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Charles Dickens was born in a
modest house in Old Commercial
Road, Portsmouth just 200 years
ago, on February 7th. 1812. His
father was a clerk in the Navy Pay
Office.

After becoming famous both in
England and abroad, he returned
to Portsmouth several times, and
would no doubt have known
Wickham as a thriving village .

As well as writing his many
famous Victorian novels, he was
well known for his evocative
public readings, his philanthropy,
and his defence of the fallen and
oppressed.

He died, only 58, at his last home,
Gad’s Hill Place, in 1870

Charles John Huffam Dickens
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‘THE LAMPPOST”

Happy New Year everyone! I hope
you all had a good time over the
Christmas and New Year period.
Probably a faint memory by now!

Well I and the family had a nice
week off after Christmas and on
New Year’s Eve, we went as a
family to the Chichester Festival
Theatre with our two young boys to
see ‘The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe’. It was great! I love the
story — about the children walking
through the wardrobe and into
Narnia, a land where it’s always
winter and never Christmas — that is
until Aslan sorts it out with the help
of Peter, Susan, Edmund, Lucy and
various others.

It’s a well-known story — but this
time it was the lamppost that struck
me afresh. The lamppost marks the
way into Narnia and also the way
back to our world. The story is
about the Christian faith with good
and evil and Aslan represents the
God who sacrifices himself for the
sake of his people and then rises
again. But it struck me as I sat
staring at the lamppost on stage that

the lamppost could be seen as
the beacon that marks the way
from one place to another. The
children passed it as they went
forward in their adventures into
Narnia and into all the trials and
battles they would have with the
White Witch, the evil queen of
Narnia. And they passed it as
they returned to  relative
normality in our world (though it
was hardly ‘normal’). Is
anyone’s life ever ‘normal’?

I think, as Christians, we all find
ourselves going through times of
particular challenge, when we go
into new places, where we have
to fight some battles, where
there may be uncertainty. But
there is good news for us — the
lamppost 1s always there. It
lights the path ahead. It marks
our way from one place to
another. It seemed to me at any
rate, as I sat in the theatre, that
actually it is always there!

‘Yes’ — you guessed it — I saw
the lamppost as Jesus Christ, the
one who is with us as we travel
from one place to another, as we
face challenges and fight our
battles. I think this is a comfort
at the start of a New Year.
Perhaps especially this year, as
we continue to face great
financial and social challenges
and as we in Shedfield and
Wickham say farewell to Rev
Elizabeth and her husband
Adrian. They have served God
well in this place. We wish
them well and that the lamppost
of Jesus Christ will light their
way and be their abiding guide
and comfort as they set out on a
new phase in their lives. And
may it, or rather ‘he’, be our
abiding light and presence as we
also move into new territory.

Lord, let your light shine upon us
and all your people as we play our
part in your story with your
lamppost by our sides and in our
hearts, lighting
our way and
always being
present in all we
face in 2012.
With my love

and best wishes

Your friend and rector

< )N |

Rev. Bruce.

If you’d like to talk to Rev Bruce
or would like to support the
church either in Wickham or the

parish of Shedfield (which
includes Waltham Chase and
Shirrell Heath), please don’t
hesitate to contact him at

bruce.deans@btinternet.com or on
01489 896637.

The Joint Christmas Christian
Muslim Gathering

A joint Nativity Celebration was held
at Portsmouth Cathedral on

November 22nd, celebrating the
birth of RASULLAH ISA IBN

MARY AM, the Apostle of Allah,
Isa son of Maryam; the chaste lady.

On the next page is the full text of
the address given by Sheikh Fazle

Abbas, Imam/Resident Alim of

Wessex Shia Ithna Asheri Jamaat.
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INTERFAITH GATHERING AT PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL
ON THE OCCASSION OF CHRISTMAS

ADDRESS BY SHEIKH FAZLE ABBAS DATOO
Resident Alim / Imam
Wessex Shia Ithna Asheri Jamaat ~ Al Mahdi Centre
22™ November, 2011

Dean of Portsmouth Cathedral The Very Reverend David Brindiey,
respected Church Warden, Elders of the Anglican Church,
Representatives from the St John's Catholic Cathedral, Rev Stuart
Holt Dean Bishop’s Waltham Deanery, Rev Elizabeth Groves
representing the Vicar of St. Nichclas, Wickham Village, Imam of
Jamia mosque In Portsmouth Sheikh Aminur Rahman, the Musiim
community, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 greet you Salamun alaykum, May peace be upon you all,

Today we all, as nelghbours, members of the faith community, have
come together to celebrate the birth of the Masih, Jesus son of
Mary. By this gesture we have practised love to our nelghbour as he
taught us, love to our community, as he taught us.

This is truly a blessed gift for our communities. Subhanallah- Glory
to God.

Recently I have been watching the news and there is coverage of
the anti-capitalist protesters camped outside St Paul's Cathedral.
There was a banner which gave me food for thought.

\Was there a banner which struck you?

The banner which caught my attention has left me posing several
questions to myself. It made me wonder at what is happening
within our community.

I ask myself the guestion: Was this a message for all of us?

It was food for thought because I find myself asking myself a
question: What is my role in answering this question?

What did the banner read? It read: *What would Jesus do?"

People who strung the banner across columns of the cathedral are
watching us. They foliow us, They measure us,

So as we draw Into the days of Christmas, the festival to celebrate
the nativity of Jesus, a great Divine representative of God, It is most
appropriate that we reflect on this question fluttering on the banner,

So what would Jesus do?
To answer this guestion we have to ask ourselves three questions:

(1) Why has somebody who lived over 2000 years ago, a
mystic who forsook the world suddenly become important?

(2) Is he important because his teachings have suddenly
become relevant?

(3) 1Is there a message In this for faith communities?

Jesus has become important not because he s Jesus as 2 person,
He has become important because his teachings have emerged
from the purest of sources- the Divine Realm. He has become
Important because we are now realising that man-made problems
are not solved by man-made solutions.

The response to greed and avarice is no maore huge banking
bonuses because when interest rates are just above zero and
mortgage payments are still at 5- 6%.There |Is something wrong in
the society. There is a gap between the have and have-nots.

The banking crisis is not only a monetary crisis. Golng deeper, as
they say:- under the iceberg, It is a social crisis, moral bankruptcy
and spiritual bank crisis.

Our society has these days moved away from love and substituted
love for humans with love for soclal status, positions and
possessions such as flashy cars, personalised name plates,
mansions, designer clothes, flat screen gadgets.

We all long to have the ipod, the iphone, the Ipad ...we have
become the “I" generation.

Because we have substituted our hearts with everything, but God,
the heart that was to be love for "WE" has now become love only
for “1*.

The spiritual bankruptecy that has occurred or Is still ongoing Is
because we have relled on the bankers to solve our economic
problems. The markets are still driving the economics.
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My dear friends. The bankers have defaulted on this promissory
note they have given us. Instead of honouring this sacred obligation
which they have with those their money they have been entrusted
with, the bankers have given the payee a bad cheque. A cheque
which has come back marked - “Refer to Drawer.”

And now the people have leamt the pristine message of Jesus
(p.b.u.h,) when he drove out all those who were buying and selling,
overturned the tables of the maney changers and the benches of
those selling doves. (Matthew 21:12)

So perhaps the banner fluttering with the caption: *What would
Jesus do?” Is referring to this as a solution. T don't know,

Or perhaps the banner |s saying that we want faith to provide us
with a solution. Or perhaps the banner Is trying to scream: Give
faith a chance.

So If falth Is to be given a chance are we all as people of faith
sufficiently cleansed?

Are we striving towards Tazkiyatun Nafs- Purification of Self?

The birth of the blessed prophet Jesus is a miracle in a world
historically where there was littie or no hope,

Says the Almighty in Holy Quran Chapter 3: The family of Imran,
Verse 45 .

<IDH QALATIL MALAAIKATU YA MARYAMU INNALLAHA YUBASH-
SHIRUKI BI KALIMATIN ISMUHUL MASIHU ISABNU MARYAMA
WAJIHAN FID DUNYA WAL AAKHIRATI WA MINAL MUQARRABIN>

When the angels sald O Maryam O Mary! Surely Allah God gives
glad tidings of a word from Him whose name Is the Messiah Isa
(Jesus) son of Mary, prominent In this world and in the hereafter
and of those who are near to God.

Is Christmas the only opportunity to cleanse ourselves or do we
have opportunities to cleanse ourselves throughout the year?

When we have cleansed ourselves of the 'l’, only then we as people
of faith will be able to give a response to the question on the
banner: "What would Jesus do?"
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On behalf of my community, the Wessex Shia Ithna Asheri Jamaat ,
1 would like to extend heartiest felicitations on the auspicious
occasion of celebration of birth of AL MASIH ISA IBN MARYAM AL
MUQADDASAH RASULULLAMI WA KALIMATUHU the Messiah, Isa
son of Maryam the chaste lady, the Apostie of Allah and the word
of Allah.

In conclusion, let us pray by supplications narrated from Jesus:

O Allah! You are the deity of all who are In heaven and the deity of
all on the earth. There Is no deity in them other than You. And you
are the All Wise for all in heaven and the All wise for all on earth.
There is no All Wise In them other than You. There is no king In
them other than You. Your power in heaven Is like Your power on
the Earth. And your sovereignty In heaven is like Your sovereignty
on the earth. T ask you by your All generous Name and Your radiant
Face and Your eternal Kingdom.

O God who takes away grief, removes sadness, disposes of sorrow,
answers the prayers of the needy, O the Merciful of this world and
the hereafter You are merciful to me and to all things, so be
merciful to me....

LET US NOW MENTION OUR PRAYERS : HAJAT :........

O Lord Grant good health and swift recovery to the ill persons, biess
the soul of the departed members of our community, grant strength
and relief to the distressed, persons affected by various calamities
round the globe, protect our scholars whose prayers protect us,
continue to abundantly shower upon us your blessings and bounties
upon us....AAMIN

Before ending my address, may I reguest the Dean to convey my
warm greetings and kind regards to the Bishop Christopher and his
wife Reverend Sally.

On behalf of my Shia Ithna Asheri Muslim Community of Wessex,
the muslims in Portsmouth and on my own behalf, I offer our
heartiest felicitations, greetings and best wishes to all our Christian
brethren and a prosperous happy New Year 2012!

Sheikh Fazle Abbas Datoo
Resident Alim /Imam

Wessgex Shia Ithna Asheri Jamaat
residentalim@almahdl.arg.uk
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EDITORIAL.

The Editorial Team wishes all our
readers a happy and prosperous new
New Year.

At last, the affordable and shared-
ownership houses in Mill Lane show
signs of completion around the end of
March. A real lifeline for young people
living or working in the village and
unable to afford market house prices.
Thanks for the efforts of Nicki Oliver,
Judy Lucas, and many others.
pages 23 and 30 for details.

See

Well done to all those who supported
the annual Bishop’s Waltham Deanery
Christmas delivery of tinned food and
toiletries to the East London Parishes.
Your generosity is much appreciated.

