some
of the UK’s rarest mammals,
including otters, dormice and

Badger by Darren Smith

water vole. HMG organise
several interesting talks and
walks for members to learn
more about these species. This
year the Group held a
fascinating talk on Shrews,
carried out a Dormouse Nut
Hunt, a Bat Walk and Badger
Watch. HMG are also
interested in how the different
species are distributed in the
county and carry out surveys in
order to find out.

Hampshire Flora Group are
interested in all things botanical
but also cover lichens and
ferns. The Flora  Group
organise several events each
month across the County,
surveying and monitoring our
local Flora. Trips are often off
the beaten track and cover a
number of interesting sites.
This year as part of the Trust’s
50th Anniversary celebrations
the Flora Group have a held a
number of special walks, for
example to Noar Hill, where
members observed Pyramidal,
Fragrant, Frog and Musk
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Orchids.

For more information about all
three groups and upcoming
events please contact  Tiki
Leggett, Hampshire Wildlife
Trust on 01489 774455 or
check out the Trust’s website
under “get involved” at
www.hwt.org.uk

December

Tue 6

FA  Swanwick Toddlers —
Christmas is Coming! 10.30am
—12noon or 1-2.30pm. As we get
ready for Christmas, our wildlife
is getting ready for the long
winter. Come and celebrate with
us at this event for pre-school
children at Swanwick Lakes
Nature Reserve. Please contact
Dawn Preston or Jess Daish-
Miller on 01489 570240.
Suggested donation £3 per child.
Please bring warm coats and
wellies. Booking is essential.

Mon 12

FA  Weeds — Worthless or Worthy?
7.30 pm. Dr Rosemary
Hopewell will give an illustrated
talk on weeds, both garden and
agricultural — the law, their
downside and their uses through
the ages. To be held at Holy
Trinity Church Hall, West Street,
Fareham PO16 OEL. Parking is
available in Western Road or
Trinity Road car parks. For
further details please contact
Peter Adams on 01329 287653.
Suggested donation £2.

Thu 22

FA  Solstice Celebration 11lam—
Ipm. Come along and celebrate
the shortest day of the year. A
walk around the woods at
Swanwick Lakes Nature
Reserve, followed by a story and
a hot drink by the camp fire.
Please feel free to bring a packed
Iunch to eat during the session.
An event for families with
children aged 6-12. Booking is
essential so for further details
and to book your place, please
contact Dawn Preston or Jess
Daish-Miller on 01489 570240.

(Continued on page 14)


http://www.hwt.org.uk/

(Continued from page 13)

Suggested donation £3 per child.
Please bring warm outdoor
clothing and sensible shoes.

January

Tue 3

FA  Swanwick Toddlers — One
Snowy Night 10.30am—12noon
or 1-2.30pm. On a very cold
winter night Percy the park
keeper’s animal friends require
more of him than just food. One
by one they appear, shivering on
his doorstep, asking for shelter.
Come and join our session of
stories, games and crafts for pre-
school children. Meet at
Swanwick Lakes. For further
details, please contact Dawn

Preston or Jess Daish-Miller on
01489 570240. Suggested
donation £3 per child. Please
wear outdoor clothing and
wellies. Booking is essential as
places are limited.

Thu 5

FA  Blow Away the Cobwebs
10.30am. Join staff at Swanwick
Lakes Nature Reserve for a short
walk looking for signs of life
during the winter months. What
a perfect way to recover from the
festive season! For further
details, please contact Dawn
Preston or Jess Daish-Miller on
01489 570240. Suggested
donation £3 per person. Please

wear outdoor clothing and sturdy
shoes or boots.

Mon 9

FA  Our Wildlife Trust 7.30pm. A
talk by the President of the
Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust, Jean Hedley,
about the work of the Trust, now
and in the future. To be held in
Holy Trinity Church Hall, West
Street, Fareham PO16 OEL.
Parking in Western Road or
Trinity Street car parks. For
further information please
contact Peter Adams on 01329
287653. Suggested donation £2.

For details of all our events, check out
www.hwt.org.uk

RESPONDING TO
AN EMERGENCY?

part 2

The long lazy days of summer
are now fading as we approach the
drawn in evenings of winter.
However, your local Community
Responders will still be on call for
South Central Ambulance Service.

It is always easier to find a loca-
tion in the day but with the ever
shortening daylight hours it be-
comes more difficult to find the
source of the call. In an emergen-
cy situation vital seconds can
count and these can be lost if it is
difficult to find where you live.
Early intervention can be crucial
for patients suffering life-
threatening emergencies. With this
in mind please make sure that
your property is well marked with

Is your
number
up?

if you need us
can we find you?

Is your house

name or number
visible from the road
day and night?

your house name or number, also,
if you do need an ambulance turn-
ing on any lights will aid us and
the Ambulance Service to find you
as quickly as possible.

Community Responders are all

volunteers within their community
who are trained to care for people
with a range of conditions before
an ambulance arrives on scene.
Wickham Community Responders
are looking to recruit volunteers
who are willing to give a few
hours a week to support their com-
munity. All training is given by
South Central Ambulance Service.

If you are interested in helping
your community and joining the
Wickham Community Responder
team please contact South Central
Ambulance Service through their
website
www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk

Wickham Community Responders
wish you all a very Happy Christ-
mas and a happy and healthy New
Year.

By Bev Wetherill

CHURCH CLEANING - A
NOTE OF THANKS

Even as the editor was putting
together this edition of the
magazine a small but dedicated
group was getting down to the
task of cleaning, dusting and
polishing up our church ready for

the new year in the church
calendar. Mounted on a long
ladder and armed with a
remarkably long fishing rod which
has been generously passed on to
the church, we were able even to
reach the cobwebs in the apex of
the rafters.

Grateful thanks are due to those
who gave up their Saturday
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morning, and we hope that the
fruits of their labours will be
noticed by congregations at the
major services which will be
taking place in the next weeks.
Sheila Campbell
Robert Goulson
Churchwardens


http://www.hwt.org.uk/
http://www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk/

The New Year’s
Resolution that
wasn’t broken!!

2011 has been a big year for our
new Slimming World Consultant,
Melanie Gregory, and ironically
she is now smaller as a result. After
a difficult few years Melanie’s
weight problem had been ignored,
as there was too much else to think

about. With the birth of her
daughter, post-natal depression, a
difficult divorce and then the loss
of her job through redundancy
Melanie was at her lowest ebb.

Waking up on January 1st 2011,
Melanie decided things would
change, she signed up for her
course in  Web Design in
preparation for starting her own
Marketing Consultancy Business,
she started attending regular

exercise classes and then turned to
finding a solution to her weight
problem.

With a few false starts struggling to
find a diet to suit, Melanie was
starting to worry she would never
be able to lose weight. Then one
day her sister, who had recently
had a baby and was looking to shift
the baby weight, mentioned she
had received a leaflet through her
door about Slimming World.
Melanie decided to take the plunge
with her sister and join. After
previously being worried about
attending such a group, as she
would have to actually admit her
problem, she thought back to her
New  Year's Resolution of
improving her life this year and
realised she needed help to achieve
this.

Since March Melanie has lost 3
stone 4 llbs, well on her way to the
3 stone 12 lIb target she set for
herself. Melanie can put her
fantastic weight loss down to one
thing, Slimming World! When
asked what made Slimming World
different Melanie’s answer was
simple, she says,

“Slimming World is Magic!! |
can’t explain exactly why it works
but the combination of the common
sense meal planning and the
unbelievable support I receive from
my consultant and group members
has meant that I haven’t felt hungry
or stressed about my weight since |
began!”

Melanie has achieved so much this
year, after obtaining a distinction in
Web Design, she is running a
successful Marketing Consultancy
business, and her entrepreneurial

spirit has made her set her sights
even higher. Melanie realised how
many of her skills would be well
utilised as a Slimming World
Consultant, and also enabling her
to add more variety to her career.

“1 feel truly inspired by Slimming
World and | want to spend my time
helping people achieve what |
have, not only looking and feeling
fab but also having a whole new

way of life.”

On the 29th November, 11 months
after making that pact with herself
Melanie will be able to give others
the opportunity to follow in her
footsteps. Melanie will be taking
over as consultant of the Bishops
Waltham Slimming World Group,
at 6pm on Tuesday Evenings.

Carole Harris

WICKHAM SURGERY

Wickham Surgery is pleased to
announce the launch of their new
website.

Please visit on ;
www.wickhamsurgery.co.uk

From this website you can:

e  Order repeat medication.

e Inform us of any change in
contact details i.e. Change of Ad-
dress.

e Join our Virtual Patient Par-
ticipation group — this will allow
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you to complete an online ques-
tionnaire about our services.
Access useful information i.e.

opening hours.


http://www.wickhamsurgery.co.uk/

Campaign to Protect
Rural Er 1giar d

HAMPSHIRE

We’ll keep on fighting the
Fareham New Town

Dear Editor,
I write as a follow-up to the

meeting held for Wickham
residents in the Community Centre
on 10™ November where Fareham
Borough Council presented their
case for the 7,500 houses at the so-
called SDA (Strategic
Development Area).

But.......these are some of the facts
they didn’t tell you at the meeting:

e The houses are for a sub-

regional requirement since
Fareham’s affordable housing
needs do not justify a

development of this scale. This
was confirmed by the Planning
Inspector!

e Fareham’s own documents
describe a population increase of
24,000 people, mostly from in-
migration. This is a 22% increase
over the next 20 years in an
already overcrowded area.

e If these houses are for the
whole region — why are there
currently no plans for Wickham
residents to be allowed to apply
for any of the affordable housing.
e The transport implications
have yet to be modelled and so we
do not know details of changes to
the A32/M27 road layout.

e We do not know how much
traffic is likely to go north towards
Wickham and the A32, but it is
likely to be a massive increase.
The M27 is already near to
capacity without any additional
development.

o No other infrastructure needs
such as water, sewage, schools,
healthcare or policing have been
costed and there is no agreement
on who should or could pay.

e There is no evidence of a
green gap within  Fareham
Borough to separate the SDA from
Wickham or Knowle. However,
their plans are to protect all the
green gaps between Fareham’s
own towns and villages!

The Government Inspector
prevented Fareham from including
the Business Park by junction 11
of the M27 in the Core Strategy,
because it might harmfully affect
employment sites in other areas,
because it is distinctly separate
from the rest of the SDA and
conflicts with plans for self-
containment, and because of the
high sensitivity of the landscape at
Portsdown Hill.

The next stage is for Fareham BC

to produce an Area Action Plan

(AAP) which will need to specify

some of this and will itself be put

to a Planning Inspector. If you

want to know more or get

involved ... please get in touch on
caroline.dibden@btinternet.com.

Yours faithfully,

Caroline Dibden

CPRE Hampshire (Campaign to

Protect Rural England)

Charity number: 245967

www.cprehampshire.org.uk

UBA

THE UMNENZITY OF THE THIRD A0C

MEON VALLEY

Meon Valley U3A’s programme
of twice monthly illustrated talks
on the theme “Here and There”
will continue through until April
2012.

Meeting at Wickham
Community Centre, Mill Lane,
at 2.00pm, the next four dates (all
Tuesdays) are:-

Dec 6 Journey to the Stars
by Robin Gorman of the
Hampshire Astronomical Group

Dec 20 Poets and Poems of the
Sea
by Bruce Nicholls, ex mariner,

flag enthusiast and speaker. There
will be Christmasy nibbles with
the usual tea!

2012

Jan10 Tea with Dee: Authoring
the East End

by Dee Williams, popular author
of books set in London’s East End

Jan 24 Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Air Ambulance

by a volunteer speaker (to be
announced)

In addition to the talks, there are a
number of small groups, whose
members meet in each others’
houses, usually monthly. Current
groups’ subjects include: reading;
poetry; art; art appreciation, music
appreciation; geology; walking. A
bridge group is being planned.
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The U3A Geology Group studying the origins
of St. Catherine's Hill

There is a small annual U3A
membership subscription; new
members, and visitors, are
welcome. Enquiries to Secretary,
Julia Field on 01489 891353.


mailto:caroline.dibden@btinternet.com
wlmailhtml:%7bD779E91B-433B-48E6-94B4-9E8AF8F58DB9%7dmid:/00000002/www.cprehampshire.org.uk

L/
FAIRLANDS DAY
NURSERY

We have had great fun this month
playing outside in the leaves. The
babies are particularly enjoying
our bark area and everyone is
making use of the outdoor covered
classroom. We have collected
leaves for our Autumn pictures,
splashed paint everywhere for our
firework craft and are now letting
the children loose with the glitter
as Christmas approaches!!

Our Nativity rehearsals are going
extremely well and the whole
nursery are looking forward to the
performance in the church on the
12" of December. We even hope
to have a duet from the 2 year old
department!!

Some of the children had a chance
to meet up with our local Member

of Parliament at Tesco’s in
Whitely where we were invited to
receive a selection of goodies for
taking part in the Tesco’s for
schools voucher scheme.

Don’t forget our Christmas Fayre
on Thursday 8" December at
4.00pm, come along and enjoy the
stalls, have some refreshments and
meet our special visitor, Father

Christmas.

Fairlands toddler group takes
place on a Tuesday morning
9.15am — 1045 am (£1.50 per
adult) in our main Nursery. The
toddlers also have use of the
outdoor sandpit and our other
outdoor facilities. Everybody is
welcome and refreshments are
provided.

If you require any further
information please don’t hesitate
to contact us on 01329 834848 or
email us at

admin@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk

We would like to wish you all a
very Happy Christmas and New
Year

Jo and Carol
(Headteachers)

%E fing Chony Number 28084

Harpswe

Meon Valley Day Care Centre,
Swanmore.

The Centre is part of Age Concern
Hampshire and is situated in
Swanmore Village Hall, open all
year. Monday, Tuesday and
Friday.

Our clients are physically or
mentally frail older people who
have been assessed by Hampshire
County Council Adult Services as
needing Day Care.

AIMS

We provide a care plan and
individual objectives for each
Service User which is tailored to
meet the individual needs of each
older person. Clients can enjoy
and look forward to opportunities
to improve health, well-being,
confidence and quality of life.
Support independence of daily
living by maintaining essential
skills.

Provide dignified personal care,

when required.
Stimulate memory and mental

activity ~ with  reminiscence,
newspapers and  appropriate
quizzes.

Encourage mobility and help
prevent falls through exercise
with trained instructors.

Provide opportunities for social
interaction via a choice of
enjoyable activities that are fun!
Ensure carers get a deserved and
much needed break from caring.
Our Centre is known for it's happy
and welcoming atmosphere.
Relatives of loved ones who
attend know they are in a safe and
caring environment.

Transport and a midday meal are
provided.

We offer a variety of in house
activities entertainment  and
different trips such as Pub lunches,
a day out at Hill Head, and the
Pantomime.

We have highly trained and skilled
staff who work in line to meet
quality standards.

For most people who attend it is
nice to chat and socialise, as so
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many older people can become
isolated.

For Carers it can be respite which
is often desperately needed.

These are a selection of comments
made by Service Users or Carers
about The Day Care Centre.

I look forward to Tuesday it gives
me a purpose.

It enables me to get out and meet
others.

I feel it has made me more
sociable .

It sets me up for the week.

Gives me a few hours break to do
what I want to do.

I catch up on sleep.

The break gives me a chance to
meet up with friends for lunch.

I enjoy some “me” time!

If you think day care can help you,
or someone you care for, please
contact Hampshire County
Council Adult Services 0845
6035630, or ask your Doctor,

or other Health Professional, to
refer you.

Visitors are welcome to see where
we are or for a chat, please ring
first. 01489 895855


mailto:admin@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk

THE HUB CAFE.
IS OPEN FOR
BUSINESS
8.45am i1 2.00 pm
TUESDAY - FRIDAY

Sample Menu
Teal/Coffee (mug)
Full English Breakfast £4.75

£1.00

Toasted sandwich £2.50
Beans on Toast £1.50
Savoury sandwich £2.00
Homemade Cake £1.00

Scones: Cheese, Fruit & Plain
Choc bars etc

Coke etc .80p

Very often we have a special at
£1.00 or £1.50

WICKHAM

SOLAR POWER COMES TO
WICKHAM CENTRE
Thanks to the efforts of Trustee
John Warwick, The Centre has been
able to install 52 solar panels on the
front roof of the building. John was
working hard on looking at the
benefits of solar power, when the
Government announced cut backs in
the FIT allowance. The Trustees
held an emergency meeting to
discuss and debate the idea and
unanimously decided that we should
beat the deadline and go for green.

The panels will produce up to
10.kWp of energy to save a
considerable amount on our power
bill, as well as getting a return on the
investment which will help towards
the general running of The Centre.

VOLUNTARY HELP
IS DOING WELL

But more is needed.
Thank you for responding to our
search for volunteers. In the last
month, we have welcomed two new
people at The Centre. But there is
room for more.

We have a range of jobs to do and if
needed, we can offer training
support. We can help to build a CV
that shows your commitment to the
community, which looks good on job
applications.

We have jobs in catering,
property maintenance, admin-
istration,  publicity, IT and

community development work.

Please contact Glenda or David for
more information.
Charity Commission Reg. No. 1090544

Companies House Reg. No. 4329669
VAT Reg. No. 787 4273 82

Supported by
Hampshire County Council
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INVITATION TO SENIORS
TO REMEMBER

Community Association

Wickham Centre, Mill Lane, Wickham, Hants. PO17 SAL
Telephone: 01329 833688 E mail: wickhamcentre@btconnect.com

FAREHAM HOUSING
PLANS PRESENTATION

ANOT GOOD FOR
WICKHAMOG

After much pressure from Wickham
Parish Council, Fareham Council
Leader, Sean Woodward, brought
his road show to us, to present plans
for the massive development of
7500 homes between Fareham and
Wickham. His smooth presentation
looked quite reasonable — until the
residents of Wickham turned the
spotlight on the weaknesses of his
argument.

Fareham is determined to build a
town the size of Petersfield, starting
at the top of Hoads Hill. And there is
not a lot that we can do about it.

Cl1r. Woodwar d’ s

the new town has to be big enough
to sustain an infrastructure of
schools, shops and public buildings.
But he failed to satisfy the meeting
that this area can cope with such a
massive demand on resources.

The weakness shows that they will
need to do a lot of work and
consultation in the next two years,
particularly about the infrastructure,
of roads, services and environment,
none of which has been properly
considered yet.

The meeting got the impression that
Fareham is not interested in what
happens to the North of them.

. T, ill be gn ublic enquiry
6THE TI ME OF thg{ gngihgs gy

Wickham Centre is hosting a special
TEA PARTY on Monday 5'
December, 3.007 5.00 pm.

The menu will be based on the
rationing period (but no powdered

egg!) and wil|l

and 50’ s, ertaimmenth ande proceedings.
memorabilia.

If you would like to join us, please

give the Centre a ring, so that we
can cater for
a trip down memory lane.

o

and
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Y 0 U REpRESENTS YOUR viEWsY

Wickham Parish Council

on the infrastructure issues

h and we must make sure that our

area is not left out of consideration.

Mike Carter has done tremendous
work in keeping our Parish Council

| oamk thé ppubkic irdfarmed lore the

Please support him
and his team.

IT1S YOUR COMMUNITY. PLEASE
SUPRORT , THE,  TEAM THAtT



mailto:wickhamcentre@btconnect.com

CHURCH ROOM DIARY FOR DECEMBER 2010 AND JANUARY 2012

December Wed 21st Fri 20th
Sat 3rd Engineers Assoc. 19.30 St. Nicholas Art Group 14.00
Men’s Breakfast Club  08.00 January Sat 21st
Dystonia Ass 14.00 Tues 3rd C. Cave 11.30
Mon 5th Brownies 16.45 Mon 23rd
Spinners & Weavers 11.00 Weds 4th Spinners & Weavers 11.00
Circle Dancing 19.30 Lunch Club 12.00 Tues 24th
Tues 6th Fri 6th Brownies 16.45
Brownies 16.45 St. Nicholas Art Group 14.00 Wed 25th
History Society 19.30 Sat 7th Lunch Club 12.00
Wed 7th Men’s Breakfast Club ~ 08.00 Fri 27th
Lunch Club 12.00 Mon 9th St. Nicholas Art Group 14.00
Sat 10th Spinners & Weavers 11.00 Mon 30th
Private Party 14.00 Tues 10th Spinners & Weavers 11.00
Mon 12th Brownies 16.45 Tues 31st
Spinners & Weavers 11.00 Wed 11th Brownies 16.45
Circle Dancing 19.30 Lunch Club 12.00 February
Tues 13th Fri 13th Wed 1st
Brownies 16.45 St. Nicholas Art Group 14.00 Lunch Club 12.00
Wed 14th Mon 16th Fri 3rd
Lunch Club 12.00 Spinners & Weavers 11.00 St. Nicholas Art Group 14.00
Wickham Wives 19.30 Light Railway Assoc.  19.30 Sat 4th
Mon 19th Tues 17th Men’s Breakfast Club ~ 08.00
Spinners & Weavers 11.00 Brownies 16.45
Light Railway Assoc.  19.30

Wed 18th
Lunch Club 12.00

Tues 20th Engineers Assoc. 19.30

Brownies 16.45

Sue Roger— Jones, retiring Chair of Governors of

Wickham C of E Primary School
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TOAST TO THE LASSIES FOR BURNS NIGHT

Are there lassies here that sup on beer?
Are there some that sip on wine?
Whatever you drink what I think

You lassies all look fine.

Some we’ve known for many a year
Since Youth first flushed their cheeks.
We men have aged along with them
But only hear our creaks.

Lines on their faces tell a tale

Or three or four or more.

They’re beauty lines that last,

For Youth’s a stuff will not endure.

There’s many a beauty, who turns heads
One year, don’t last another.

With toothpaste smiles and botoxed skin
You can’t tell one from t‘other.

The lassies here have been around
They’ve sailed the seven seas,
Tied knots, climbed masts galore
And got up off their knees.

We love you lassies when you’re feisty
We have no time for girls.

Real tough lassies are so tasty

And past hard shells there’s pearls.

To see her is to love her
And love but her forever
For nature made her what she is
And never made another

So raise a glass and toast the lassies
Faithful through thick and thin

Just think what we have put them through,
The mess we might be in!

Please come and join the
Friends this Christmas.
For only a minimum of
£10 per annum, you will
be helping to preserve our
beautiful village church.
Get in touch with me,
John Landaw, and 1 will
deliver a membership
form.

Email:

friends@stnicholaswickham.org.uk

tel: 01329 830088
Have a happy and

peaceful Christmas.