Please support the Park Place show, ‘A
bit of a do’, at 3pm on 12™ Feb. It is
intended to raise funds for their much
World
projects......... please read the Mother’s

needed and ongoing 3"
Union submission on p4, it refers to

Park Place and is most interesting.

Also, please try to attend all/some of
the annual Lent Lunches 2012, to be
held on five separate dates and venues
24" Feb — 21* March.

The Wickham Church Fete will be held
on 9" June. Volunteers are required to
work on publicity, planning and
‘ideas’. Can you help? Details on page
3. Closing date for the 2011 Photo
Competition is Feb 29™ ......... and in a
year which promises to be full of local
and national activities, why not submit
your photos to the 2012 Photography

Competition?

The months ahead threaten to be
turbulent and challenging. Many people
and families may experience financial,
employment and economical problems.
We must all keep a sharp eye open for
the wvulnerable, the young and old.
Those in need of friendly, spiritual

support might take advantage of
Rev. Bruce’s offer of a ‘sympathetic
ear’, see his column on page 1.

We extend our warmest best wishes
and farewells to Elizabeth and
Adrian. Many thanks for all your
efforts
contributions to village life. We

ministrations, and

wish you both long and happy
retirements.

DB

Hackney and Bishop’s

Waltham Deanery Link

Christmas Delivery 2011

Once again the Christmas delivery
showed the parishes of the Deanery
working together in a heartening way.
Those who gave gifts had taken care to
send what had been asked for including
a good number of tins with ring pulls, a
significant supply of small sachets of
shampoo and some catering size tins all
of which we’d been told were needed
for the Hackney Churches ministry to
homeless people and rough sleepers.
As well as this a large number of items
of food, clothes etc. requested for the
babies of trafficked women came to
each of our churches and were then
taken to Swanmore Village Hall. Over
thirty people came to help which
meant there was time this year to pack
the van systematically for offloading in
just the right order. Noble Argue again
the
effectively that we were able to get

provided and drove van so

! done for the

home in time for Noble to turn out
for a rugby match in Eastleigh at
2pm Many people gave money and
tokens to The Priory, St James and
the Hackney Churches Night Shelter
for their work.

Sisters Elizabeth and Moira at The
Priory write “To all our friends in Bishops
Waltham Deanery a
THANKYOU. The
Brown from St James’ Clapton writes

very heartfelt
Revd Rosémia

“Thank you so much Bishop’s Waltham
Deanery for the goods you delivered”.

The essence of the Link is that we in rural
Hampshire recognise that the work being
Kingdom of God in
Hackney makes demands on the churches
there that we very rarely have to meet
ourselves so we reach out in a spirit of
love to do what we can to help.

Norman Chatfield (Chairman of the
Bishop’s Waltham Committee)

?

Many hands needed for the

Wickham Annual Fete
9th June 2012

Could you offer some help
or bring some new ideas?
We need help with publicity
and planning and volun-
teers to help on the day. Do
contact

Sue (828589) Judy (833655)
Niki (833749) Di (832633
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We had a joyful Christmas at Park Place;
I hope you all had the same. It is
amazing how long ago it seems now.

During the Christmas period, Sister
Anysia left us for the Convent in
Angers, France. We will miss her very
much, and we send our love and good
wishes to her in her new position.

Of course, we keep up our efforts to
support the Sisters projects in the Third
World, and the first of these efforts for
2011 is planned for Sunday February
12" at 3.pm We are having an
afternoon of Music, Drama, and Dance,
which is to be called ‘Spring Fever’.

We had a similar event last year, which
was so well received we thought we
would have another ‘Bit of a Do’ this
year as well. The tickets are £5.00, and
apart from the ‘Performance’ the
audience will be served with homemade
cakes and tea during the interval.

Do try to come; we all need something
jolly to do in the middle of winter.

Tickets are available from Park Place
from the end of January, and also at the
door on the day. However they were
very popular last year so it might be
worth getting or reserving them before
the date.

Lent will be with us very soon, a time of
prayer and preparation for the wonderful
Feast of Easter. Many of us try to give

up something for Lent, but a priest
once told me that to do something
special for the time instead is a
good idea too. I aim to do that this
year, but I don’t know what yet. I
must do some thinking about that!

God Bless
Leila.

MOTHERS’ UNION

Our January meeting was
held at 3 Tanfield Park. The
speaker was Sister Evelyn from
Park Place, who gave an interesting
and detailed talk about her Order
and their work with orphans and
those on the margins of society.

The Order of St. Francis of
Assisi was founded in France in
1871 during the Franco-Prussian
war by a governess to the children
of the nobility. The custom of the
day was for one member of a
family to join a religious order, and
she would bring a ‘dowry’ to her
religious house, which enabled the
order to do its work. It began in
Angers, spreading throughout
France, and then to Switzerland
during the First World War. In
1866 a group of nuns came by
invitation of the Bishop to
Southampton, where they taught
French in schools, and eventually
local English girls joined the Order.
(The original school is now the
office of the Red Funnel ferry).

The link with India was
formed when the British in India
asked for English nuns to establish a
school there in 1892. During the
Second World War there were nuns
from Muswell Hill running a school
here in Park Place, and this was taken
over by a group of French nuns from
the Order. The chapel in Park Place,
built in 1968 was designed with the
ecumenical vision of the Reverend
Mother, who wanted it plain and
simple, where anyone could feel at
home (in spite of the consternation
this caused in the Catholic diocese).
It is now used by all denominations.

Sister Evelyn explained the
variety of their work: in India they
offer schooling to people
disadvantaged by the caste system
and in Africa they have educated
tribal women to read and write,
provided a school for children
blinded through contaminated water
and lack of hygiene, and the convent
continues to help orphans and the
destitute. Wherever they are, they try
to become involved with alleviating
the local need, and Sister Evelyn
travels the world to assess their
projects, which are reviewed every 6
years.

At the end of our meeting we
held a collection for the Order’s work
in Ethiopia. Our next meeting will be
on 14™ February at 30, Wykeham
Fields. 2.15pm Margaret Leslie - The
work of the Mothers' Union.

VS

Rev Bruce, Caroline, Joseph &

Daniel are moving

Our new address from around 13th February will

be:

The Rectory,
Southwick Road,
Wickham.

PO17 6HR




FAREWELL TO ELIZABETH

As this edition of the magazine was
going to the printers we were
preparing to say farewell to our
Curate, Elizabeth Groves, as she
leaves St Nicholas on retirement. A
fuller report will feature in the next
edition, but those who were not able
to join Elizabeth’s final service, may
be interested in the photograph below
of the lovely engraved glass jug for
which we received so many generous

subscriptions.
A7
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e CHURCHES TW,ETHER in
== BISHOP'S WALTHAM AREA

LENT LUNCHES 2012

Friday 24 February St Nicholas’ Wickham,

Church Hall

Wednesday 29 February United Free Church, BW
Wednesday 7 March Durley Memorial Hall
Wednesday 14 March Swanmore Methodist Hall
Wednesday 21 March St Peter's Soberton

Church Room

3 Time 12 30 onwards ;

=Y Menu ==

. ——

Soup, bread and cheese, tea/coffee

No charge, but donations invited to be sent to charities

that are yet to be decided

CTBWA is 1n association with Churches Together in Hampshire amd the Igle of Wight

Dot
The AGM of The Friends of St. Nicho-
las will take place on Thursday 29™
March 2012 in the Church Room at
7.45pm.

John Landaw Chairman

Heather Oswald Hon.Sec.

The World Day of Prayer 2012

The Women’s World Day of Prayer
on Friday, 2" March 2012 at 2pm
will be held at St John the Baptist
Church, Shedfield.

The Christian Women of Malaysia
have been responsible for compiling
the Service which is entitled “Let
Justice Prevail”. Over 3 million
people worldwide will be praying
and worshipping together during
this annual day of prayer. The
offering of this service worldwide
begins in Tonga, passes to New
Zealand and then to Australia and
within twenty-four hours prayers
will have been said around the
world.

The speaker this year will be Miss
Debbie Thrower who is a Reader
and once was a familiar face on our
television screens.

Please do come and support this
special annual service:- All are
welcome — men, women, young
people and children.

Afternoon Tea will be served in the
Study Centre after the service

Anne Shotlander
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WICKHAM CHURCH
OF ENGLAND
PRIMARY SCHOOL

We are enjoying a great start to the new
year at Wickham Church of England
Primary School as our children have
been thoroughly engaged by our whole
school PSHCE theme of “Going for
Goals”. We have talked in Collective
Worship about new year resolutions and
setting targets for ourselves. We’ve also
agreed some Playground Targets as part
of our Rights Respect Responsibility
work and in class our children are
making good progress towards their
individual learning targets. We are
certainly well prepared for the year
ahead!

Olympic Poetry

As this term marks the start of our
nation’s Olympic Year, we have taken
part in an Olympic poetry writing
competition organised by Rotary
International. All of our children have
written poems about the Olympics and
many have chosen to incorporate the
Olympic values of respect, excellence
and friendship. The winning entries
from each class will be published on our
website and entered in the Rotary
International competition.

Adventure Stories

There is a buzz of adventure in our
school at the moment - we had an
unexpected visit from archaeologist Dr
Dan Smith recently and he asked our
children to write adventure stories about
his recent explorations in Venezuela.

—WI

Again we plan to publish some
examples of our children’s
fantastic writing on our website
and we hope many of you will
enjoy reading them.

Year R Going on a Bear Hunt
Our Year R children have had
great fun learning about the book
“We’re Going on a Bear Hunt”
by Michael Rosen. They have
been thoroughly engaged with
their learning and have been

sequencing the story to
create story maps,

v

recreating the story
with role play,

W -
and making masks.

They have had a fabulous time!

Year 3 Travel Agents

Our Year 3 children have also
developed cross-curricular skills
within their recent geography topic.
The class used our new TASC wheel
approach to structure their work
about locations culminating in a
Travel Agency Spectacular!

Our Year 3 teacher Mrs Smith set the
children the challenge to be travel
agents and sell holiday destinations
around the world. They put a great
deal of effort into their class work
and also their homework to research
and present their findings. One
afternoon a large group of parents,
carers and grandparents visited the
Year 3 Travel Agency Spectacular,
sitting with the travel agents and
listening to their sales pitches.

The children were stars and our
visitors provided a brilliant real
audience to help activate our
children’s learning.

We continue to have a great deal to
celebrate at Wickham Church of
England Primary School. Our
provision has improved
tremendously over recent years and
we are keen to further strengthen the
strong partnerships we have
established with the whole
community.

Thank you all for your continuing
support. We look forward to sharing
our successes with you throughout
2012.

Maria Ackland
Headteacher
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FAIRLANDS DAY
NURSERY

CHURCH ROAD, SHEDFIELD,

SOUTHAMPTON, HAMPSHIRE,
SO32 2HY

TEL: 01329 834848
admin@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk

(15 hours FREE Nursery Education per
week for all 3 year olds)

We hope you all had a wonderful Christ-
mas and New Year. Thank you once
again for your support with our Christ-
mas Fayre, we raised over £800 which
we will be using to enhance our outdoor
area.

During this term the children will be
busy planting their spring vegetables
ready to use for snacks and cookery next
term. They have already planted their
daffodil bulbs around the Nursery so we
should be a blaze of colour come the
spring time!

just to remind you that Fairland’s Tod-
dler Group is on a Tuesday morning
9.15am — 10.45 am ( £1.50 per adult) in
the main building. Everybody is wel-
come and refreshments are provided.

Fairlands Day Nursery is now open be-
tween the hours of 8.00am and 6.00pm
to all children aged between 1 and 5
for 50 weeks of the year excluding Bank
Holidays.

If you require any further information
please don’t hesitate to contact us on
01329 834848 or email us at ad-
min@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk

Jo and Carol

(Headteachers)
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POPPINS

Basy £ TODDLER GROUP

We’re back after the Christmas break
and we are raring to go with a program
packed full of fun activities, all run by
volunteer Mums. Our numbers have
become smaller as children have grown
and gone onto nurseries and schools so
we need new members. If you enjoy a
relaxed friendly atmosphere where chil-
dren can play and interact with their
peers and parents/carers can enjoy
friendly chat and a cuppa, then Poppins
is the place for you. We meet on Thurs-
days at 9:30am in the Church Room,
behind St Nicholas Church. There is
plenty of free parking in the church car
park, first left off Southwick Road. Cost
is £1 per family and that includes re-
freshments. Please come along and join

us, everyone is welcome from babies to
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toddlers, Mums, Dads, Grandparents and
childminders.

Any queries contact Lucy Goodman
07768051221

legoodman@btinternet.com

As well as our monthly write-ups in the
parish magazine, we are also going to
do “Recommended by Poppins’ Mums”,
just a little write-up on something we
think every mum should know about
whether it be a place, group or toy. So
keep a look out for our tried and tested
recommendations and see if you fancy it
yourself.

As recommended by Poppins Mums

This month we are recommending The
Hub Cafe at the community centre. If
you are looking for a relaxed atmosphere
where you can take the kids and have a
nice cup of tea, try it out. There is plenty
of space to push a pushchair through, a
child’s play area with toys, and climbing
frames outside the community centre.
The menu is reasonably priced and child
friendly.

Dates for your diary

2" Feb. - Lunch at Hub Cafe, as rec-
ommended by Poppins’ Mums. We will

make our way up to the community cen-
tre after our Poppins’ session.

t!

9" Feb. - Making Valentine cards
16™ Feb. - Manor Farm Poppins Re-

union. This is a half term activity so that
past and present members can get to-
gether, along with older brothers and
sisters for a fun filled day out. There will
be some contribution to entrance fee and
animal feed!

23 Feb —Pancakes at Poppins, so if
you fancy freshly made pancakes and a

cuppa, come and join us.

1 March — Daffodil trail through the
church yard, time to get some fresh air,
and who knows what else we may find?

15™ March — Mothers’ day Pottery,
Dads - why not come along too and

paint some pottery for a gift? It’s a bit
different from flowers!


mailto:admin@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk
mailto:admin@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk

CAB January

Q. My pensioner father recently had
someone knock on his door saying they'd
been doing work in the area and had spot-
ted his roof needed repairing. This got
Dad worried as he can’t afford any major
work, but I’m suspicious about the whole
thing. What would you advise?

A. You’re right to be wary. The approach
you describe is a classic con. Rogue traders
often call unannounced offering help with
roofing, paving, or general building work
they say needs doing, or offering to do insu-
lation or install burglar alarms. They often

e Ifyou think a trader is trying to
con you — speak to Consumer Direct on
08454 040506. They can report any-
thing suspicious to your local Trading
Standards Department

If the trader becomes aggressive or
threatens you, this is criminal behav-
iour and you should call the police
straight away.

For more information about your rights
when getting work done, see Buying
services - your rights on the Citizens
Advice Adviceguide website.

end up running off with your money without
ever doing the work, doing a very poor job,
or doing work that never actually needed
doing.:

e Don't ever agree to work or sign any-
thing on the spot — take their full details and
say you'll get back to them

®  Check their details — they should give

you their business name and address and not
just a mobile phone number. Check these to

see if they are genuine

Check if they are a member of a profes-
sional trade body, belong to a local authori-
ty assured trader scheme, or to the Trust-
Mark scheme, which can help you find trust-
worthy tradesmen in your area. For more

details about these schemes, go to =
www.direct.gov.uk

® Ask them for details of other custom-
ers they did work for and contact them to
check this out

® Don't get taken in by their sales ban-
ter — they might claim there is a special offer
on only for that day, or that they'll get sacked
if you don’t employ them. This kind of talk
is likely to be a sales pitch and you shouldn’t
take it seriously

® Always get more than one quote be-
fore employing someone — it’s usually best
to contact other traders your friends or fami-
ly have recommended

® Don’t ever make a cash payment up-
front — a reliable trader won’t ask for money
before doing the job — not even if they need
materials. If they run a business, they should
have enough money to cover these costs
themselves and only ask for payment once
they’ve completed the job, or done a reason-
able amount of work

CAB February

Q. I’'m looking for ways to cut my gas
and electricity bills before the winter
sets in, and I've heard there are gov-
ernment grants available to make
your home more energy efficient. Do
you have any details?

A. At the moment, half of the UK's
carbon emissions come from the ener-
gy used to generate heat. As a result, a
switch to low carbon heating is vital to
meet the UK’s carbon targets.

A new Government scheme, which
runs from 1 August 2011 to 31 March
2012, has been set up to help people
install green energy heating systems.
The scheme is particularly for those
households who don't have mains gas
heating. You can get grants for the
following amounts, for the following
products:

® aground source or water source
heat pump - £1,250 (for homes with-
out mains gas heating)

® 3 biomass boiler - £950 (for homes
without mains gas heating)

® an air source heat pump - £850

(for homes without mains gas heating)

solar thermal hot water panels - £300
(available to all households).

The scheme for householders is mainly
aimed at the 5.5 million households in
Great Britain not heated by mains gas.
Rather than mains gas, these households
have to rely on expensive and higher
carbon forms of heating such as heating
oil and electric fires to keep warm. To
qualify, householders will need to en-
sure they have basic energy efficiency
measures in place before they apply.

Up to 25,000 new installations will be
supported over the next year. The grants
will be given out on a first-come, first-
served basis, and providers of social
housing can also apply. For more infor-
mation, including how to register early,
visit: www.directgov.uk or call the Ener-
gy Saving Trust on 0800 512 012.

For more advice on getting the best en-
ergy deal, or help if you’re struggling to
pay gas and electricity bills contact your
local CAB at Well House, 2 Brook Street,
Bishop's Waltham, SO32 1AX, Tel. No.
(01489) 896376 open from 10.00 a.m. to
2.00 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Friday. We also run an advice
surgery at Wickham Community Centre,
Mill Lane, Wickham on Thursdays from
10.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m, If this is not con-
venient, please note our Thursday even-
ing appointments only session (from 4
to 7 p.m.) at the Bishop’s Waltham Bu-
reau. You can also e-mail us on bish-
opswaltham@cabnet.org.uk with your
problem. You can also go to our local
website
www.bishopswalthamcab.org.uk or you
can go to the national Citizens Advice
website www.adviceguide.org.uk



http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Governmentcitizensandrights/Consumerrights/Yourconsumerrightswhenbuyinggoodsandservices/DG_195383
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/nireland/your_world/consumer_affairs/buying_services_your_rights.htm
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/nireland/your_world/consumer_affairs/buying_services_your_rights.htm
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_198244
mailto:bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk
mailto:bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk
http://www.bishopswalthamcab.org.uk
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk
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Promoting a positive way of living with dementia

Are you, or someone you know,
caring for someone suffering
from memory difficulties? Meon
Valley Carers Group is a voluntary
organisation supporting the carers
and their families. It provides an
opportunity to mix socially along
with their cared for with people in a
similar situation on a regular basis.
We encourage contact with the
families and can provide valuable
information. If you have any
questions or would like information
on any services then please come to
our Drop in Office, open Monday
and Thursdays 9am to 1pm.

We would like to start our year by
saying thank you to everybody who
helps keep the group running. We
are so grateful to the Lions for
continuing to provide transport for
our members to attend meetings
and outings. Thank you to Rotary
for the £400 donation for day to
day costs, to Tesco, Whitely, for
sponsoring our Christmas
refreshments, Paul at the Forge,
Shedfield and Chris Guenier from
CPS, for solving any computer
problems so quickly. And last but
not least a big thank you to all the
volunteers as without you the group
would not be the fun and successful
group that it is.

2012 promises to be an interesting
year in the realm of dementia. The
recent adverts from the Alzheimers
Society both on the TV and in other
media is bound to raise awareness
of the issues of living with
dementia and we have resolved to
make a real effort to raise the
profile of our group locally too.

Christmas is a time when families
traditionally come together to

celebrate and provides a perfect
opportunity for any memory
issues to come to light. If, over
the past couple of weeks you
have  become  aware  of
significant changes in one of
your (elderly) loved ones, but
aren’t sure whether you should
take action, or even how to
proceed, please contact us for a
chat. According to the
Alzheimers dementia map only
44% of dementia sufferers in
Hampshire are currently
diagnosed, which means over
half are undiagnosed, this must
change.

It is true that, as we get older, we
do slow a little, our memories
are no longer quite as sharp, but
it’s a fallacy that forgetfulness
and confusion are inevitable and
it could be a sign of an
underlying problem. There are
medical conditions other than
dementia which can cause
confusion and memory loss, and
these can be successfully treated.
If it is dementia, it’s true that
there is currently no cure, and
little in the way of effective
treatments, but there are many
ways in which the lives of
sufferers can be improved, and
that of their carers, with
increased understanding of the
condition.

There are also some terrible
consequences financially if the
correct measures are not put in
place in time to allow carers to
help with their loved one’s
affairs. If you are at all
concerned about someone’s
memory, please do contact us for

more information, we will be
pleased to help.

We are pleased to report that we
have had a successful grant
application for a small library in
the office from WCC Small
Grants Scheme.

If you have some free time,
particularly Tuesday afternoons,
and feel you would like to
volunteer with us, please let us
know. We are a lively group and
have lots of fun.

Are you creative, or have a hobby
that you could show and teach in a
simplistic way at just one of our
group meetings for two hours?
You need to have empathy for the
elderly and those with dementia.
We are hoping to provide a
variety of sessions for our
members that will help them
develop new skills and interests.

10" Jan Pub Lunch at The
Forge, Shedfield 12

noon

24" Jan Group Meeting at
the Paterson Centre

2pm

Pub Lunch at The
Forge, Shedfield 12
noon

14" Feb

28™ Feb Group Meeting at
the Paterson Centre

2pm

The Carers Centre for Memory
Concerns, at the Paterson Centre,
Church Road, Swanmore Mon &
Thurs 9 am - Ipm, Tel: 01489
895444 E-Mail meon-
valley(@btconnect.com



mailto:meon-valley@btconnect.com
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A Sure Start Children’s Centre

Buddens Road
Wickham
Fareham

PO17 5HU.
Tel:01329 834874

10 January 2012

I hope you all had a good holiday period
and enjoyed spending time with your
families. The celebrations in our centre
certainly went very well, with fantastic
parties across our area and really posi-
tive feedback from parents and carers.
Jiggy Wrigglers provided a fun and ac-
tive music session for our parties, and it
seemed the children used up lots of ener-
gy as the party food went down very
well afterwards.