Tony Johnson

(Burns night should include a toast to the lassies and pay homage

to Burns by including reference to him, in this case a quotation in
italics is woven in. There were many female sailors present last year
when I proposed the toast, so you may need to doctor one verse.
Feel free to use it if you wish to.)
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Thurs 1
Sun 4

Tues 6
Sun 11

Tues 13th
Thurs 15
Fri 16
Sun 18

NB

Sat 24

Sun 25

Fri 30

Sun 1

Tues 3

DECEMBER 2011/JANUARY 2012 CHURCH DIARY
18:00 Christmas Lights Switch on in the Square
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT ST NICHOLAS PATRONAL FESTIVAL
08:00 Holy Communion Isaiah 40.1-11
09:45 Family Service Mark 1.1-8
18:00 St Nicholas Patronal Festival
10:00 Holy Communion at Normandy Court
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
08:00 Holy Communion Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-end
09:45 Parish Communion John 1.6-8 & 19-28
14:30 Foresters Annual Carolcade in St Nicholas Church
14.30 M.U Christmas Meeting at 7, Tanfield Park
18:30 Carols in the Square
10:00 Wickham Primary School Christmas Service in Church
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

08:00 Holy Communion Romans 16.25-end
09:45 Parish Communion Luke 1.26-38
18:00 Nine Lessons and Carols

CHRISTMAS EVE

18:00 Childrens Crib Service Isaiah 9.2-7

23:30 Midnight Mass Luke 2.1-14
CHRISTMAS DAY

08:00 Holy Communion Titus 3.4-7

09:45 Family Service Luke 2.8-20

11:30 Holy Baptism: Thomas William Parsons
JANUARY 2012

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
08:00 Holy Communion Galatians 4.4-7
10:00 Joint Service of Poetry and Carols Luke 2.15-21
at St John the Baptist followed by short service of Holy Communion
NO EVENSONG TONIGHT
10:00 Holy Communion at Normandy Court
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Sun &

Tues 10
Sat 14
Sun 15

Mon 16
Sun 22

Mon 23
Sat 28
Sun 29

Mon 30

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST

08:00 Holy Communion Acts 19.1-7

09:45 Parish Communion to include Holy Baptism Mark 1.4-11
of William Gary James Pemberton

12:00 Holy Baptism of George Peter Oliver

14.30 M.U Sister Evelyn from Park Place at 3, Tanfield Park

Last day for copy for February 2012 magazine

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

08:00 Holy Communion 1 Samuel 3.1-10

09:45 Morning Worship John 1.43-end

14:00 Bible Study Meeting at 3 Glebe Corner

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

08:00 Holy Communion Rev.19.6-10

09:45 Parish Communion John 2.1-11

14:00 Bible Study Meeting at 39 Manor Close

19:30 BURNS NIGHT DINNER AT STUDY CENTRE, SHEDFIELD

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

08:00 Holy Communion Psalm 111

09:45 Choral Mattins Mark 1.21-28

10:00 The “Other” Service

14:00 Last Bible Study Meeting in the Lady Chapel

FROM THE REGISTERS
R.L.P.
Paul Barber 25th October 2011
Baby Finley Thomas Griffiths 28th October 2011
Peggy Van Den Broek 88 years 9th November 2011
George Stuart Reed 90 years 18th November 2011
Henry Sainsbury 90 years 21st November 2011
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Wickham Prize Crossword No.45

by Konrad exssaon
13 Bomb image RAF see as legitumate tarpet (4.9)
15 Herb, Yorkshire's leading artist, retums to argue (6)
17 Saw the last two animals (7)
19 Superfical BAs not airbrushed out (7)
212 Ale detsimed retaming gunnar? Might have bean parter (5)
24 Old country resistance umit disturbed deer (8)
26 Making 2 U-tar, Eeflo Sarah rims arcund First Lady (8)
28 Spong revolutionary reprieved (6)
3 Haif a grand for the old you? (4)
31 Outspoken Lee left Lovelace out (3)
32 Secure a inglet (%)
Down
1 A noble post we hear (4)
2 T Fremch father mturned jamper for children's game (8)
3 Furst cdlass accoumtant bounced back after cunrent
bloomer (§)
4 Is popular Castro an unbelisver? (7)
§ Wards of appreciation given by distraught Amenican in
NAG3)
6 The first coat for proper queen (6)
7 Blast and move about a metre ()
14 Frust dropped very quietly in the drnk (5)
16 The main chain stores shift no shirts (5)
18 Rough satlor s=t up permit in note (8)

9 Study Swiss sea snail shell (5) 21 Girl found under church cup (7)

10 Raise hind (4) g g;:lkgyfn?‘;?(s)

11 Subject about right fior Capricom ar Cancer Y sinew”

12 wwﬂmm;m&a 27 Wee bear again she was rejected by Narcissus (4)
disgrace’ (8) 29 Cutoff a peece of fruit, every one (4)

Please send your completed crossword to the
& Q{emmq & («O A editor by Sunday, 22 January 2012.
A el o A i g g The first comrect solution opened wins a

TELO1329  Mouseware, garden, DIY, pet The Square £10 voucher to spend at Heming & Co.
333144 and giff gections, WICEEAN

Wickham Sudoku No.45
by Balthasar

Please be my Friend

23



Meon Valley

gt

Active Retirément Association

President Virginia Lovell

Chairman Terry Wilson 01489
895742

Secretary Jane Lawrence
01489 894916

The MVARA association aims to
support access to, and to increase
the range of social and
community activities available
for all actively retired people, in
tackle

isolation and loneliness.

order to help social

At present our members enjoy
the following activities,

New Age Kurling, this team
activity is practiced without
using ice and the ‘new age’,
simply means that. It is a useful
exercise for people with a range
of capacities.

Exercise for Better Balance,
this involves a series of gentle
toning and muscle strengthening
exercise with movement, which
aims to prevent falls.

Tai Chi, for health, vitality and
well-being. This ancient Chinese
system of exercise for body and
mind offers participants
techniques that help to develop
awareness of physical well-being
and relaxation.

Singing for Fun. Joining this
group requires neither singing
abilities nor musical talent;
however, a sense of humour is
needed, along with an attitude to

have a fun afternoon!

Social and Activity Afternoon.
group all
boredom will be dispelled. You

By joining this

will make new friends; learn new
skills, and methods, for playing
anything from party to board
games.

Pub Lunch for Ladies and
Gentlemen. These events aim to
be sociable and friendly by
providing companionship and

conversation, followed by a
meal.
Christmas Lunch. We are

taking orders, so please return
your forms with your menu
choice.

Good Neighbours. We are an
enthusiastic team of volunteers
whose aims are to develop ways
of providing ‘a little bit of help’
at the right time by offering
with
around the home, whether it be
fitting light bulbs,
forms, shopping, or providing a

assistance small tasks

filling in

cooked meal in an emergency.
MVARA will actively promote
and provide social events and
activities for their members, and
new interests include theatre
trips, short days out, and learning
basic IT skills.
New Events planned for
spring. Self help health
sessions, learning Acupuncture
Pressure Points.

Trigger Tool Training. Helps
people obtain the information
they need when they need it, to
enable them to effectively access
services. In  addition to
signposting, guidance will be
provided to help us identify
rogue traders and how to deal

with them!
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MVARA Web Site.
Information and details of the
above activities, and much more
can be found.

If you believe that you can assist
this  progressive  retirement
association by offering your
skills, or by organising social
events, and

outings, please

contact the above people.

We are delighted that Mrs
Virginia Lovell was very
honoured to be asked to be the
Meon Valley Active Retirement
Association’s first President and
has kindly accepted. Mrs Lovell
stated that, “such an association
with all its excellent activities in
conjunction  with  Bishop’s
Waltham Good Neighbours, will
be wonderful for this community

and in all the Meon Valley”.

The success of the MVARA
depends upon your support. To
join our membership, please
contact either of the above phone
numbers for more information.
We welcome you and your ideas
to help us enhance our service to

our community.



‘Thank you’ to EVERYONE from
Wickham and the surrounding
areas who so kindly contributed
goods, helped in any way, and to
everybody that came along and
supported the 'Organist Entertains
your Christmas Shopping' event
held in  Southwick  Church
recently. £1,018.63 was raised for
the hospice together with sales of
new trading goods (hospice cards,
diaries, calendars etc.) totalling
£455.75.

0000000
PRIZES ARE A DRAW

What would you do with £1000
this Christmas? Spend it on your
family? Book a holiday? Or
simply clear your credit card? This
will be the fortunate decision that
the winner of The Rowans
Hospice Christmas Draw will be
facing.

Raffle tickets for The Rowans
Hospice Christmas Draw are
already selling well thanks to the
fantastic prizes on offer. Top prize
in the draw to take place on 21
December is £1000 cash with
second prize of a hot air balloon
flight for two, generously donated
by The Directory Group, and third
prize of a year’s gym membership
courtesy of Fitness First.

Raffle tickets were sent out with
The Rowans Hospice newsletter
‘Reaching Out” and are also
available from all of the Hospice
shops. Other prizes include an
Aston Martin  Experience at
Goodwood, an iPod Shuffle and a
Canon Powershot A800 Digital
Camera.

Ann Cooper, Head of Fundraising
and Marketing for The Rowans
Hospice, said: “We are extremely
grateful to the local businesses
which support us by providing
prizes for our raffle, as well as

Stay Local who has sponsored the
printing costs of the tickets. Last
year’s Christmas Draw raised
more than £20,000 which went
towards Hospice services and
ultimately patient care.”

If you would like a supply of
books of tickets to sell on behalf
of The Rowans Hospice, please
contact Fundraising on 023 9223
7145. All completed stubs and
monies must be returned to The
Rowans Hospice by 16 December.

000000

The Rowans Hospice is inviting
people to celebrate the festive
season by hosting a “Come Dine
With Us” event to help raise vital
funds for The Rowans Hospice at
Home service. There is no right or
wrong way to host your festive
Come Dine With Us event; it can
be at any time, anywhere, for any
reason and have any theme you
like. Whether it’s a Christmas
party at home or work, mince pies
and mulled wine or even a New
Year’s celebration, we hope that
the public will get behind this
appeal, have fun and raise some
money for Dorothy’s Dream, The
Rowans Hospice at Home appeal.
The Rowans Hospice has raised
more than three-quarters of the £1
million needed to fund the
Hospice at Home service for the
first two years thanks to the
generosity of the local community
which it serves.

Ann Cooper, Head of Fundraising
and Marketing for The Rowans
Hospice, said: “It has been
overwhelming to see the public’s
response to the Dorothy’s Dream
appeal, both financially and
emotionally, but we do need the
public to continue fundraising to
ensure that the service can meet
the needs of people living with life
-limiting illness in Portsmouth and
South-East Hampshire.”

Earlier this year, David Clinch
raised an amazing £1,098.50 from
the sale of a very impressive range
of pastries, pies, pavlovas and
puddings, and the Havant and
Emsworth Townswomen’s Guild
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held a ladies lunch which raised
£212. Other events have included
an American supper, a cheese and
wine evening and a coffee
morning; and over the summer
people held barbecues, picnics and
street parties and donated money
to Dorothy’s Dream.
0000000

LAST FURNITURE SALE OF
2011
The Rowans Hospice Trading
Company is holding a warehouse
sale on Saturday 26 November at
6A Marshlands Road, Farlington,
Portsmouth PO6 1ST. This will be
the last opportunity in 2011 to
pick up a quality piece of second-
hand furniture at a bargain price
from The Rowans Hospice
Trading Company.

All profits from the sale of items
go directly to the Hospice to help
fund vital services to care for
people with life-limiting illnesses.
Last year the Trading Company
generated a profit of £232,463

and, with demands on The
Rowans Hospice’s services
continuing to increase, every

penny is thankfully received and
desperately needed.
As well as having lots of newly
donated stock to choose from,
deliveries can be arranged before
Christmas. The warehouse is open
from 9am to Ipm on Saturday 26
November and people are urged to
get there early.
Vanessa  Gilding, Operations
Manager for The Rowans Hospice
Trading Company, said: “Don’t
miss out on this fantastic
opportunity to buy a bargain. We
have a wvariety of pictures,
paintings and other furnishings too
so come along and see what we
have in the warehouse, I'm sure
you’ll be surprised.”
For more information, contact 023
9238 3611 or email
trading@rowanshospice.co.uk
Or visit; www.rowanshospice.co.uk.
000000
SANTAS ENROL FOR A

Continued on page 26)



(Continued from page 25)
STROLL IN THE PARK

The Rowans Hospice is looking
for sleigh-loads of Santas to sign
up for their fun festive fundraiser,
The Rowans Hospice Sponsored
Santa Stroll on Sunday 4th
December in  the  winter
wonderland of Queen Elizabeth
Country Park, starting at 10.00am.
The walk is a 2.5-mile cross-
country route through the woods
and you can visit Santa’s grotto
before returning back for a very
welcome warm drink and home-
made mince pie or biscuit.

Registration is just £10 for adults
and £5 for children aged 5-16
years old (under 5’s free) and each
participant will receive their
choice of festive dress; either an
adult Santa costume or reindeer
antlers with flashing noses suitable
for all ages.

Last year more than 150 Santas
took part. Lyn Kennard, a Hospice
at Home nurse, has already signed
up her family to take part in this
year’s Santa Stroll. “I’'m really
looking forward to getting into the
Christmas spirit and also raising
money for the Hospice,” Lyn
explained.

Ali George, Events Fundraiser at
the Rowans Hospice, added: “Our
Santa Stroll is a great start to the
festive season and is the perfect
opportunity for friends and
families to get together and have
lots of fun whilst supporting their
local hospice. The atmosphere at
this event is magical, something I
hope lots more will experience by

taking part this year."

The Rowans Hospice has to raise
over £4 million each year, so by
taking part in this walk
participants are helping towards
the cost of providing the very
special care The Rowans gives to
patients and their families.