A New Year has started and this often
comes with New Year resolutions, so if
you want to kick start a diet or have
promised to exercise more, our Buggy
Blast sessions on Wednesday mornings
are fantastic to start with. The session
runs in the grounds of Wickham Church
of England Primary School, begins at
11am and costs just £2. Buggy Blast also
run a session in Whiteley — look on the
Buggy Blast website for more details.

We have our monthly Dad’s Club on
14™ January, which is an ideal oppor-
tunity for Dads or male carers to spend
some quality time with their children.
We have the use of a large room and
have equipment suitable for all ages and
stages of children, and also have use of
an outdoor area.

Baby massage, baby yoga, Positive Par-
enting and Boogie Mites are ongoing
courses available from our centre. Please
contact us to find out more details or
book a place on a future course. I am
sure this first half term will fly by, so
please also call us to find out what is
being run during the half-term holiday,

to give children an opportunity to
play with friends.

For up to date details please ensure
we have your correct e-mail ad-
dress, look on our website or follow
us on Facebook.

Jo Alesbury

Acting Children’s
ordinator

Centre Co-

wildlife

MACEIEN Protecting wildlife. Inspiring people

ﬁ'p Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust

“Sometimes the management work
we do on our nature reserves looks
more like destruction than
conservation,” says Elliott Fairs,
Wildlife Trust Reserves Officer. “But
there’s always a good reason.”

o
Sundew by Laura Fairs

Throughout nature there are species
with  extremely complicated and
somewhat fussy needs that allow them
to thrive. Then there are those that
require bare ground: just nice, simple,
bare ground. It is the latter that the
Wildlife Trust has been helping recently
to ensure these species have their place
on our heaths.

Bare ground provides some wildlife
with an ideal opportunity for
colonisation. Seeds falling onto bare
soil have a much better chance of
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germinating than on grassy areas. The
bare mud or sand soaks up much more of
the sun’s heat than surrounding
vegetation, so provides excellent basking
points for insects and reptiles. ground
provides perfect hunting for insect-eating
birds, such as woodlarks.

Historically, bare areas of heathland
would have been created and maintained
by large grazing herds, which roamed
wild across the heathy landscapes
churning up the ground as they went.
More recently, bare ground was created
by humans, as commoners practised
turbary — the right to dig up heather turfs
to burn as a fuel. With turbary rarely
exercised these days and large roaming
herds a thing of the past, the wildlife that
evolved to live on these bare patches has
suffered a dramatic decline.

Grasses and scrub covered the bare
ground within just a few years and with
adequate grazing disappearing from
many of our heaths, the scrub has been
replaced with trees and the bare ground
has become birch woodland.

However, all is not lost. By identifying
an area known to have once been species
rich heathland, we know that there will
be dormant, yet viable, seeds from these
plants in that location. This means we
can quickly and cost-effectively create a
specialised and incredibly important
habitat, and then watch the species return
within a matter of months. We create this
bare ground, commonly called ‘scrapes’,
by using machinery to scrape back the
vegetation, leaf litter and the top few
inches of soil. The remaining exposed,
bare ground is full of dormant seeds,
deposited decades before, and has
abundant potential and promise.

Some of the species that are being helped
include Bog pimpernel, the insect-eating
sundew and marsh clubmoss. These
bare areas also offer a place where the
insects can burrow and lay their eggs.
Heath tiger beetles, the mottled bee-fly
are two examples.

For more information, please see the
Wildlife Trust’s website

www.hwt.org.uk


http://www.hwt.org.uk/
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Winter Wildlife Gardening

By Natalie Rogers, Hampshire & Isle
of Wight Wildlife Trust

TRUSTS

Winter can be a tough time for local
wildlife, especially with the extreme
cold and snow that we have experienced
in the past few years. There are some
simple steps that you can take to ensure
wildlife can thrive in your garden and
the good news is it means there’s less
tidying to do! The cuttings, fallen leaves
and trimmed branches can all provide
excellent habitats for local wildlife so
before you rake it all away, why not
create a sheltered corner for wildlife in
your garden this winter?

Protect the frogs and newts that visit
your pond.

Whilst most amphibians leave the pond
during the winter and find a terrestrial
hibernation site, some stay in the pond
and can survive the winter fully
submerged. If however, the surface is
allowed to freeze completely, there can
be a depletion of the oxygen in the water
and a build up of noxious gases. To
avoid this happening, place a ball on the
pond surface so that a hole is left in the
ice in the event of it freezing. If your
pond has already frozen over, place a
pan of hot water on the surface to gently
melt a hole in the ice.

Feed your local hedgehog.

Winter can be a difficult period for
mammals as there is less natural food
available. Some mammal species have
overcome this problem by hibernating
through the winter. You can help the
hedgehog by providing a suitable
hibernation site in your garden such as a
log pile covered in leaves in a shady,
quiet corner. Also, please remember to
check any bonfires for hedgehogs and
other wildlife before they are lit!

Encourage birds to nest and feed
in your garden.

Our gardens are extremely
important for birds, often providing
suitable nesting sites and food
throughout the winter months. The
first step to attracting birds to your
garden is to provide the three basic
resources: shelter, food and water.

Putting up a nest box is a simple
way of encouraging wildlife into
your garden. Hanging bird feeders
and providing bird seed and suet
balls is a common way to
encourage birds to your garden.
Plants such as spindle, fruit trees,
holly and bramble are good sources
for berries, clematis, sunflower and
teasel are good for seeds, and
buddleia, honeysuckle and herbs
will attract insects which the birds
will feed on.

For more details and many other
ideas, visit the Hampshire & Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust website at
www.hwt.org.uk or contact

Wildline@hwt.org.uk

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust events

February 2012

Thu 2

FA  Brickbats and Strawberries 10.30am.
Join reserve staff for a guided walk
around Swanwick Lakes and find out
more about the site’s history, heritage
and legendary characters. For further
details, please contact Dawn Preston or
Jess Daish-Miller on 01489 570240.
Suggested donation £3 per person.
Please wear outdoor clothing and
sturdy shoes or boots.

Tue 7

FA  Swanwick Toddlers — Oscar and the
Moth 10.30am—12noon or 1-2.30pm.
Oscar is a curious kitten who is full of
questions about light and dark.
Luckily, Moth can help him with the
answers. Come and join our session of
stories, games and crafts for pre-school
children at Swanwick Lakes Nature
Reserve. For further details, please
contact Dawn Preston or Jess Daish-
Miller on 01489 570240. Suggested
donation £3 per child. Please wear
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warm outdoor clothing and wellies.
Booking is essential as places are limited

Mon 13

FA  An Introduction to Moths 7.30pm. An
illustrated talk by Phil Budd on moths
and the use of moth traps. To be held in
Holy Trinity Church Hall, West Street,
Fareham PO16 OEL. Parking is available
in Western Road or Trinity Street car
parks. For further information please
contact Peter Adams on 01329 287653.
Suggested donation £2.

Thu 16

FA  Wild Camp 10am—2pm. Enjoy a day
outdoors at Swanwick Lakes Nature
Reserve learning some useful bushcraft
skills. Build a shelter, light a fire safely
and make something to take home. This
event is for families with children aged 6
and over. For further details, please
contact Dawn Preston or Jess Daish-
Miller on 01489 570240. Suggested
donation £6 per child. Please bring a
packed lunch, warm waterproof clothing
and sturdy shoes or boots. Booking is
essential as places are limited.

Mon 27

BW  Poisonous Plants 7.30pm. An
illustrated talk by Dr Rosemary
Hopewell on weeds, both garden and
agricultural — the law, their downside and
their uses through the ages. To be held
at Church Hall, Free Street, Bishops
Waltham. Parking is available at the
library next door. For further details,
please contact Jane Gentry on 01489
890961. Admission £2.50 including
refreshments, children free.

SUSTAINABILITY

CENTRE

Feb 2012

Sat 11th

Living Willow course

Tue 14th

Lantern Making For Children

Mon 20th - Tue 21st

Outdoor First Aid course

Sat 25th - Sun 26th

Shingle Making course

Mon 27th

Vegan Baking course

Tue 28th

Family Herbal

We have lots more events and cours-
es for adults and children throughout
the year, visit sustainability-
centre.org for more details.

Jonathan

Accommodation and Events Manager
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PART TIME JOB
OFFER

We plan to expand on the s
services and facilities that we
provide and want a person
who is enthusiastic and can
plan and manage projects as
well as help the existing team.
The right person will enjoy -
working with the public and The Time of Your Life
developing the work of the We invited residents to share
Centre. their early experiences and
Hours and pay negotiable. memories during and after the
war. We had some pictures of
old Wickham and people WICKHAM BEER FESTIVAL

brought their own memor- Saturday 14" April

| abilia. ‘Corporal' Jane Mc- www.wukhambeerfestnval.oo.uk/
Bride helped to set the mood e

and recordings were made for
posterity.

—w A fine Tea was provided by

" The Hub Café and the

g afternoon ended with a sing-
along with Jane

WICKHAM EASTER
FESTIVAL

. Easter weekend 5" — 8" April

’ www.eastfest.co.uk

The office team
Glenda and Jayne

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
Not too difficult to see that we
have been changing the face
of The Centre.

, Trevor Astbury has been busy
organising the planting of
garden areas. The lower

If you are interested, please
talk to Glenda at the Centre.

Get painting picture shows the sensory
Art Show starts 7™ May garden — full of smells and
— - feely plants. More beds are
being created in front of the

building.

Did you also notice the solar
panels on the roof? In this
winter weather they have
been generating about 9kw of
power a day.

s
Wickham Parish Council

Charity Commission Reg. No. 1090544 Supported by
Companies House Reg. No. 4329669 Hampshire County Council
VAT Reg. No, 787 4273 82
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THC UMNENZITY OF THE THIRD A0C

Meon Valley

Meon Valley U3A’s 2011-2012 pro-
gramme of twice monthly illustrated
talks on the theme “Here and There”
will continue through until April
2012 with the AGM on May Ist.
Meeting at Wickham Community
Centre, Mill Lane, at 2.00pm, the
next four dates (all Tuesdays) are:-

Feb 7 The South Downs
National Park by Barbara

Holyome and Nick Heasman of the
new National Park Authority

Feb 21 The Natural History
of Swanmore by Alan Green, local
enthusiast and speaker

March 6 Meon Valley Villages
— My Book by Peter Watkins, well
known local author

March 20 Secrets of

London by June Imber, former

London guide

In addition to the talks, various small
groups, whose members meet in each
others’ houses, usually monthly, are
also continuing. Current groups’ sub-
jects include: reading; poetry; art; art
appreciation, music appreciation;
geology; walking. A bridge group
has recently been started.

There is a small annual U3A mem-
bership subscription; new members,
and visitors, are welcome. Enquiries
to Secretary, Julia Field on 01489
891353.

HAMPSHIRE GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY

(FAMILY HISTORY)

The Waltham Chase branch of the
Hampshire Genealogical Society
(HGS) meets on the 4™ Tuesday of
each month at Waltham Chase Vil-
lage Hall from 7.30pm.

If you are interested in tracing your
family history and meeting like-
minded people, please do come
along to the Group, where you will
receive a warm welcome and help
with your research.

Future meetings are as follows;

28 Feb: Rev Tom Jones: 19 years in
Prison.

27 Mar: Members’ Evening: Skele-
tons in the Cupboard?

The Group is also very sad to report
the loss of their former Group Leader
Kath Stanley, who passed away sud-
denly on December 23™. She led the
group for many years and although
she had recently given up this role
she remained an active member, and
had put together our list of Speakers
for 2012. Her cheery and friendly
presence will be much missed at our
future meetings.

Chris can be contacted on 01489
895462 or at walthamchase@hgs-
online.org.uk for information about
the HGS and the Group meetings.

We look forward to seeing you.

Chris Pavey
Waltham Chase Group Organiser
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A NIGHT TO REMEMBER

The Rowans Hospice is delighted to
announce that the registration for
the fifth Moonlit Memories Walk
sponsored by Biscoes Solicitors of-
ficially opens at 12.30pm on Thurs-
day, 12 January. To celebrate the
fifth anniversary, a shorter 5-mile
route has been introduced along-
side the more challenging 12-mile
walk. Organisers are hoping to en-
courage more people to take part
in this memorable event and raise
money for The Rowans Hospice
which supports people with life-
limiting illnesses and their carers
and families living in Portsmouth
and South-East Hampshire.

The event has raised £1.25 million
towards Hospice care since it was
launched in 2008 and 8000 people
have taken part. With the fifth anni-
versary walk starting at 11pm on Sat-
urday 16 June from Castle Field,
Southsea, and both routes taking in
the spectacular sights of the Spinna-
ker Tower and HMS Victory illumi-
nated for the night, the atmosphere
on the walk is going to be electric.
Whether you choose the longer or
shorter route, it will still include a
visit to Portsmouth Cathedral for
those who wish to light a candle in
memory of someone who has died.

This year the walk will also be open
to teenagers if accompanied by an
adult. The decision to include anyone
aged 13 years and over has been sup-
ported by Hampshire Police.


mailto:walthamchase@hgs-online.org.uk
mailto:walthamchase@hgs-online.org.uk

A Tribute to former

Hampshire County
Councillor the late Clir
Freddie Allgood

Freddie was well known to us all as
our Hampshire County Councillor
for the Southern Parishes which
include Wickham, Knowle,
Denmead, Whiteley, Boarhunt and
Southwick from 2005 until his
recent death at the Rowans Hospice
on Nov 12" 2011 at the age of 78.

He really enjoyed being in
Wickham especially at the Parish
Assembly which he said was the
best one he attended from all his
parishes and he was a regular
attendee at Wickham Parish
Council meetings in his official
capacity- even in recent time when
he suffered from poorer health.

If he was unable to attend in person
he never failed to send in a written
report and it is to his credit that he
even sent in his last Wickham
Parish magazine article well before
the December deadline in the last
weeks of his life. He was a firm
supporter of local community

projects including grants for the
Community Centre in Wickham.

He was also a Winchester City
Councillor representing
Denmead for 28 years from 1982
to 2010 and Mayor of
Winchester 1989/90. During his
term of local authority work he
was a very active, capable and
leading  member  of  the
Conservative Group and served
as Chairman of Housing, Leader
of the Conservative Group,
Portfolio holder for Finance and
Resources and Chairman of the
Principal Scrutiny Committee.
Freddie loved his local council
work and threw himself into it
with  great  energy  and
commitment. He worked hard
for the Council and his political
group and also served as a
magistrate on the Portsmouth
bench.

Freddie was a man of principles
and stood up for what he thought
was right.

As a lover of theatre he was a
committed supporter of the
Theatre Royal in Winchester in
the late 1980s and early 1990s
and went against many of his
Conservative colleagues who
wanted to withdraw funding
from the then financially-
troubled venue. Luckily the City
and Hampshire Councils
continued to invest in the theatre
and it is now thriving

On the County Council he
served as Vice-Chairman this
year and would have been
expected to serve his last year in
his political career next year as
Chairman of the County
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Council. It is a great shame that he
did not live to fulfil this ambition.

We sat on opposite sides of the
council politically but we had a
good working relationship over
many years and shared a good
sense of humour outside the
Council Chamber. As former
Mayors of Winchester we both
worked together on any matters
relating to the mayoralty and for
many years Freddie was very
proud to be the ‘Father of the
House’ - the longest serving
councillor to have been mayor. He
really was the ultimate politician
and enjoyed every aspect of
political life from council work to
political campaigning which he
always carried out calmly and
with courtesy .

We send our condolences to his
wife Sheila who regularly drove
him to evening committee
meetings in later times and his two
daughters and nine grandchildren

Therese Evans,

WCC councillor for
Wickham



Calling all babies & toddlers

If you and your parent/carer like to make new friends
and have fun (and a cuppa!) ...

POPPING

Basy & TODDLER GROUP

In the Church Room, St. Nicholas Church

Wickham. THURSDAYS 9.30.to 11.30

Only £1 per family including refreshments
For more info, contact Lucy Goodman

07786 051221

Portsdewn Travel

(FORMERLY HOSPICE TRAVEL)
supporting

owans

s

Registered Charity Number 299731

KEFALONIA

15 - 22 May 2012

EIGHT DAYS - BY AIR

4* HOTEL ACCOMM@BOMBEM CRYST/
OVERLOOKINGXBERI PENINSUL/
RETURN COACHING TRANSFERS FR(

Fomore informationBmoking form please send a stampec
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LOCAL SUPPORT
GROUP 7

Thank you to everyone who so generously contributed
to the Street Collection in Wickham Square on Friday
23 December.

The collection raised £152.08 for The Rowans Hos-
pice.

Thank you to a |tHe Collectors too - your help was
very much appreciated.

Could anyone help us in any way during 2012? Maybe hold a
coffee morning/afternoon tea, or do you have a lovely garden to
open? Any suggestions would be welcome

to raise the much needed ongoing funds to provide free of charge
care for everyone living within the local communities. Please do
share any ideas with us

and contact your Local Support Group ( 023 9238 2433 / 023
92 370647/07940 805431,

or write to Orchard Cottage, 34 West Street, Southwick,
Hampshire, PO17 6EA

Thank you very much for your support.

HESme
StARE

Suppor rf Mn”n-r rrrrrr
or Families

Being a parent isn’t always easy...

Children don’t understand that you may be tired,
upset or feeling unwell.

Home-Start volunteers support families (who have a child under
the age of 5 years) living in the local area, visiting once a week for
a couple of hours offering friendship, practical support and a
listening ear.

If you have a few hours a week to spare and you have
parenting experience, give us a call to find out more.

Training is given.
Out of pocket expenses will be reimbursed.
This voluntary work is unpaid but is highly rewarding.

YOU can make a difference to someone’s life.
Home-Start is The UK’s Leading
Family Support Organisation

Wickham Community Centre
Mill Lane, Wickham, Hants PO17 5AL
01329 835936 and ask for Claire or Caroline
Email: organiser@homestart-meonvalley.org.uk
www.homestart-meonvalley.org.uk
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FEBRUARY 2012 CHURCH DIARY

Sun 5 THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
08:00 Holy Communion Isaiah 40.21-31
09:45 Family Service Mark 1.29-39

18:00 Choral Evensong

Tues7 NB 11:00 Holy Communion at Normandy Court

SAT 11 LAST DAY FOR COPY FOR MARCH MAGAZINE
Sun 12 THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
08:00 Holy Communion Colossians 1.15-20
09:45 Parish Communion John 1.1-14
Sun 19 THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
08:00 Holy Communion 2 Kings 2.1-12
09:45 Morning Worship Mark 9. 2-9
Wed 22 ASH WEDNESDAY

19:30 Joint Benefice Service at St John the Baptist
Fri 24th 12:30 Churches Together Lent Lunch in Church Room

Sun 26 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
08:00 Holy Communion Genesis 9.8-17
09:45 Parish Communion Mark 1.9-15
FROM THE REGISTERS
Holy Baptism
Thomas William Parsons 30"December 2011
William Pemberton 8™ January 2012
George Oliver 8™ January 2012

Rachel Edwards 8™ January 2012
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R.1.P.

Les Jones 92 years 7™ December 2011

Diana Wheatley 92 years 8" December 2011

Reginald Betts 86 years 12th December 2011

Mike Franklin 75 years 14™ December 2011

Jean Pratt 80 years 28" December 2011

Thirza Caunter 86 years 29" December 2011

Dorothy Freemantle 85 years 9™ January 2012

Constance“Anne” Gordon 94 years 20™ January 2012

CHURCH ROOM DIARY MARCH
FEBRUARY 2012 Tuesday 14th Friday 2nd.
(Lunch Club every Wed. 1200)  Brownies 4.45 St. Nic.’s Art Group 2.00
Friday 3rd. Wednesday 15th. Lent Lunch 12.30
St. Nic.’s Art Group 2.00 Engineers’ Assocn. 7.30 Twinning Assocn. 730
Saturday 4th. Friday 17th. Saturday 3rd.
Men’s Breakfast 8.00 St. Nic.’s Art Group 2.00 Men’s Breakfast 200
Dystonia Assocn. 2.00 Monday 20th
Monday 6th. Spinner/Weavers 11.00
Spinners/Weavers 11.00 Light Railway Assocn. 7.30
Tuesday 7th. Tuesday 21st.
Brownies 4.45 Brownies 4.45
History Soc. 7.45 Friday 24th.
Wednesday 8th. St. Nic.’s Art Group 2.00
Wive’s Group 7.30 Lent Lunch 12.30
Friday 10th. Monday 27th.
St. Nic.’s Art Group 2.00 Spinner/Weavers 11.00
Monday 13th. Circle Dancing 7.30
Spinners/Weavers 11.00 Tuesday 28th.
Circle Dancing 7.30 Brownies 4.45
Tuesday 14th
Brownies 4.45
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Stan Woodford

Local resident Stan Woodford had a
passion for photography and the
area in which he was born.

He lived in Wickham all his life and
aimed to form a continuous record
of the people and places around his

village.

Wickham Amateur
Photography Competition
2011

The Parish Council is keen to keep the
Annual Stan Woodford Photographic
Competition alive and to maintain the record
which Stan started. Recently, several people
have asked if there is a 2011 Competition so
we must assume that you were out there
during the year digitally (or otherwise)
capturing Wickham people, places and
events and are now keen to share the images
with us! You will remember that there are
three main categories in the Competition

Adult; 18 and under; 13 and under.

If you would like to enter the 2011
Competition or know anyone who you think
should enter please take or send entries to

Studio 6, The Square, Wickham or e-mail:
print@studio-6.co.uk.