For more information contact the
fundraising team on 023 9223

7146 or visit
www.rowanshospice.co.uk for a
Santa pack.

0000000

Stuck what to buy a friend or
family member for Christmas?
How about a ticket/s to see live
performance of 'HA G O' -

The Hampshire Guitar Orchestra
Charity Concert at St. Nicholas
Church, Wickham on Thursday
15th March at 19.45 hours

Tickets £8 in advance or £10 on

the door. Includes refreshments!
Please book early. Tickets
available from Mrs D.

Hemingway-Rice, Wilmots

00000000
Kefalonia

Kefalonia is the largest and most
spectacular of the Ionian Islands
and is an island of dramatic
contrasts with rugged mountains,
soaring  cliffs, lush valleys,
mysterious caves, lovely beaches
and charming villages clustered
around churches and monasteries.
Tourism is still reasonably low,
and so the island will never feel
crowded.

With a wonderful setting in lush
gardens on the silvery sands of
Lassi beach, the 4 star Hotel will
be your base. The restaurants and
tavernas of Lassi are within
walking distance, and a short taxi
ride (3km) from the lovely town of
Argostoli, where you will find a
larger selection of places to eat, it
is perfectly located to relax or to
get out and explore the island.
Around Lassi itself, you can visit a
castle and monastery hidden in the
hills for some fascinating history
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and outstanding coastal views,
enjoy the deep pine forests of the
Mount Ainos National Park or
visit the long sandy beaches of
Katelios, = where  Loggerhead
turtles annually lay their eggs.

For those looking to go a little
further afield, there are plenty of
excursions to tempt, such as an
Island tour taking in Kefalonia’s
scenic and historical highlights
(including a visit to the Robella
Wine co-operative), and boat trips
to either Ithaka, Kefalonia’s sister
island, or three more of the Ionian
Islands — Lefkada, Onasis and
Meganissi.

All this makes Kefalonia, the
jewel of the Ionian, the perfect
place for either a holiday full of
relaxation or a holiday full of
exploration. The choice is yours!

000000
ANNUAL CRUISE IN P&O
'AURORA'tothe MEDITERRANEAN

departing 26 September 2012
14 Nights from Southampton
Information and Booking form
available by sending a stamped
self addressed 9" x 4" envelope to:
Portsdown Travel (Cruise 2012)
Orchard Cottage, 34 West Street,
Southwick, Hampshire, PO17
6EA
023 9238 2433 / 01329 232915 /
07940 805431
Or E-mail:
portsdown.travel@hotmail.co.uk
00000000

To continue to provide, free of
charge, care for anyone living in
the local community, The Rowans
Hospice now needs around
£11,000 every day!

If you have any ideas of how you
can help us in 2012 - maybe you
have a lovely garden or could hold
a coffee morning/afternoon tea, or
help us at fundraising events,
please do contact your Local
Support Group.

With every good wish for
Christmas and the New Year and
"Thank you"



SUSTAINABLE
SOUTH DOWNS —
GOLD STANDARD
HEAVEN....

The Sustainability Centre near
East Meon has something to shout
about, it has recently been
awarded a Gold Standard in the
Green Tourism Awards. The
award shows the true values of the
place and unveils a new chapter in
their development. They really
walk the talk and work to unpack
the whole idea of what
sustainability really means. It is a
place that demonstrates green
knowledge, skills, technologies
and lifestyles in a practical way.

Their Wetherdown Lodge offers
simple affordable accommodation
and has been refurbished to the
highest standards possible as a
showcase of what can be done.
The site offers low impact
camping and is the only campsite
right on the South Downs Way.
Their newly installed wastewater
purification system is a cutting
edge example of efficient and
sustainable purification, which
cleanses water with aquatic plants
and willows, produces withies for
crafts and biomass and is a
beautiful nature reserve all in one.

The Centre is probably known by
many as the former home of the
Royal Navy’s Communications
base — HMS Mercury. It was set
up in 1999 and is proud to be self-
financing and not reliant on public
funds, but supported by its own
business activities which include
the South Downs Natural Burial
Site.

The Centre already hosts events;
provides a wide range of adult &
children’s courses, workshops and
training including residential and
specialist skills.

The programme for 2012 includes
Sustainable Woodland Management
with Ben Law (of Channel 4,
Grand Designs fame) & Darren
Hammerton; Creative  Writing
with Alistair Patterson; Clay Oven
Building with Simon Brooks and
Go Wild in the Woods with Sean
Reeves.

The Schools Programme has
already attracted over 3,000 pupils
this year on day and residential
visits. It provides a focused study
of this unique area of Hampshire
and supporting education for
sustainable development within
the national curriculum. Key
curriculum areas include history,
geography, science and
citizenship. Pupils will learn how
the area was inhabited in the past
and how it is farmed and managed

today. There are also opportunities
to discover some of the diversity
of wildlife to be encountered in
the area and to see what the future
might hold.

Set within the South Downs
National Park, this beautiful 55
acre site offers access to some of
the most stunning landscapes in
the country, with fine walking,
cycling, country pubs and natural
and built heritage too. The views
from nearby Butser Hill extend
from the Isle of Wight to the
Hindhead and Winchester on a
good day!

A recent holiday-maker described
it as “a little bit of heaven”
saying...”My husband, 3 children
and 1 had a fantastic relaxing
holiday here. The campsite is
clean, facilities brilliant and in
keeping with the ethos of the
centre, the staff were friendly. We
couldn't have wished for better.
We enjoyed exploring the beautiful
woodland  site, dusk badger
watching, hearing the woodpeckers,
owls and foxes, having campfires
and trying out new culinary
techniques! My children
thoroughly enjoyed their Camp
craft Course. They came back
inspired, full of enthusiasm and
knowledgeable. I recommend this
site wholeheartedly .

CURDRIDGE
AMATEUR DRAMA
GROUP

By the time you read this the
CADG panto ‘Dick
Whittington” will be behind us!

Members will be looking ahead
to the Spring production. This
play will be completely
different.

‘A Letter from the General’ by
Maurice McLoughlin is
thematically powerful, dealing
with issues of obedience to
conscience and to promises,
ethnic prejudice, compassion,
class, and moral dilemma.
Directed by Teresa Pitt, this
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play will have a lasting

impression on you.

Performances will be held at
Curdridge Reading Rooms the
last week of March.

Look out for further details in
the next edition of this

magazine or visit our website
www.cadg.hampshire.org.uk.

We are also on Facebook.


http://www.cadg.hampshire.co.uk/

NEW WEBSITE
‘SAVES TIME -
WHEN IT REALLY
MATTERS’

A new website is now helping to
save time - and ultimately
people’s lives — in Hampshire,
Portsmouth and Southampton.

www.sayitonce.info was officially
launched in September by Lawrie
McMenemy MBE, President of
the Special Olympics Great
Britain and President of Age
Concern, Hampshire.

The website has been designed to
encourage residents to record their
own personal information — and
share this easily with health, social
care and emergency services when
needed.

Part of a project funded by the
Department of Health, Say It Once
includes forms that give residents
more control and choice. This
includes a Personal Profile where
they can record as much or as little

information as they wish. This
information is then only shared
with others if the individual
consents.

Anne Meader, project executive
said: “People are often asked for
the same information by different
health and social care staff — this
is frustrating and wastes time. On

Lawrie McMenemy

Currently President of Age Concern, Hampshire,
Lawrie McMenemy MBE was manager of
Southampton Football Club from 1973 to 1985.

average, people are asked seven
times for the same information.

“The website and forms are
designed to help you record your
own information so you only have
to ‘Say It Once’. This single up to
date version then becomes the one
point of reference for everyone
working with you, with your
consent.”

“One example when time could be
saved would be giving the form to
paramedics in an emergency So
they can see what medical
conditions you have or who can
look after your dog if you are
rushed in to hospital. That could
mean the difference between life
and death in some situations and
certainly reduce your worries
about things that are important to
you in times of crisis. The
information can also include
things such as medication, contact
details for friends and neighbours
and your personal beliefs. You can
give as much or as little
information as you wish and it’s
your choice if you allow other
people to share it.”

WICKHAM AND
DISTRICT RIFLE
CLUB

Back in March this year we
reported that Wickham and
District Rifle Club was on the up,
so it was - then!

The start of the 2011/12 season
has been fairly mixed.
Membership has increased
slightly, mostly due to the air
section - more about this later.
The shoulder to shoulder results so
far have been disappointing; the A
team has come close to winning
all four of its matches in Division
1 but not quite managed it yet. By
“come close” I mean the team has

drawn one match and lost one by
one point, one by three points and
one four points. The maximum
possible score is 500, they are
really close. As team Captain
said, “We haven't disgraced
ourselves” but the team members
must be frustrated! Let's wish
them some luck in the near future.

We won't talk about the B team
shoulder to shoulder results as
that's where the new shooters gain
their experience. The postal B
team has won all of its matches so
far this season, which makes up
for the other results! Long may
this continue.

The air section is fairly popular
and we have a list of regular air
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attend
Saturday morning. We meet in the
Long Room of the Wickham
Community Centre between 10 am

gunners  who every

and 12 midday. Anyone over the
age of 10 years can come along
and see if they like shooting or
not. You don't need your own air
gun, we have club guns and we
supply pellets, targets and friendly
instruction. All you need is the
range fee, currently £4.50, but you
can bring your own air gun (and

pellets) if you wish.

Eric Clifton
01489 892903



WICKHAM DESIGNERS
PRAISED FOR AWARD-
WINNING WORK

Studio 6, here in The Square,
was recently praised when a
magazine they design and print
won a prestigious award.
Partners Lindsey Maguire and
Sarah  Lowson told us,
“Although many residents pop
into our shop for photocopying
and printing from time to time,
they may not be aware of the
interesting work carried out in
our design studio and print
works situated above the dry

cleaners. Our small team
produce a wide range of
magazines, newsletters and

books, and we are proud that
their skills have been officially
recognised.”

The Friends of the Royal Naval
Museum and HMS Victory
have won a national award for
their newsletter. Scuttlebutt, as
the twice-yearly newsletter was

judged to be runner-up in the
British Association of Friends
of Museums 2011 newsletter

competition.
“The judges called it a very
interesting, and informative

publication, well-illustrated and
with an attractive layout”, says
Roger Trise, Executive

Secretary of the Friends, who is
also the editor of Scuttlebutt,
and who was presented with a
commemorative certificate by
Lloyd Grossman, President of
BAFM,
London.

at a ceremony in

Lloyd and Roger

H&me
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Mpert and hlmdslvp
for families

Could you help make a difference
for families with young children?

Every family needs

“When you consider that the
museum with the winning entry
work with a much larger budget
than we do, I think Studio 6’s
efforts should be commended.”
“I am particularly pleased for
Roger’, says Graham Dobbin,
Chief Operating Officer at the
Museum, which is located in
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. ‘He
has worked on Scuttlebutt twice
a year for over 10 years, in
addition to his duties as
Secretary and Treasurer of an
organisation of 800
members. This is just reward
for his efforts and those of
Studio 6 in Wickham, for the
quality of their design and
printing.”

Scuttlebutt is Navy slang for
‘gossip’, deriving from the time
sailors spent chatting while
drawing water from a butt or
cask which had been ‘scuttled’
or holed to enable the water to
be drawn.

Home-Start Meon Valley desperately needs more voluriteers to
support families in our local area who are going through &
difficult penod.

Many parents need help, advice of support durng thoss sarly
yoars whon childron are young. Your experiance as a parent
can help other parents

Home-Start provides a unique service for
Tarnilies, recrulting and trairmg voluntsers to
support parents with young children.

Home-Start volunteers enable and encourage
parents 10 give their children the best start in
e,

Do you have a few hours to give each week?
Would you consider being a fnend to a family?

2

%

wpmthmwcu‘mmwom

m umﬂuuunmmm

835936 or email grganiseu@home sl meouvaliex.or b

gty

“b see if we can
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Many parents need help. friendship. advice or supporf dunng
those early yeors when children are young. There is no rule
book for raizing a family and sometimes it con seem over-
whelming. But if you can get the help and support when you
need it, then day-to day family life and your children's future
can be s0 much brighter.

Do vou ever feel like this?