The closing date for the 2011 Competition
is Wednesday, February 29",

This is also a wake up call for the 2012
Competition. There will be lots going on in
the Village this year, including the Queen's
Jubilee celebrations, the Olympics and new
tennis club activities on the Rec. in addition
to the many usual activities.

Michael Carter

COUNTING

Worst subject at school, his maths was a joke
He never quite got. Now white cells proliferate,
Incurably, with compound interest,

Someone else better at sums counts for him.
Works out the answer he’s no need to hear.

Quod est demonstrandum. Days are numbered.

Now knees are shot he has need of benches,
Planted on the front for commemoration,

Inviting narcissistic calculation.

The year, month, day of births and deaths of folks
Gone on ahead. He does the sums. Just years.

To keep it simple. His maths was never very
strong,

But, with his new obsession, is so improved

He’ll soon catch up with those gone on ahead.

Tony Johnson
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LETTER FROM GEORGE
HOLLINGBERY MP

I’ve always been told that anyone
who tries to make predictions in
politics is a fool.

Well I don’t really disagree as the
only thing I know for sure is that
anything I come up with will be
wrong somewhere. On the other
hand, why not? What’s there to lose?
First and sadly foremost, the crystal
ball sees no end to the Euro crisis in
2012. My view is that the only long-
term solution to the problem is
complete fiscal and political union of
whatever unit remains using the Euro
as its currency.

The inherent contradictions of the
current membership must mean that,
over time, certain members will fall
away, unable to agree to the
maintenance of the necessary
financial discipline or to convince
their electorates that complete loss of
sovereignty is a price worth paying.

This year should see some progress
along this path with the Franco-
German axis continuing to press for
ever closer union and at least one -
and probably more - countries
deciding it’s not for them. There will
though, be no complete resolution.

As for elections, I believe we will see
Obama, Sarkozy and Putin back in
charge of their respective countries.
The new man at North Korea's helm,
Kim Jong-un, will no doubt be
elected with 110% of the vote at
some stage!

In British politics, I expect all three
leaders of the major parties to be in
place at the end of the year. There is
likely to be a Government reshuffle,
though it will be relatively small in
scale.

Some of the 2010 intake (but not me)
should make it to Ministerial level. I
predicate places for Conservatives

Matt Hancock and Saj Javid and
for Liberal Democrat Duncan
Hames.

The Queen’s speech in late
spring will contain fewer Bills as
much of the heavy lifting was
done in the first session and
most Ministers now want to
concentrate on delivery. The
clear exception is the Lords
Reform Bill that will create a
great deal of heat and not much
light. I doubt we'll see it on the
Statute Book though.

Elsewhere I predict Kate to have
a baby girl she names Tallulah
Grape Windsor; the winner of
the X factor will be a talented
singer songwriter who had a
happy childhood and the Higgs
Boson will be discovered hiding
out in a cheap motel in Manaus,
Brazil.

Happy New Year everyone.

George Hollingbery MP
Meon Valley Constituency
House of Commons

London

SW1A OAA

T:0207 219 7109

Constituency  Office: 01962
734076

LETTERS TO THE

EDITOR

From: Patricia Matthews, 7 Glebe
Corner, Wickham.
Wickham can be proud of its new
Courts, with
lighting; I realize that much funding
came from the LTA.

Tennis complete

It’s a great pity that the Parish
Council did not feel the need to
support the local Scouts and Cubs in
their quest for a new Scout Hut

Mr and Mrs Samways give so much
time and energy to giving these
children moral guidance and a sense
of citizenship, as well as giving them
fun times.

I am ashamed of the Council’s
reluctance to help provide a site and
help with planning in this matter. Be
it on their own head if these future
teenagers finish up on the streets
wrecking parking meters and running
riot in the square. Why not invest in
the young people who will grow into
young adults. If I have got my facts
wrong would someone please tell

me!

RSE¢M

Meet, Singand Eat ............
Pancakes.

Led by David Burgess.
Shrove Tuesday 21% Feb 7pm
All Saints Church Botley.
£5 per person.

All music provided.

If you would like to join us please
contact David

db19jr@aol.com
by Monday 13" Feb
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From the Freemantle Family
North Finchley

London N12 8BL

Dear Editor

Re: Dorothy Freemantle

We would like to thank everyone in
Wickham who sent messages of
sympathy and/or attended Dorothy’s
funeral. It was much appreciated by
us all.

Yours sincerely

Malcolm, Ann, David and Wendie


mailto:db19jr@aol.com

HAVANT CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Saturday 11 February, 7.30pm

Ferneham Hall, Osborn Road, Fare-
ham, PO16 7DB

The Havant Orchestras’ first concert of
2012 at Ferneham Hall, Fareham on Sat-
urday 11 February at 7.30pm includes a
special World Premiere. The former
trombonist in Havant Symphony Orches-
tra and now international composer, Si-
mon Wills has composed a short work for
chamber orchestra so that Havant Cham-
ber Orchestra can wish its slightly older
‘sister’, Havant Symphony Orchestra
‘Happy 50th Birthday’. ‘WHACKO FOR
TRUFFALDINO ! It's lovely - I like it - it
appeals to my cheeky sense of not-having-
grown-up humour - surely reflecting both
of us !!” So there are no excruciating,
clashing harmonies, simply a very happy,
fun piece for everyone to enjoy.

The concert will open with a short work
by Delius, the Intermezzo from Fen-
nimore and Gerda and this will be fol-
lowed by the new work which is sub-titled
‘A Ballet for Chamber Orchestra’ alt-
hough the players will remain firmly seat-
ed!

Tickets, £7.00 - £18.00, with concessions
for students (50% reduction) and children
(tickets just £1.00) are on sale now at
Ferneham Hall Box Office, 01329 231942
and online at www.fernehamhall.co.uk.
Tickets are also available for the remain-
ing concerts this season — 24 March, 19
May and HSO’s 50th Anniversary concert
on 7 July.

You can see more news of the Orchestras
at:
www.havantorchestras.hampshire.org.uk .

Intermezzo — Fennimore and Gerda
Delius

Truffaldino, A Ballet for Chamber
Orchestra  Simon Wills (World
Premiere)

Horn Concerto No1 R Strauss

Symphony 3 in E flat Beethoven

Tickets £7.00 - £18.00 with conces-
sions from The Box Office, 01329
231942 and
www.fernehamhall.co.uk

BOTLEY CHORAL

SOCIETY’S SPRING

CONCERT

Established for over 90 years,

Botley Choral Society performs
concerts of very high standard

throughout South Hampshire,

attracting large and appreciative
audiences. Following the success
of its recent Christmas concert
when it performed Britten’s Cere-

presenting its Spring Concert, with

Bach’s Magnificat and Dvorak’s
Mass in D, at St John’s Church,
Lock’s Heath on Saturday 24™

March, then at All Saints Church,

Botley on Sunday 25™ March.

The choir, with nearly 100 members,
is one of the largest in the area and
aims to present high standard choral
works not just in its “home” Church
in Botley, but also in venues around
South Hampshire. Tickets and more
information on the concerts can be
obtained by ringing 01489 890007

or visiting the choir’s website:

mony of Carols, the choir will be

enquiries@botleychoral.co.uk
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Wickham Prize Crossword Solution
No.45 by Konrad
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By Balthasar

WiNn|oN|jJo|lgl—= |3
~N|O|BHIN|=|OjOh Wl
NO| =Wl NN

N|=OW]|o|ON|O] &

O |WjO|O NN || =

DN | O =B |NjW OO

“lWINjJO|D|OlE O N
(ol RO | {o0] B Bl K&V Haol B Hou)
AlO|OIO|N|—=2JOINW

="
L)

TEL.01329
833144

A small Department Store for a big village
Houseware, garden, DIY, pet
and gift sections.

The Square
WICKHAM

20



T H E

ouwans

H O & 2 I ' B
Registered Charity 299731

Gonecert i

featuring HAGO...

The Hampshire Guitar Orchestra

ey ®

“-  Four different sizes of guitar j P
TL “riotously good ensemble” Class:cal Guitar Magaz:

t——‘v-—\ ——— A

St Nicholas Church
Wickham Hampshire

Thursday March 15th 794 g

Tickets £8 in advance |
£10 on the door |
Includes refreshments .

Send SAE & cheque payable to The Rowans Hospice t0
Mrs D. Hemingway-Rice, Wilmots Bungalow, Mill Lane, Wickham, Hampshire, PO17 5AN

Mark your envelope HAGO

Do come along and support yourlocal Hospice - Book Early!
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Thanks
all your
support

for

At a time of great
economic uncertainty, and when many
people are facing financial hardship, it
has been fantastic to witness the
generous response of the Meon Valley
residents to our annual charity Christmas
collections. Father Christmas in his
sleigh clocked up many miles during
December, covering the villages from
east and west Meon in the north to
Wickham in the south, plus all the areas
in between.

Over a period of three weeks the Lions
amassed a record £4,887.40 in our
Christmas collection buckets, as well as
an amazing variety of foreign currency
including Euros, Pfennigs, Canadian
cents, US cents, Swiss cents, Pesetas,
new halfpennies, old halfpennies, a
farthing, and 29 old sixpences, including
four pre-1947! All this money will go
into the Meon Valley Lions charity
account for redistribution over the
coming year to people in need and local
causes in our area.

The way Lions operate means that every
single penny we collect from donations
like this, or profit from our fund-raising
events, is used to help others. Unlike
many other organisations, we use
absolutely NONE of the money for
salaries or administration. The Meon
Valley may be in one of the more
prosperous areas of the UK but that
doesn’t mean to say that poverty and
hardship don’t exist. Each month we
consider numerous requests from
individuals and groups in need of
support of financial help.

The mild winter weather has been a
blessing this year, making the Christmas
collections less of a “Scott of the
Antarctic” endurance test and swelling
the visitor numbers at a number of other
events we’ve been supporting. In the
Bere Forest, the Naomi House Hospice
Christmas  bauble  hunt attracted
hundreds of hungry people to our
Barbeque stall, helping us raise around

Pete burning Boxing Day bangers
at the Bowman

£700 for the Winchester based
children’s charity.

On Boxing Day, the annual
Hampshire Bowman BBQ also
proved as popular as ever with
walkers looking to blow away the
festive cobwebs. They were joined
by bikers and classic vehicle
owners dropping by following their
early morning rally in Wickham
square. Lion Pete Meadows’
renowned hot dogs and burgers
proved the ideal antidote to the
Christmas hangover and as a result
we raised over £100 for McMillan
Nurses, the Bowman’s favourite
charity. Thank you!

The New Year brings plenty of
work and many new activities for
the Lions — starting with the annual
Ford Motor Company, Sports and
Social club Sea Angling Fishing
festival on Weston Shore. Also,
plans are well underway for the
Swanmore Carnival and Fete which
this year is on Saturday July 14 —
pop the date in your diary now!
We’ve just launched our new
website at:
www.meonvalleylionsclub.org.uk.
Why don’t you check it out to see
just how we use the money you
give us and learn more about what
we do? There are also details of
our fun social programme. The
Meon Valley Lions Club meets
officially on the first Monday of
each month (excepting bank
holidays) at the Upland Park Hotel
in Droxford. If you'd like to come
along and meet us, please contact us
on 01489 894932.
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Fareham Meon Rotary 30™
Anniversary

Over 80 members and guests enjoyed
a special dinner on Wednesday 18™
January at Lysses Hotel to celebrate
30 Years of Fun, Fellowship and
Service.

During the 30 years the club has
rendered magnificent service to those
less fortunate both locally and
overseas. Over £350,000 has been
collected and spent with over half
used locally. Both Rowans and
Naomi House Hospices have been
high on the club’s list for help as was
the Rainbow centre. The Rotary
International campaign to eliminate
crippling Polio worldwide has also
been strongly supported with
donations. The club has very strong
ties with Madras club in India where
two vocational homes for poor boys
are supported. One even bears the
name of Farecham Meon alongside
that of the local club.

President Graham Lawrence presided
and introduced the speaker Past
England and Warwickshire cricketer
Dennis Amiss M.B.E. Dennis spent
26 years in the first class game
having started with Warwickshire at
the tender age of 17. After retiring as
a player he spent many years as an
England selector and administrator.
He held several records as a player
and entertained the diners with
behind the scene stories about the
many famous players he played with
and against.

At the close of the evening guests
were presented with an illustrated
account of the past enjoyable 30
years.
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Wickham
Community Land

Trust- Affordable
Homes for those with
local connections

The jigsaw pieces seem to be
slowly falling into place for the
Land Trust to obtain homes on the
Mill Lane site so, working on the
basis of a positive outcome, we
have advertised the homes locally
and through Homes in Hants and
invite those seeking affordable
housing in Wickham to apply to
us.

The building work should be
complete by 31 March 2012 and

our negotiations of final terms are
still geared to obtaining eight
homes at that date. We are
certainly receiving invaluable
support from Parity Trust, our
development partner HydeMartlet,
Winchester City Council, and
others to achieve this aim.

We hope to make available the
following homes:

2 one bedroom flats
5 two bedroom houses

1 three bedroom house.

We hope to offer these for
intermediate rent at 80% of open
market level rates or for sale
through shared ownership. Shared
ownership would apply to four of
the two bedroom houses at 50% of
the equity.

If you would like to find out more
please visit our website:

www.wickhamelt.org.uk

Advance notice!
Christian Aid Walk

or telephone 01329 834335.

Our selection criteria can be .
found in our Allocations Policy | This year the annual deanery

on the website and Application Christian Aid sponsored
Forms — can be also be walks will be held on the
downloaded from there.

Otherwise, if you would like a |afternoon of Sunday 13 May,
form sent to you please e-mail starting from Soberton.

your request to

Please put the date in your
contact@wickhamclt.org.uk or diary now!

phone us on 01329 834335.

See also the article on page 30,
announcing a meeting at the
Community Centre on Feb. 2nd.

when details of all the houses
being developed will be available.

Birchall & Haydock

Your Local Pharmacy

* Free Prescription
Collection Service

¢ Private Consultation
Room

« Travel and Lifestyle

Advice
¢ Medicines Use
Reviews

0 ' * New Medicines
T'he Square, Wickham Service
01329 832115

i ~» Emergency
" b Ask Your Pharmacist Contraception

Our new opening hours as of Monday 6th February 2012 will be
9am to 6pm (Monday to Friday), and 9am to 3pm on the Satur-
day. We will be opening over lunch each day from this time as
historically we have always been closed for the lunch hour. It
should make us more accessible to those who shop in Wickham
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ANNUAL CRUISE IN SUPPORT
OF YOUR LOCAL HOSPICE

IN P&O 'AURORA'

to the

MEDITERRANEAN
departing 26 September 2012

14 Nights from Southampton
Visiting Oporto, Portugal; Barcelona,Spain;
Marseilles, France; Calvi, Corsica;

Rome (from Civitavecchia), ltaly;

Alicante, Spain; Gibraltar returning to Southampton.

Information and Booking form available by sending a stamped
seif addressed 9" x 4" envelope to: Portsdown Travel (Cruise 2012)
Orchard Cottage, 34 West Street, Southwick, Hampshire, PO17 6EA

® 0239238 2433 /01329 232915/ 07940 805431
Or E-mail: postsdown travel@@hotmail co.uk

Open Sight, as the D
principal  charitable @
organisation working s
with people with o

sight loss, provides a ©PEN SIGHT

Wid§ range of "Working
services to  help

people to adapt and manage their lives which have been
altered due to sight problems, including information,
advice and guidance on equipment, benefits and daily
living.

In addition, Open Sight has a network of social groups
across the County offering people the chance to meet
new friends and to share experiences.

We will be opening a new group to cover Wickham and
the surrounding area, so are inviting all sight impaired
residents (and their partners) to come along to the first
meeting to find out more. We would also like to
welcome anyone who would be interested in becoming a
volunteer helper or driver.

The meeting is being held in the Houghton Room at
Wickham Community Centre on Friday 10™ February
from 2.00 — 4.00pm.

For more details, please call Terry Smith on 023 8064
6377.

with Sight Loss”

HAVANT CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

Here are the details of Havant Chamber Orchestra's next

concert on 11 February.

Simon Wills, the composer of the new work attended
Barton Peveril School / 6th Form College in Eastleigh
and Richard Steggall, the soloist has a wide range of
family and friends in Petersfield so if you would like
additional details about either - or the history of our two
Orchestras, please give me a call on 023 9248 3228 or
send a message to sandra.craddock@ntlworld.com. Re-

gards

Sandra Craddock
Administrator, The Havant Orchestras
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HESme
StARE

‘~uppc rt and friendship
for Families

Being a parent isn’t always easy...

Children don’t understand that you may be tired,
upset or feeling unwell.

Home-Start volunteers support families (who have a child under
the age of 5 years) living in the local area, visiting once a week for
a couple of hours offering friendship, practical support and a
listening ear.

If you have a few hours a week to spare and you have
parenting experience, give us a call to find out more.

Training is given.
Out of pocket expenses will be reimbursed.
This voluntary work is unpaid but is highly rewarding.

YOU can make a difference to someone’s life.
Home-Start is The UK’s Leading
Family Support Organisation

Wickham Community Centre
Mill Lane, Wickham, Hants PO17 5AL
01329 835936 and ask for Claire or Caroline
Email: organiser@homestart-meonvalley.org.uk
www.homestart-meonvalley.org.uk
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WICKHAM YOUTH CLUB

In addition to the very popular Thursday evening sessions for younger members, Wickham Youth
Club is starting Friday 'drop-in' evenings, starting from February 3rd. for 15 to 18 year olds.

All the Youth Club facilities - music room, pool table, snack bar, and a warm welcoming venue are
waiting for you between 7.00 and 10.00 pm in

The Portakabin, behind the Community Centre ~ Mill Lane Wickham'

Friday evenings - Entrance only 50p'

CURDRIDGE AMATEUR DRAMA GROUP

Spring Production

A Letter from the General
by Maurice McLoughlin

Reading Rooms
Curdridge

Tues 27" March | Sat 31* March
7.45pm

This very different and gripping production packs a powerful punch with its tension and emotion and re-

veals the extensive talent and flexibility of the Group. The action of the play is set in a Mission Station for
orphaned children in an Eastern Country during the year 1950. A new Communist government has taken

over and there has been persecution of Nuns and Priests throughout the province. The Mission has been
cut off from the local village.

To find out what happens next book your tickets by calling
the Box Office on 01489 788370
from 20" February

Tickets £7
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WICKHAM WIVES

A Trip to Iran

When one of our members, Pat
Matthews, offered to give us a talk on
her visit to Iran, one immediately
associated the country with all the
their
It is easy to forget that

controversy  over nuclear
development.
it is a beautiful country with an
with wonderful

artefacts and buildings.

incredible history,

Pat has always been interested in the
Middle East and after a visit to the
British Museum the opportunity to
visit the country was irresistible. Her
sister was due to join her but first they
had to obtain visas, issued personally
by the Iranian embassy in London; and
they had to be issued 6 weeks prior to
departure.

On April 27th 2010 Pat joined a queue
only to be told as it neared her turn
that the 45 visas for that day had been
granted and to come back tomorrow.
In order to be sure of getting in the
queue early Pat found local B&B
accommodation and arrived at 7.20 am
only to find she was no. 42 in the
They were in time and the
visas were duly issued with details of

queue.

all that was required in order to enter
Iran, importantly that they were to be
covered from head to toe while in
public places.

They flew to Iran and their tour began
with visits to 3 museums, specialising
in carpet making, artefacts and glass.
Pat’s talk was illustrated with pictures
of pottery, monuments and shrines
many dating back to 2 or 3 thousand
years BC.

Buildings magnificently covered in
beautifully colourd mosaics inside and
out - some were covered with mirrors.

The carpet museum illustrated the
progression of this famous craft and
how the carpets are priced by the

number of stitches per square inch.
Along with their education children
are taught carpet making so that
they have a trade when they leave
school if unable to find other work.

From Tehran they flew south to
Esfahan. This
magnificent Square, Imam Square.

city has a

The centrepiece is a large lake with
fountains surrounded by a wide
pedestrian area where families
gather for evening picnics. At
night the Square is lit up and the

mosques and minarettes flood-lit.

Esfahan with a full moon was a
never to be forgotten experience!

When local people or students
discovered they were English they
were very keen to try their English
conversation. Pat visited other areas
by coach along the ‘silk road’ a
day’s they
underground houses where elderly

journey; visited

men were weaving camel hair mats.

What was noticeable was that men
were dominant, they do not have to
‘cover up’; in the buses men sit in
the front and women at the back.

left with the
impression that people were happy

Overall Pat was

and families very supportive of all
generations. Thank you to Pat and
fellow member Jenny Steele for
helping with the
presentation.

Powerpoint

Our next meeting will be on
February 8th. at 7.30 in the Church
Room. The title ‘Say it once’ will
be a talk on creating a ‘personal
profile’ to be kept by each adult
(more than one copy if nec.) so that
in an emergency all personal details
are recorded saving time for any
services required.

Many thanks
Margaret Gwynn
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Wickham Wives Christmas Party 2011

And Joyce Cleife’s 90th. Birthday party!

Botley Choral Society’s
Spring Concert on 24" and 25™
March at St John’s Church, Lock’s
Heath SO31 6LW and All Saints’
Church, Botley SO30 2EA.