Isolated in your communty

Suffering from post-natal depeession

Struggling with the emotional and physicol et
demands of having twins, triplets or more
Struggling 1o cope with a disabslity or
relationship problems

Tired, unhappy, exhousted

Overwhelmed by o death of o loved one
Or any similar problems

T

please contact your doctor, health visrtor or contoct
us directly by phomng 01329 835936 or emaili
Suppott md friendship organéser@homestart -meowalley.org ik

for families

HP\ TV € o mors tormtion o s s svics o s
StAR



NEW PHARMACIST
MANAGER AT
BIRCHALL &
HAYDOCK
PHARMACY

My name is Steve Baldwin and
I’m the new Pharmacist Manager
at Birchall & Haydock Pharmacy.
I started my new position here at
the beginning of November and
have already found Wickham to
be a fantastic place. There is a real
community spirit here, and I feel
privileged to be able to serve such
a welcoming and friendly village.
The opportunity to buy shares in,
and eventually become the
proprietor of this independent
pharmacy means my dream of
having my own business is finally
being realised. Unfortunately it is
becoming pretty rare to find a
pharmacy that isn’t part of a large
national chain these days! This
pharmacy is such an important
part of the community that an
increase in the range and type of
services that can be offered will
only strengthen the relationships
between us and the residents.
These small changes will coincide
with the pharmacy, and staff, you

already love and know!
Pharmacy as a profession is

changing, so as well as the
essential services already offered
which include dispensing and
selling of medicines, a range of
enhanced services can now be
offered free of charge to one and

all.

Being the only pharmacist in a 5
mile radius I feel it is very
important to promote how I can
help and assist any patients
coming into the pharmacy.

The addition of a new consultation
room on the premises means that
services such as Medicines Use
Reviews can be carried out in a
confidential and private manner.
This review aims to help patients
learn more about, and manage,
their  medicines.  Appropriate
advice will be given which may
include what the medicine is for,
how they affect the body and how
to take them to get the most
benefit. It can also identify any
problems experienced, such as
side effects or problems ordering a
repeat  prescription. Common
medical conditions that may
benefit a review would include
asthma, diabetes, and high blood
pressure to name but a few.

We provide a free Prescription
Collection Service to make it more
convenient for you to order your
prescriptions. This service is open
to everyone. All you need to do to
set this up is call into the
pharmacy and fill out a simple
registration form. After that, we
would ask that you phone us on
01329 832115 around 5 days
before you are due to run out of
your medicine and inform one of
the dispensary staff which items
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you require to be ordered from
your repeat prescription. Or you
can simply pop your request into
the designated repeat prescription
box inside the pharmacy. We will
then take this request to your
doctors’ surgery, and then collect
the prescription on your behalf
once it has been issued. We will
then have it ready and dispensed
for you to collect at the pharmacy.
Now that’s what I call service!
Additional services that I am
hoping to offer in the near future
include Smoking Cessation, blood
pressure monitoring, and weight
management. We are looking to
work alongside the local doctors’
surgery to provide the services
most needed by the community. |
would love to hear from you if
you have any suggestions or
comments.

We are planning to give the
exterior of the pharmacy a much
needed lick of paint in the near
future. The opening hours will
also be reviewed with the
opening
lunchtime, making the pharmacy
more accessible.

possibility  of over

Birchall & Haydock Pharmacy has
been an important addition to
Wickham for many decades now,
and it is nice to see so many other
various independent businesses
thriving in The Square, and not
just another generic village of
‘chain’ shops. To help keep it this
way, | would please urge you to
support your local pharmacy and
other businesses. Your village

needs you!

I look forward to getting to know
you all, and if you are passing by
please call in and say hello. Thank
you very much. Steve



THURSDAY CLUB

The speaker at the last meeting
was Angela Robinson talking
about her recent trip to Egypt
which she visited soon after
Christmas last year, arriving
home 4 days before the
Revolution! The country is
enormous, yet has a population
of only 18 million, largely
located around the Nile and the
Nile Delta. The Nile floods
every year which the farmers
put to good use growing crops
while the rest of the year they
spend doing essential building
work.

From Cairo Angela's party
went by bus to Alexandria, a
much more modern city, which

once had an excellent library,
destroyed by earthquake in the
Sth century. They spent a week
on a boat on the Nile,
reluctantly rising far too early
in the morning for their liking,
but necessary because of the
heat of the day. The boat was a
2-storey affair and accommodated
the 50 people on Angela's trip,
but was staffed entirely by men.
Eventually they reached Thebes
(Luxor), explored the Valley of
the Kings and then flew to Abu
Simbel and ended up at the
Aswan Dam. A fantastic trip.

We saw pictures of the
immense pyramids, over 4
thousand years old and built of
huge blocks of stone and the
nearby Sphinx which had been
almost buried in the sand. We
saw a picture of a 2,000 year

old amphitheatre and some of
the interiors of mosques with
wonderful designs and
decoration. ~ The mummified
bodies of the Pharaohs were
removed from the tombs, by
Howard Carter and relocated to
the caves in the Valley of the
Kings to preserve them from
the tomb raiders.

One of the last items we were
shown was a picture of the
Rosetta  Stone, found by
Napoleon’s troops but which
now resides in the British
Museum. It provided the key
to deciphering Egyptian
hieroglyphics ~ which  cover
many of the artefacts.

A most interesting and
informative talk.
Jane England

WICKHAM
HISTORY SOCIETY

For our November meeting,
Kevin Robertson gave us an
illustrated talk based on his next
book, " Building the Meon
Valley Railway". Two more
volumes on the "M.V.R" will
soon be published by Noodle
Books.

He had spoken to a grandson of
David Smith who had been a
missionary during the building
of the "M.V.R." , looking after
the moral welfare of the
workmen. This included limiting
the consumption of beer, which
was a considerably safer drink
than water.

Building the railway entailed
such hard work that it took 12
months for farm labourers
(which the men had been) to
build up enough muscle to
undertake such labour. The

M.V.R. took four years to build
after discussions between a
Privett landowner and the
London South- West Railway,
but even so it soon became a
white elephant, particularly after
electrification from Waterloo to
Alton, causing it to close in
1955. It was an eye-opener to
realise that its closure was not
one of Beeching's but was due to
its lack of revenue.

There were some delightful
pictures of trains, stations and
workers which took us back to
an ere-long past, and many of us
would wish that we could still
travel from Fareham to Alton,
via Wickham, by train.

The evening concluded with

questions and discussion
including various memories of
those members who had

travelled on this route. The
author would welcome any
information from those who
have experienced this railway
line.

31

Our next meeting on 6th,
December is a joint one with the
Wickham Society and comprises
a talk by Portsmouth Guide,
Brian Barrett, on "Dickens of
Portsmouth - the bicentenary" ,
followed by our usual Christmas
Fare.

In the New Year we do not meet
in January. The February
meeting, on the 7th at 7.45 is
about The Portsmouth Workhouse.
Later topics are planned as The
Titanic, Local Aviation
Development and Wickham-The
Defining Years. There is also a
programme of Summer Visits.
New and renewing members are
very welcome at an appropriately
modified subscription.

Doreen Barrett
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On Monday 12 December
Forest Folk will be dancing
through the evening to the
music of the Bursledon Village
Band at our annual
Christmas Ceilidh. Join us for
our Christmas party night - the
Bursledon Village Band play
simply superb, toe tapping,
wants-to-be-danced-to  music,
full of rhythm and bags of
energy. They are known
throughout the kingdom for the
dance ability of their music
played in a relaxed Southern
style - John Miller calling (see
www.burseldonvillageband.co.uk).

We like to celebrate Christmas
so we have yet another concert
in December and this year
welcome John Kirkpatrick
and  his Carolling &
Crumpets Christmas Show to
Forest Folk on Monday 19
December. John was instilled
with a deep love of music from
birth, and family gatherings
always included a hearty sing-
song. School choirs, the Church
choir, playing recorder and
piano ensued, until he joined
the Hammersmith Morris Men.
Whilst with the team he took up
the melodeon, then the button
accordion, then the anglo
concertina, and got hooked on
the traditional songs that were
accompanied with a post-
dancing pint. John has gone on
to become one of the most
prolific figures on the English
folk scene, and has established
an enviable reputation as an
instrumental ~ virtuoso  and

session musician, as well as a
leading interpreter of English
folk music. He has been a
member of the Albion Country
Band, Magic Lantern, The
Richard  Thompson  Band,
Umps and Dumps, Steeleye
Span, Brass Monkey, Trans-
Europe Diatonique, and Band
of Hope, as well as numerous
ceilidh bands.
See,www.johnkirkpatrick.co.uk
2012 beckons and we are busy
making bookings for the year
ahead. And what better way to
start  than  with Steve
Knightley, who makes a
welcome return to Forest Folk
on Monday 16 January. Steve is
the song writing force behind
Show of Hands, widely
acclaimed as the finest acoustic
roots duo in England and with
three Royal Albert Hall sell-
outs to their name. The Exeter-
based singer songwriter writes
the majority of material for the
band, which also features multi
-instrumentalist Phil Beer and
together they won the Best Live
Act title in the 2004 BBC
Radio 2 Folk Awards - the only
category voted for by the
public. Steve is renowned for
his strong, trademark narrative
songs  which reflect the
escapades, hopes and fears not
only of people in his native
West Country but beyond and
he pulls no punches when
writing highly literate songs
about bigger, global issues (see
www.showofhands.co.uk).
Tickets for the Christmas
ceilidh are £10 each, and the
John Kirkpatrick and Steve
Knightley concerts £12 each.
For tickets, further information
and details of our singarounds
and guest nights, please ring
01329 833625, 023 9226 4288,
or just email;
info@forestfolk.co.uk and join
our emailing list, and we will
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Steve Knightly

keep you regularly updated
with all our news and events.

Charles Gale

Forest Folk


http://www.burseldonvillageband.co.uk
http://www.johnkirkpatrick.co.uk
http://www.showofhands.co.uk
mailto:info@forestfolk.co.uk
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\ MORRIS
Charity Donations

Wickham Morris, your local
dance group, have raised a
record sum over the last year

(or £2,100 if you prefer) to the
Rocky Appeal.

It is just great to have raised
such a sum and down to a lot of
hard work from our collectors.
The Rocky Appeal is raising
money for  state-of-the-art

digital  keyhole  operating
theatres at Queen Alexandra
Hospital and the recent

advances in digital video and

Wickham Morris at Village Fete 12th June 2010

for charity. As well as a
donation to the Countess
Mountbatten Hospice of £254
they have given 2,000 guineas

computer technology have
vastly improved the precision,
efficiency and safety of keyhole
surgery. These theatres allow

more patients to be treated in
the same period because they
are more efficient and so
waiting times are reduced and
infection risks are less.
Wickham Morris have raised
sums of money for many
charities over the years and are
delighted with this latest effort
which means that we have
raised over £31,000 in total.

If you would like to help raise
more money, then come and
join us. We are always looking
for new dancers or musicians;
just have a look at
www.wickham-morris.org.uk
for contact details. Or come
and see us. We'll be dancing
on New Year's Day at noon at
the White Lion at Soberton and
in Wickham Square at 5.15am
and then again at 6.30pm on
May Day, which this year falls
on a Tuesday.

Our thanks to all who have
contributed over the last year.

Dennis Wheeler

A Public meeting was held on the
10™ November at the Community
Centre when Cllr Sean Woodward
from Fareham Borough Council
gave a full presentation on the
Fareham North SDA.

Some 200 Parishioners attended,
from the following question and
answer session with Parishioners
of all generations taking part,
Fareham Council can have been
left in no doubt as to the concerns
of many in the village.

Very real concerns over the level
of traffic that will be generated by
the development and the threat of
gridlock on our local roads, and
just as importantly strategic green
gaps between the village and the
development were both top of the
list of questions.

For anyone who was unable to fill
out an attendance form at the
meeting, there are some spares at
reception at the community centre,
you will need to fill one out if you
wish to be consulted about the
Area Action Plan, we would
encourage all of you to be
engaged in this process.

Eastleigh Borough Council are
holding seven road shows in
relation to the Botley / Hedge End
SDA, the nearest venue is Botley
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Youth  Hall, High  Street
Recreation Ground, SO30 2E
Monday 28 November 2.00 —
8.00pm

Both of these Developments
combined will have a massive
impact on the quality of life in the
Meon Valley.

The next meeting is the 6"
December at 7.45pm at the
Church room, it is a joint meeting
with the History Society with a
talk on Dickens of Portsmouth.
Please bring some savoury or
sweet Christmas nibbles.

New  members are
welcome

Chair Chris Hoare 836947

always



MEN’S BREAKFAST

During the last half of the year we
have again had the good fortune to
be able to call upon both the wide
experiences and the presentational
skills of some of our members, so
conserving a stock of outside
speakers whom we hope to invite
to talk, and perhaps to be so taken
with our group as subsequently to
join us.

Such was the case when David
Houghton, with his leg in plaster,
was driven over from North
Boarhunt by his wife Anne,
herself a much-valued member of
the band of bell-ringers at St
Nicholas, to introduce us to Tools
for Self-Reliance.  Faced with
retirement from farming, and with
a store of usable tools, David
found charity work as a speaker
and local collector of unwanted
tools which are refurbished and
sent to some of the poorest
African countries by this little-
known charity. It was interesting

to learn that the most valued tool
was an anvil, which would enable
local blacksmiths to produce tools
for their communities. There is
now a selection of Tools for Self-
Reliance leaflets in the church.

David Roger-Jones, an avid
student of history, came equipped
with a large tome from which he
offered us a distillation of the
story of the Crusades,
appropriately entitled ‘Blood and
Guts’. His enthusiasm for the
period could not be bounded by
one talk, and we look forward to a
sequel in which he promises an
interesting  analysis of  the
character of Richard I.

In October Dennis Boylan took us
behind the walls with an
interesting and at times amusing
account of life as a prison officer,
both in England and in Canada.
We were given an insight into the
empathy that can exist between
men on either side of the bars. It
wasn’t all Fletcher v Barraclough.

Your correspondent was
unfortunately away on a better
offer in November, and

coincidentally a planned invitation
to an outside speaker had to be
postponed.  Various matters of
import were discussed apparently,
not least the suggestion of
mounting a clock in The Square.

Our December meetings are held
at a restaurant in the village, when
we invite our guest speakers
together with the ladies who have
quietly taken on the task of
clearing up the detritus of our
breakfasts. This year, The Hub,
newly-opened in the Community
Centre, will be honoured with our
presence. At the December
meeting we also decide on a
charity which will share with the
Friends of St Nicholas the savings
we have accrued over the year.
This year we expect to share out
over £450.

Robert Goulson

BISHOP'S WALTHAM
AND WICKHAM
AFTERNOON
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

The President welcomed Members
to the Meeting on Wednesday 9th
November. It was nice to see so
many present, and a specially
warm welcome was extended to
three visitors, Leslie, Audrey and
Pat.

An item of particular interest was
raised at the recent Group Meeting
at Botley. Whitely Wags and
Durley Divas; ( NO they are not
synchronized swim teams!) but
both flourishing Institutes, who
are about to join the Group.
Janice Sargent, Chair of Group
resigned. She is moving to another
Group. We were told that her
shoes had not been filled, and

unless a Chairman could be found
the Group would be suspended.
Worried frowns and tut tuts of
disappointment, but not for long.
The  Secretary of Bishop's
Waltham and Wickham
Afternoon, stepped onto the bridge
and saved the ship. "Well done
Sheila Georges".

We were reminded of Xmas lunch
at the Rising Sun Swanmore,
Wednesday 14th December. (How
could we forget?), and the Carol
Service on Monday 5th December.
Business over the
introduced Mrs.Mavis Stephens to
demonstrate and talk on Floral

President

Xmas Decorations. With plants
from her own garden, she
produced a beautiful small table
decoration, using a minimum of
colour and  greenery, and
explaining in detail how simple it
was to create. Some of us looked

very scepticall. We were then
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invited to "Have a go" and the
practice  tables
surrounded by enthusiasts, some
with  no small trepidation.

were Soon

To the sound of clipping, an
amount of busy chatter, and a few
soulful sighs, varied and attractive
creations arose from the assorted
plant matter. Members went home
with a spring in their steps,
proudly carrying their displays,
having first had a group photo
taken for posterity. A very jolly
afternoon was enjoyed by all.
The next meeting will be on
Wednesday 14th December at the
Rising Sun, Swanmore. See you
all for lunch!

For more information on our
activities ring Ann on 02380
466687 or Sheila on 01329

833866



WICKHAM WIVES.

For our November meeting it was
a great pleasure to welcome
Wickham scout Fiona Ward and
her friend Charlie Swope. Fiona
and Charlie from Fareham District
Scouts were two of the hundred
scouts selected to represent
Hampshire at the 22" World
Scout Jamboree in Sweden in July.
Once selected they had to raise
£2011 to cover their expenses and
make a contribution towards the
expense of scouts from poorer
countries of the world who
otherwise would not have been
able to attend the jamboree.

On July 24 the Hampshire
contingent assembled at Pax Mill,
formerly the home of the Chief
Scout Robert Baden-Powell and
his wife olive, who became the
Chief Guide. From there they
travelled to Heathrow to fly to
Copenhagen for a few days sight
seeing. On July 27 they travelled
by coach to Sweden to set up
camp in preparation for the
opening ceremony the next day.

Flags from 116 countries were
paraded at the opening ceremony
which was attended by the Present
Chief Scout Bear Grylls. 40,000
scouts surrounded the arena of
which 4000 came from Great
Britain, though some countries
sent only a few. Their tented
accommodation stretched as far as

the eye could see, although they
were in sub camps of 36 scouts
plus 4 leaders. These groups were
then again divided into 4 sub
groups, 9 scouts plus 1 leader.
Each subgroup took it in turns to
choose the menu and cook the
meals each day for all the 40
members. They were issued with
‘shopping cards’ which they
exchanged for the food required
that day. The facilities were
adequate, but the cold showers
were a first for most scouts! Time
was spent meeting scouts, trying
their food, some wore national
costume and they contributed to a
Global Development Day, and
they joined a summer camp.

On August 6 the closing ceremony
was attended by the King of
Sweden and after many farewells,
Fiona and Charlie Ileft for
Romania. Here they stayed at the
home of a scouting family who
were wonderfully welcoming and
hospitable.

This experience has led to the girls
being on the Hampshire Youth
Council, which involves them
with many scouting events in the
County.

Fiona brought many of her
souvenirs from the jamboree to
show us including badges,
neckties and an excellent album of
photographs.  Fiona’s  mother
helped with the power point

presentation and altogether we felt
these young people were excellent
ambassadors for our country.

Their enthusiasm and enjoyment
for this adventure certainly
impressed us and their closing
comment was to go to the next
jamboree to be held in Japan in
four years’ time. Since the age
limit for scouts is 14 to 18 years
they will be too old by then... to
go as leaders will be their
ambition.

Our thanks to Fiona, whom we
sponsored and I'm sure we all
thought it a very worthy
sponsorship. Our thanks also for
Charlie’s supporting role and her
mother.

December 14 is the date for our
Christmas celebration, meeting at
7.30 PM the church room.

Wickham Wives send greetings
and Best Wishes to all who read
our church magazine, this has
been a successful year and we
look forward to what promises to
be a very busy 2012.

Our first meeting in the New Year
will be on January 11 at 7.30 PM
in the church room when Pat
Matthews will tell us of her
holiday in Iran.

Margaret Gwynne

SAFER
NEICHBOURKOODS

”'a
Y

Do you have views on policing priorities for Wickham?

There is an opportunity to influence the policing priorities for Wickham by taking part in the
Meon Valley Safer Neighbourhood Panel, all meetings are open to the public.

Next meeting
7pm Thursday 8" December
Wickham Community Centre

refreshments and mince pies included!

i H hire Constabul When it's fess
ampshire Constabulary ¢4Q1 155,
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be prepared « « »

14 Beavers, 2 Cubs, 1 Scout, 2
Explorers and 6 Leaders (plus 2
more Leaders came for the
Saturday) had a Beaver sleepover
in  Southwick and Widley
Memorial Hall. After Mums and
Dads had gone home we took the
Beavers into the main hall, much
to the amazement to the Beavers
tents (yes tents!) had been put up
for them to sleep in. Clothes
changed  the questions started.
‘What are we going to do now?
"When are we going to
sleep in the tents?" Can we go to
bed now?" Are we going to have
breakfast soon? "Are you going to
sleep here as well?' Enough of the
questions...Red Indians were the
theme of the sleepover, so a very
large Totem pole was decorated
with eagles, animals, patterns and
flowers. At this point we were
going out for a walk and try a little
tracking but the heavens opened
so we had to stay in. Many thanks
to Dave Tibbert who set
up the film Brother Bear for
everyone to watch, this went down
so well with all the children and
many of the adults. We had lots of
laughter and a few tears at the
end of the film. Supper had been
eaten during the film and teeth
cleaned. Yes it was now bed
time...You have never seen
children so quick to get in their
sleeping bags!!!Lights out and
torches to the ready we had a
brilliant laser light show, after 5
minutes torches were turned
out and we hoped for silence! I'm

pleased to say  everyone
was asleep before midnight and
the first Beaver was up at 1/4 to 6,
but back to bed he went!! After
breakfast, we started bases these
included head dresses, dream
catchers, cardboard tepee’s, (we
had lunch at this
point), colouring, Indian writing,
individual totem poles, dance
sticks and the list goes on and on.
It was quite sad that the parents
were coming to pick up the
Beavers at 4, but there was still
one question left! "Can we come
and do this again?" The
answer...As these children had
been so brilliant the only answer
could be "Yes" Watch this
space!!!!

A week's Summer Camp was held
at Meonwood, Woodend for the
Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers at the
beginning of the holidays.
Cubs...Monday was 'Backwards
Day'a day where the Cubs were
mini Scouts for the day, cooking

their dinner on the open
fire...rainbow trout cooked
innewspaper, salmon in  parcels,

jacket potatoes, vegetable kebabs
and baked apple with
chocolate and marshmallow in
foil. Tea was home made
chicken soup and toast cooked
over the fire. They also slept out in
the wood...A hike to
Hundred  Acres was  also
undertaken...Sports afternoon was
run by the Explorers...We tie-dyed
tee-shirts...Had lots of fun on and
with the swing boat and balister
Chil(Barry) made.
Scouts...Also had a backwards
day, cooking all their meals on
open fires; they had to make
bivvies (natural shelters) to sleep
in...An incident hike was
organised by the Explorers with

change a car wheel and the 2nd,
first aid...They also tie-dyed tee
shirts...a cooking challenge was a
good excersise, the patrols had to
produce a three course menu for
themselves and a guest, for £2-
S0per head,the Patrol Leaders then
were taken to the shops to buy the
ingredients. On their return the
Patrols had to work as a team to
cook their menu and entertain
their guest. One patrol made a
Mexican meal, Nacho’s to start,
Chilli and rice, and Chilli
chocolate  for dessert. The other
Patrol cooked Garlic bread for
starter, Chicken stir-fry and rice
pudding for dessert. And yes I got
change fromthe money they were
allocated.

Explorers...These young adults
worked very hard throughout the
week. As well as organising the
Scouts incident hike, Cub sports,
they also did the cooks challenge,
(but they had to hike to Wickham
to get their food)
backwards day along side the
Scouts, organised and ran the
camp fire and the list still goes
on.. Service for Children’s Week,
helping with the fire
and helping 80 children and adults
cook sausages and dough twists on
sticks. What a brilliant camp we
all had. Many thanks to Mr and
Mrs Wells for allowing us to use
their land...

If you have a son or daughter aged
6-18 who would like to join our
happy family of Scouting please
telephone the number below.

Chris Samways, Cub/Beaver
Leader...0132 832739

.‘; Foresters
% Friendly Society

Court Royal Brethren No2290 are
presenting their Annual Carolcade
on Sunday 10th December at

bases...1, the Scouts had to
2.30pm in St. Nicholas Church,
Wickham. Presenting the
Denmead Brass Band and
Wickham Church of England
Primary  School  Choir. A

collection will be taken in aid of
Fort Cancer Charity Foundation.
Following the carols mince pies,
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sausage rolls, tea or coffee and
orange juice will be served. All
your voices are most welcome.

John Pratt



THE ROYAL
BRITISH
LEGION-

WICKHAM
BRANCH

Members of the Wickham Branch

have once again entertained
members of I’anciens combatants
from our twinned town of Villers-
sur-Mer, for a long weekend
including the Remembrance
Sunday Memorial Parade and
Church Service.

Our French visitors arrived on the
Friday evening ferry and were
collected by their hosts. Gerald
had arranged a varied coach trip
for the Saturday, this commenced
with a ride to Stockbridge where a
leisurely walk through the town
was taken followed by coffee and
light

establishment

refreshments in an
of choice. The
coach then reloaded for a very
pleasant trip down through the
Test Valley to Romsey where a
buffet lunch had been arranged in
the very comfortable RBL Club at

Romsey. Suitably refreshed, the
journey continued on to Totton
and a visit to the Ealing Tide Mill.
We were split into two groups and
shown the workings of the mill
and given a very detailed history
of the mill. We then returned to
Wickham. In the evening we all
met again at The Kings Head in
the Square for a hearty meal of
good English food.

Remembrance Sunday Parade and
Church Service was of course the
main reason for the French visitors
to make the trip. In glorious
weather the parade formed up in
10.40hr
commenced the march to the
church. The
parade received from so many of

the Square and at
support that the
the Wickham junior organisations

was probably the greatest for a
number of years, the church being

filled to capacity for the service.

The photos below are used by

kind permission of David Roger-
Jones

By the way, did you know?
The Pensions and Benefits team

handled 3,826 War
Disablement claims; resulting in

Pension

awards of more than £21.7 million
for over 2000 beneficiaries.
Mick Kerley,
I would like to thank the residents
of Wickham for supporting the
Poppy Appeal, all those who gave
and the volunteers who collected.
We find it very sociable and are
always well supported. I would
also like to thank Pages for their
hospitality and Hemmings for the
loan of their window for the
collection period.

Sheena Bright

WICKHAM
CRICKET
CLUB

November was a busy month for
the club, with the Hampshire
League presentation night at the
Rose Bowl on 11", followed by
the club AGM on 14™ Fifteen
members attended the presentation
night, to collect a shield and cup
for winning our division, plus
individual trophies.

There was also a personal award
for Chris Martin, for the best

Team Captain Andy
Gwynne with the Trophy
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batting performance for our
division.

At our AGM, trophies were
presented for best batting and
bowling performances for the
league and club.

Full details of the team and
individual performances can be
found on our website:
www.wickhamcricket.com

And now a brief note on the

indoor league so far from the

captain Gary Callaghan:-

In the first game of the season we
(Continued on page 38)


http://www.wickhamcricket.com
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for being runner-up in the HCL

Bob Hayward receiving both batting and bowling trophies

Martin Rowe receiving his runner-up trophy for

best club batting

(Continued from page 37)

seemed to carry on from last
season with a defeat, but a strong
batting performance from Peter
Gwynn meant that he was asked to
open the batting in the following
game and with some success: the
team recorded an outstanding
performance and bowled the
opposition out for 59 in reply to
our 100/4. In the latest game we

also recorded a victory, with a
solid team performance in both
bowling and batting, reaching
142/4 and keeping the opposition
to 128/5, despite a depleted bowling
line up. Hopefully this is the
beginning of some deserved
success again for the indoor team.

We are always pleased to be able
to welcome new members, of all
playing abilities. If you would like

to join the club, either as a player,
umpire or scorer, please give Malc
Burt a call on 01329 834398.

Lesley Wilde
Secretary

KNOWLE NEWS

The work that is done in Knowle
is very much a team effort
between the Knowle Village
Residents and the committees that
help bring Knowle together
following Wickham’s footsteps
developing community spirit.

Pulling  together = with true
community team spirit helping
each other where we can is what I
believe in along with many others
in both our villages. We are in
difficult times and maybe for quite

a long time to come but
community spirit will get us
through.

The Knowle Community

Buildings Association this year
have put on some good events
which  have  brought  our
community together further. These
include our Easter Egg Hunt, Fetes
Quiz Nights, Bingo and our main

September event on the green
which was a great success.

Our New Village Hall and sports
facilities have activities booked all
week including Table Tennis,
Badminton, Pilates, Zumba and
Toddlers groups along with our
Village Cricket club which goes
from strength to strength. We
regularly have private hire events
which all help cover our bills on
the hall.

In Knowle my main task in the
community is to lead our
Neighbourhood Watch team who
all help to keep our crime levels
very low in and around our
Village.

The  Neighbourhood = Watch
schemes that operate in Knowle,
Wickham and surrounds in the
Meon Valley along with Country
Watch will help us all stay safe if
we work together with the Police
and Local authorities in reducing
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the risks of crime where we can.

Knowle has been selected along
with other Village Watches in
Hampshire to be on the Pilot
Scheme for Crime Reports and the
on line Crime and Anti social
Mapping to detect trends and
make residents more aware of
things happening near them so
they can see incidents as they are
reported and the actions that
Police take. If you are interested in
seeing what is going on around
your areas please have a look at
the Crime Reports Web site.

This will help us all keep our
communities safe.

If you would like to contact me on
any matter please do so via the
editor and I will be glad to help
where ever I can.

Best regards for the Festive season

Nigel Prior



WICKHAM
TWINNING
ASSOCIATION

We have once again bid “Au
revoir et Bon Voyage” to our
French friends after a very
successful twinning visit on the
week-end of 11th — 13th
November. As well as a good
time being had by all, we hope
that everyone added a little to
their knowledge of their “other
language”.

It is wunusual to hold our
exchange events this late in the
year, but problems aligning our
respective bank-holidays dictated
the date. Weather and early
darkness caused us some concern
during the planning stage, but, in
fact, with the unusually fine
weather helping, everything went
extremely  well. Again
unusually, our friends chose to
travel on the overnight ferry
giving them an extra half day
here.

On the Friday, Chris Hoare had
arranged for us to visit the Map

Room at Southwick House
where D-Day was planned.
Southwick always do an

excellent presentation and our
thanks go to Brian Barrett who
gave  us an  interesting
introduction to the background

of the map, which was translated
into French by Therése for our
guests. The fact that Villers
features on the map added even

Wickham Twinning Outside the Great

more interest. The evening was
free for the hosts and their guests
to enjoy a quiet meal together.

Saturday was a particularly full
day. Therése Evans had
organised a reception with the
Mayor of Winchester in the
morning and we gave our guests
French guided tours of the City
in the afternoon. This was
followed by a dinner-dance in
the evening at Wickham
Community Centre. Our thanks
go to all the staff and
Management at the Centre for
making us so welcome and for
preparing the hall so nicely. Our
guests had requested a typical
English meal and so, taking
advantage of the time of year we
gave them a traditional English
roast Christmas dinner with all
the trimmings and crackers,
preceded by a sherry reception.

This was all very well received.
Thanks are due to Peter Hake
and all his staff for an excellent
meal. Dinner was followed by
dancing to fine, sixties to present
-day, music provided by Time
warp. Our guests loved the
opportunity to dance and at one
point everyone, of all ages, was
up on the floor joining in the fun.
Our usual, popular raffle was
enhanced this year by prizes
contributed by the French.

After a quiet Sunday morning
around the Village, when many
attended Remembrance Services
in the area, our guests sailed for
home on the afternoon ferry and
we look forward to joining them
in Villers next year.

Our French friends bring quite a
number of younger families and
we would like to encourage
everyone to consider joining us,
but we would particularly
welcome younger families. If
you are tempted, please contact
Di Hemingway-Rice on: 01329
835463.

Finally, the Committee would
like to express our gratitude to
all of our families that acted as
hosts. It is their generous
participation which makes the
event such a success.

WTA Committee

WICKHAM COMMUNITY
LAND TRUST

Intermediate

Affordable Homes on Mill Lane
Site

We are hopeful that the Trust will be
able to buy a number of affordable
homes on the Mill Lane site from
our development partner, Hyde
Housing Assoc-iation. Currently
negotiations are in hand to acquire a
mix of the following with
availability set for end March 2012:

one-bed flats
two-bed houses
three-bed houses

We are looking at a mix of shared
ownership, shared equity and/or
intermediate affordable rent.

Rents will be set at about 80% of
open market rents and the shared
ownership/shared equity homes
would be offered at 40% - 50%
ownership.

The aim of the Trust would be to
retain these homes for community

benefit now and for future

generations, so

The homes to be for local people,
living or working in the area

Successful  applicants to meet
Wickham Community Land Trust’s
selection criteria;

there would be no ‘right to acquire/
buy’ or to ‘staircase’ to full equity

Please contact us or visit our website
if you would like more information.

(Continued on page 40)
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(Continued from page 39)

We will send out formal application
forms once we are in a position to go-
ahead: please let us know if you
would like us to send you one.

Wickham Community Land Trust

Postal address:
P.O. Box 652,
FAREHAM, PO14 9LB.

Tel: 01329 834335
e-mail: contact@wickhamclt.org.uk

website: www.wickhamclt.org.uk

Charity No. 1134897

Co No. No. 6608621

Note Applicants are also encouraged
to register on the local authority
Housing Register
www.hampshirehomechoice.org.uk
and to refer to Homes in Hants
www.homesinhants.co.uk.

A SEASON
FOR
GIVING
AND RECEIVING
In recent months, the world

economic crisis has worsened and
there’s no doubt that everyone’s
personal circumstances have been
squeezed financially. Yet the
willingness of individuals to
support worthwhile causes and
charities continues unabated, as
witnessed by the amazing
contributions to this year’s RBLI
Poppy Appeal and the annual

Children in Need programme.

We’re
generosity can be sustained for the

hoping that similar
seasonal Meon Valley Lions Club
Father Christmas collections this
year. You're probably thinking
that the Valley and
Hampshire in general, is one of

Meon

the most affluent areas in the UK,
But that
doesn’t mean that in these tough

and you’d be right.
times there aren’t pockets of
deprivation, children with special
needs, home-carers in need of
support and many others who are
down on their luck and need your
help.

Lions clubs have been in existence
for approaching one hundred years
and the Meon Valley Lions Club

has been active since 1973. Last
year we spent in excess of £10,000
on local community causes in this
Although part of an
international

area.
organisation, our
club works to ensure that 80% of
the money we raise is channelled
back into local good causes and
charities within the area of the
Meon Valley. The remainder goes
to national and international
programmes such as the Tsunami
New Zealand

earthquake — but in all cases every

appeal or the

single penny we collect from
donations, or at our fund-raising
events, is used to help others.

Santa’s 2011 itinerary
Before the
delivery schedule each Christmas

extremely  busy

Eve, Father Christmas does some
quick practice runs throughout the
Meon Valley in December, just to
check the route and make sure that
all the boys and girls have been
good. He’ll be in your area on the
following  December  nights
between about 6.15pm and 8pm,
so listen for the Christmas carols
and look out for his brightly lit
sleigh! (The Saturday dates are

9am — 3pm appearances).

Date Location
Thursday 1 Wickham east
Wednesday 7 Mislingford
and Wickham
Saturday 10 Wickham
Square
Monday 19 Shirrell Heath
and Shedfield
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The Lions will be accompanying
Father Christmas around the towns

and villages of the Meon Valley

Santa and Lions collecting in
Wickham

looking to beat our 2010 charity
collection total of £3,665. Last
year saw some truly challenging
weather with snow and ice and
freezing temperatures hampering
procedures, so this year it’s fingers

crossed for more clement
conditions. The full Santa
itinerary plus lots of useful

information about what we’re
doing can be viewed on our brand
new website — just Google Meon
Valley Lions Club or type this
URL  into
www.meonvalleylionsclub.org.uk

your  browser:


mailto:contact@wickhamclt.org.uk
http://www.wickhamclt.org.uk/
http://www.hampshirehomechoice.org.uk/
http://www.homesinhants.co.uk/

Hampshire
County Council

Yy

Minerals Plan

The updated Plan for Minerals
and Waste in Hampshire was
approved by the county council
after an all-day meeting on 13
October and now goes out to
public consultation until 19
December. The Plan is also
being considered by Southampton
and Portsmouth city councils,
the Isle of Wight and the two
National Park authorities.

All possible sites for minerals
extraction were examined by
Hampshire’s surveyors and a
list of 14 sites was published
where it is planned to undertake
works in the next 20 years.
None of the sites are close to
the Southern Parishes of
Winchester District.

Most controversial site is 62
hectares at Hamble Airfield
where 1.25 million tonnes of
sharp sand and gravel is
available but this is regarded as
the best option for the south of
the county. After extraction, the
plan is to restore grazing,
nature  conservation,  open
space, public access and
woodland.

Ready for Winter

With salt barns across the
county full, thousands of

community salt bins in place,
100 farmers ready to be fitted
with snow ploughs and salting
routes checked and revised, the
county council is ready to keep
Hampshire moving throughout
the winter.

The new salt barn at
Micheldever has increased salt
stocks by an additional 4,000
tonnes. This means the county
now has enough salt for 15
days continuous round-the-
clock salting of the main road
network without having to
replenish supplies.

Over 2,000 new blue salt bins
have been delivered to parishes
and community groups for use
in extreme weather. With a
capacity of 750 kilograms they
are larger than the traditional
yellow bins. The bins are for
community use and residents
are urged not to use the salt on
their private driveways.

Roads are treated on a priority
basis. Priority One routes
which carry 85 per cent of
traffic include the A roads,
major bus routes, and roads to
major emergency
Priority Two routes include B
roads and single access to

services.

villages. Community routes
include access to smaller
schools, GP surgeries and

community halls.
Fort Nelson

The number of visitors to Fort
Nelson fell by nine per cent in
the last 12 months, largely
because of the redevelopment
of the site. With new
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attractions, there are signs of
increased attendance.

HCC provided a grant of
£10,000 towards a display
about the Waterloo Gun and an
additional £50,000 on repairs to
the flint. A programme of
coppicing of the hedges has
been agreed as well as grass
cutting in the new car park.

Street Lighting

The project to upgrade 150,000
street lights across the county
with the latest energy efficient
equipment to reduce light
pollution and carbon emissions
will move into Winchester in
January. So far 13,500 lights
have been replaced.

Blue Badge Scheme

A public consultation has
started on changes to the
national Blue Badge disabled
parking permit scheme. Greater
powers will be given to local
councils to tackle fraud with
new designs that are harder to
forge along with a central
database.

Assessments of applicants will
be made by independent
professionals with expertise in
mobility instead of by GPs.
The charge for a badge will be
increased from £2 that had
been set in 1983 to £10.

Editors Note;

Councillor Allgood sent us this
article before he so sadly died
on 12th November.



WINCHESTER CITY
COUNCIL

Angela Clear
Tel: 832923

14, Manor Close
Wickham

Hants

PO17 SBZ
Email: aclear@winchester.gov.uk

Therese Evans
Tel: 832700

3, Copperwood
Holt Close
Wickham '
Hants ‘

PO17 SEY
Email: tevansi@winchester.gov.uk

Fareham SDA Update

This is the issue which we all
care about at the moment.
Fareham Borough Council’s
Core Strategy was not found to
be unsound by the Inspector so
disappointingly this is now
proposed to go ahead. The
Business Park however at
junction 11 was removed from
the plan by the Inspector.
Fareham BC is preparing an
Area Action Plan which will
eventually need to be consulted
on and again subject to a Public
Examination by an Inspector.
As your local councillors we
invited the leader of Fareham to
come and talk to residents
about his proposals. Therese
chaired the session in Knowle
and Angela the evening in
Wickham. Both evenings were
well attended and we think that
by the end of the two evenings
Fareham was left in no doubt
that the building of this SDA
was of the greatest concern to
local residents. Strategic and
green gaps Dbetween the
development and Knowle and
Wickham were key issues as
well as infrastructure provision
and the allocation of affordable
housing units. These are the

issues we will be concentrating
on too. We have already done a
lot of work in ensuring that the
Winchester land next to the
SDA will not be used for any
development and will be
protected at the planning stage
by a legal agreement to keep it
as open countryside for ever
and we are talking to relevant
officers in Fareham to address
your concerns. Please do not
hesitate to continue to contact
us on any of these issues and
we will keep you informed of
the next stages. We shall of
course be fully involved in any
local consultations.

Winchester’s Core Strategy

It is hoped to publish this in
draft for consultation by the
end of the year.

Watch this space for further
details.

Pantomime in Winchester

The Theatre Royal is jointly
funded by the Winchester city
Council and Hampshire County
Council. If you haven’t visited
the theatre it is a small gem and
always puts on good magical
pantomimes. This year’s is
‘Cinderella’ where ‘the wedding of
the decade’ can be seen from
7™ December2™ January.

Waste collections

Some rounds have taken a
disappointingly long time to be
sorted and residents have been
very patient but hopefully the
collections are now being
collected on time and each
week .Let us know of any
problems.

Fly tipping
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Fly tipping is unsightly and can
be removed if it is on the
highway or verge by the City
Council. To report an incident
of fly-tip on highway property,
please contact the City Council
either by telephone on: 01962
840 222 or by completing the
on line e form: Flytipping
reporting form .Fly-tip on
private property is up to the
land owner to arrange removal.

Councillor Freddie Allgood

We were very sad to hear of the
news of Freddie’s recent death.
He was elected as the local
Hampshire County Councillor
for this area in 2009 and before
that served 27 years as a
Winchester City Councillor for
Denmead. Therese who
worked with him during her 16
Y% years on the council and was
also a Past Mayor of
Winchester valued him greatly
as someone who worked very
conscientiously and with great
commitment in his work for
residents and the two councils.
He was also a JP on the
Portsmouth bench.

Councillor surgeries

Our next surgery in Knowle is
Tuesday November 22™ 6-7 at
the Village Hall. No
appointment needed. Our next
surgery in Wickham will be on
Tuesday January 10th at
Wickham Community Centre.

We wish you all a very Happy
Christmas and a Healthy New
Year 2012!!

Therese Evans
and Angela Clear


http://www.winchester.gov.uk/ShowForm.asp?fm_fid=349
http://www.winchester.gov.uk/ShowForm.asp?fm_fid=349

Wickham Community Tennis Club

Tennis is coming to Wickham

Funded by grants

Wickham Parish Council has secured grants to construct two floodlit tennis courts on the
recreation ground.

Tennis for all

This will be a community facility and we want to see the courts used by Wickham and Knowle
residents, the young and the not so young, keen players and absolute beginners.

The new club will have a tennis coach who will provide coaching at all levels and for all ages.

Whatever your standard or experience of tennis, there wi Il be a welcome for you at the ¢ lub.
All being well, the courts will be open for use early in 2012.

Open evening

L &AH

For more information, including the many benefits of membership, y ou are warmly invited to
an Introduction to Wickham Community Tennis Club  at the Wickham Community Centre,
Mill Lane, Wickham, on Thursday 12th January 2012 , from 6.30 - 8.30pm.

Try indoor mini tennis during the evening, tennis goody b ags and refreshments available.

Sign up for 5 free lessons! Open to all residents of Wickham and Knowle, children
aged 7 and above and adults. Limited places, first come first served.

First formal meeting

You are also invited to the first m eeting of the Club, which will take place at 7pm on Monday
30th January 2012 at Wickham Community Centre. At this meeting the committee will be
elected and the constitution and rules of the Club will be discussed.

ﬁ #_ Q— .," F)L-. E s ’ﬂ ~
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is for everyone dcome and join us!

Contact Nicki Oliver 01329 835019 for more information
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Wickham Parish
Council News

Dec ember 2011

County Councillor Freddie Allgood
It was with sadness that the Council

heard of the death of County

Councillor Freddie Allgood.
Freddie was very supportive of the
Parish Council and worked hard to
help residents with County Council
issues and will be greatly missed.

Councillor Vacancy

Due to aresignationt hereis a

vacancy for a parish councillor.
Are you interested in local issues
and working to improve the lives of

residents?

Councillors need plenty of time
and energy and also  be able to

attend evening meetings . training
is available.

Please contact the Clerk for more
information.

Christmas Light Switch On
Wickham Square
6.30pm Thursday

1st December

How will Father Christmas
arrive this year?

Date for your diary

Celebrate community life in
Wickham and Knowle

Annual Parish Assembly 6.30pm
Thursday 22nd March 2012
Wickham Community Centre.
All residents, businesses and local
organisations are invited to attend
and to set up a display or make a
presentation of their work if wished.
Local councillors will be available to
address any local conce rns. There
will be a buffet, wine and soft
drinks.

The evening is a great opportunity
to celebrate community life
and Citizen of the Year awards will

also be made.

Nominations are welcome for these
awards which are for people working
or volunteering in the Wickham and

Knowle communities.

Categories:

Citizen of the Year

Good Neighbour

Young Citizen of the Year
Customer service community
award, for a local business
making significant
contribution to the
community

e Lifetime achievement award
for service to the community

Offers of award sponsorship from
local businesses would be welcome.

Nominations for the awards to be
made to the Parish Council by
March 2012

1st
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Olymplc and Jubilee
Celebrations 2012

Party in the Park

Wickham Parlsh Council is hosting a
Party in the Park on Wickham Recreation
Ground.

Monday 4" June 2012
Afternoon tea with hog roast and bar in
the evening.

Live music and entertainment.

Local organisations welcome to assist
with providing entertainment.

Everyone welcome to the party!

Free Tennis Taster Sessions

To celebrate the Olympics all residents
are offered the opportunity of five free
tennis lessons on the new courts.

First come first served, contact the Clerk
to book. (aged 7 and over)

All equipment supplied, just need to wear
clean trainers!

45

Clock for The Square
A Jubilee Project?
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The Square needs a clock. There is no
visible clock in the Square at present. The
Parish Council had sought to address this
issue with the purchase of a 36" (900mm)

commercial, outdoor clock made in a
composite material, to be mounted on Lilly's
wall. The cost of this would be approximately
£150 in total.

A small number of residents have said that
they would prefer a more impressive clock,
perhaps tied into our forthcoming Jubilee
celebrations. The cost of this option will be
between £1,000 and £1,500. The Parish
Council is reluctant to undertake this sort of
expenditure in the present economic climate
without an indication that our residents
approve it.

It has been suggested that residents may
wish to pledge a financial donation towards
the more expensive option. It may be
possible to have the plaque mounted beneath
the clock acknowledging the benefactors.

Please let us have your views and offers
pledges, so that we can decide how to
proceed.

£150 option:
http://www.primrose.co.uk/outdoor-clocks-
large-clocks-c-136_713.html

£1,000 option:
http://www.hawkinsclocks.co.uk/classicclockl.
html

£1,500 option:
http://www.hawkinsclocks.co.uk/heritageclock
2.html




Winchester City Council Local
Development Framework i update

Winchester City Council is proposing to
include a requirement for 150-250 new
homes in Wickham for 2011-2031 in its
Core Strategy. In the first instance this
will be through infilling and
redevelopment but green field sites may
also be required.

At this stage no sites have been
identified.

The Parish Council has challenged the
need for such high numbers and has
asked that consideration be given to

reducing the number of new houses to

100.

Details of the progress to date can be
vi ewed on Winchest
website
www.winchester.gov.uk

Plans for the recreation ground
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Work has started on the two floodlit
tennis courts on Wickham recreation
ground, and will be funded through
grants.

There is also planning permission for a
new Scout HQ but the Scouts have
indicated they are unable to accept the
terms of the lease required by the Parish

Council’>s Il andlord

The offer of the land is still open to the
Scouts but we understand they are
looking at other possible sites.

Affordable Housing for Local
People

Twenty new homes that can only be let or
sold to people with a connection to Wickham
are under construction on a site adjoining the

community centre.

Individuals and families with an income of up
to £60,000 can register for affordable
housing.

If you have not registered your interest in an
affordable home please contact Winchester
City Council as soon as possible.

Tel
01962 840 222

eI

Parish Council Meetings
Held at Wickham Centre, all welcome to
attend.
Full Council
7.15pm Monday 12" December

Merry Christmas and a peaceful
new year from the Parish
Councill
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Nicki Oliver Parish Clerk
Heatherdene, Turkey Island,
Shedfield, Southampton SO32 2JE
Tel 01329 835019
clerk.wickham@parish.hants.gov.uk
www.wickham.parish.hants.gov.uk
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