We are singing Dvorak’s Mass in
D and Bach’s Magnificat. Tickets
£12 and £10, children under 16
free. Tel 01489 890007 or enquir-
ies @botleychoral.co.uk




THE ROYAL
_ BRITISH

" LEGION-
WICKHAM
BRANCH

To round off 2011 the branch held its
Annual Christmas Dinner and Draw
at the Farecham Masonic Hall. The
attendance was slightly down on pre-
vious years, but those that attended
enjoyed fine Christmas fare and a
well supported Draw which is the
main fundraising event for Branch
Charity Funds. A record number of
tickets had been sold over quite a

2012 has been marred by the sud-
den death of one of our steadfast
members, Mrs Dorothy Freemantle.
Dorothy was very active in her life
before infirmity placed a limit on
her physical activities, but she con-
tinued as a member of Wickham
Branch as well as a member of
Bishop’s Waltham Branch, Ladies
Section. She replaced her inability
to provide an active roll to that of
generous donations to the RBL
Charities. Her funeral was well at-
tended with the added esteem of the
standard of the Bishop’s Waltham
Branch Ladies Section as well as
our own standard. We all wish her
family contentment living with her

wide area, so likewise the prizes were
well distributed. The Branch extends
its grateful thanks to all who support-
ed the branch’s efforts in this worthy
cause.

memory.

Burns Night will be celebrated by
the members with a traditional sup-

per in the Wickham Community
Centre. It will be the first of the
branch’s social events that will be
held in the Community Centre for
2012. For these events to take place
we thank the management of the
Centre for their cooperation and
kindness.

By the way, did you know?

In collaboration with Citizens Ad-
vice and RAF Benevolent Fund, we
are funding 29 local Benefits and
Workers Advice workers based in
CAB’s across England and Wales —
putting more than £3.5 million back
into people’s pockets.

Mick Kerley,

Breabach command the stage with
flare, charisma and a sound that is
as expansive as it is distinct. Pow-
ered by double bagpipes, flute and
fiddle, this uncompromising force is
further fuelled by the tight groove
of double bass, guitar and step-
dance.

Their enviable musicianship and
adaptability is elegantly displayed
through the thoughtful arrangement
and delivery of songs. A repertoire

FOREST FOLK IN that effortlessly fuses the traditional
and contemporary underlines their
FEBRUARY 2012 commitment and passion for their

musical heritage but also displays a
willingness to explore and chal-

On Monday 20 February 2012, :
lenge boundaries.

Breabach will be appearing at Forest

Recent line up changes have given
the band a new edge, energy and
focus, and with increasing populari-
ty and fast growing international
recognition it is little wonder
Breabach received nominations for
‘Best Group’ at both the 2011 BBC
Radio 2 Folk Awards and the Scots
Trad Music Awards simultaneous-

Folk, North Boarhunt, starting 8 pm.
Tickets cost £12 each, tel 01329
833625, 023 9226 4288 or email in-
fo@forestfolk.co.uk.

One of the most celebrated and success- 1
ful Scottish folk bands of recent times, Y.

27

Dynamic, fun, and extremely talent-
ed, Breabach have found yet another
gear and continue on their trajectory
to the very top of the trad and roots
music scene.

“...stirring tunes and top notch
songs... there will be few who can sit
still when listening to these brilliant
tunes, brilliantly played.” (Debbie
Koritsas, Living Tradition)

The new line up - Calum MacCrim-
mon, Megan Henderson, Ewan Rob-
ertson, James Duncan Mackenzie &
James Lindsay - www.breabach.com

For tickets, further information and
details of our singarounds and guest
nights, please ring 01329 833625,
023 9226 4288, or just email in-
fo@forestfolk.co.uk and join our
emailing list, and we will keep you
regularly updated with all our news
and events.

Charles Gale
Forest Folk


mailto:info@forestfolk.co.uk
mailto:info@forestfolk.co.uk

¥ WICKHAM

SCOUT
GROUP
Belated Happy New Year to all the
Parish Magazine readers.

A couple of items missed from the last
publication:

Thank you to everyone who came to
our annual Bonfire and Firework
display. It was the perfect night for
the event. Many thanks to Heming
and Co for their kind donation of glow
braclets. I hope everyone enjoyed

the evening.

Scouts Christmas Post. We delivered
over 300 cards in and around the
village, gaining us another £60 for our
funds. A very BIG THANK YOU
must go to Tony, Paul and the Staff of
Pages Newsagent for organising the
box again for wus.

post once

Did you see the Doctors surgery deco-
rated for Christmas? I'm proud to
say the Cubs made the decorations.
They had great fun making, decorat-
ing and glittering the candles. It’s sad
to think this was the last year in
this surgery but hopefully we will be
able to continue in the new building.

At short notice 3 Beavers (Abbie,lIssac
and Jay) were asked to go along
to Lyons Copse for a Beaver Sculp-
ture unveiling by the assistant County
Commissioner Teressa Ginn who had
commissioned the sculpture to
comemorate the Beavers 25th Birth-
day. What an honour!! Our Beavers
and two others were asked to help the
County Commissioner Adam Jollens
with the unveiling. The sculpture is a

huge piece of oak made to look

like a Beaver lodge, with several
Beavers and a couple of seats so
anyone can sit and watch the world
go Dby!!! It's fantastic.
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers have just
restarted after the festive break with
evenings full of games and lots of
party food.

What great news the Duchess of
Cambridge has joined the Scouting
movement. Our best wishes go to
her in her new venture( I hope she
has as much fun and enjoyment as I
do).

If you have a son/daughter aged
from 6-14 years who would like to
join our happy family of Scouting
please telephone the number below.

Chris Samways..Cub/Beaver Scout
Leader 01329 832739

WICKHAM HISTORY
SOCIETY

In December we had a most enter-
taining bicentenary talk on Charles
Dickens by Brian Barrett, covering
the author’s life in Portsmouth and
London, his spectacular growth in
popularity, and his domestic and
health problems. Followed by our
annual Christmas social gathering
with mulled wine and nibbles.

At our next meeting, on February
7th., Margaret Edgworth will talk
to us about the Portsmouth Work-
house. Meetings in March and
April will cover the local Titanic
Story: and The Growth of Wickham
in the post-war decade

BM
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WICKHAM TWINNING

Une nouvelle année commence and
we are already busy organising our
forthcoming events. The first of the-
se will be an experiment for us, as we
are combining the AGM with our
ever-popular Quiz Night. AGMs are
important events, but we recognise
are not to everyone’s interest. How-
ever, we are sure that Eric Bright’s
thought-provoking questions  will
more than compensate for a few
minutes spend on vital administra-
tion. The date for your diaries is Fri-
day March 2nd. at 7.00pm —in the
Church Room. Be sure to order your
tickets in good time from Di Heming-
way-Rice (01329 835463). This is

always a sell-out evening.

This is also our year to visit Villers
and the Committee will be liaising
with our French friends to put togeth-
er another excellent week-end enjoy-
ing superb French food and culture.
Dates will be announced shortly.

Wickham Twinning

THURSDAY CLUB

Angela Robinson reminds us, further
to her talk to the Thursday Club in
November about her visit to Egypt,
that the Egyptian economy is very
dependent on the tourist industry —
the days when the population (now
80 million) divided its time between
farming and building the pyramids
and temples were about 3000 years
ago. Angela recommends a similar
trip to others —it was interesting and
exciting — do not be put off by the
political situation, which is becoming

calmer.



Wickham Cricket Club

Whilst this is traditionally a quiet time of year for the club, there is still work
going on behind the scenes: getting the fixtures programme together for 2012,
as well as attendance at various league meetings, registration forms to complete
and orders for league handbooks and match balls for the coming season to place.

Indoor net practice has been arranged, to help get everyone in good shape for the new season.
Details are as follows:

. Tuesday 14 February 2012 (lane 2)
Tuesday 28 February 2012 (lane 5)
Tuesday 6 March 2012 (lane 2)
Tuesday 13 March 2012 (lane 2)
Tuesday 20 March 2012 (lane 2)
Tuesday 27 March 2012 (lane 2)
Tuesday 03 April 2012 (lane 2)
Tuesday 10 April 2012 (lane 2)
Tuesday 17 April 2012 (lane 2)

All sessions are from 8.00pm — 9.00pm, at the Rose Bowl, Southampton.

The first Hampshire League fixture, in (Regional Division 1 South) is on 5™ May at home to
Verwood. We are still awaiting details of the Wild’s 20/20 Evening League fixtures but are
hopeful that the league will continue.

And finally, a report from the retiring captain of the indoor team, Gary Callaghan:

The new year has brought a change of captain for the indoor team. Whilst | have enjoyed
every minute of being captain, my work commitments have left me little time to spend running
the indoor team, so the new captain, Rich Bailey, assumed his position at the helm for the
match against Locks Heath and guided us to our best batting score of the season, with 136/2.
We then set about our task of defending the score and in the end, a comfortable win was
achieved with Locks Heath only getting to 96/5. It was a decent bowling effort by the team

2nd Oct 11 | Portsmouth Priory | Lost by 3 wickets too and I had to pull out my
16th Oct 11 | Bedhampton Won by 49 runs ?Oesttr)]:l%l:’]:jesggr Ezetﬁgaf:;th;J;:
6th Nov 11 Xlith Men Won by 14 runs the next match! So it is warm
27th Nov 11 | Portsmouth Lost by 6 wickets congratulations to the new
8th Jan 12 Locks Heath Won by 40 runs captain and it will be
29th Jan 12 Portchester interesting to see if the team
12th Feb 12 | Bedhampton remains the same for the next

26th Feb 12 PuUrbrook match, with the imminent

return of Lord Robert of

11th Mar 12 | Emsworth Higginstown.

We are always pleased to be able to welcome new members, of all playing abilities. If you
would like to join the club, either as a player, umpire or scorer, please give Malc Burt a call
on 01329 834398.

Lesley Wilde
Secretary
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New houses at Mill
Lane, Wickham will be
finished in March 2012

The affordable housing being built
next to the Community Centre on

Mill Lane, Wickham is nearly
finished and will soon be advertised
for let. The homes will only be
available to people who have a
strong local connection to
Wickham parish, for example they
live in Wickham, work in Wickham
or previously lived in Wickham and
still have family there.

If you are interested in the
affordable homes being built in the
village and would like to find out if
you might be eligible for one of the
new homes, please come to the
Community Centre on Thursday 2
February 2012, between 2.00pm
and 7.00pm.

Staff from Winchester City Council
and Hyde Housing Association will
be there to answer any questions you
may have about how to bid for a
property using Hampshire Home
Choice the choice based lettings
system used by the council. Plans of
the homes, rents etc will all be
available to look at.

The 12 homes for rent, will be made
up of:-

2 x 1 bedroom flats
2 x 2 bedroom flats

4 x 2 bedroom houses

4 x 3 bedroom houses

Successful applicants must have a
strong local  connection to
Wickham and be in housing need.
To be eligible to bid for a home
you must be registered with
Hampshire Home Choice. If you
make a bid you will need to
provide written and documentary
proof of your local connection.

The event on 2 February 2012 is
being held to ensure that local
people know about the new
affordable homes being built and
know how to bid for a property.

In addition to the rented homes
which will be owned and managed
by Hyde Housing Association,
there are 8 homes which will be
rented at intermediate rents or sold
as shared ownership homes by
Wickham Community Land Trust.
These will be made up of:

2 x 1 bedroom flat
5 x 2 bedroom houses

1 x 3 bedroom house

Plans of these homes will also be
available to look at.

We look forward to seeing you
on Thursday 2 February 2012 at
the Community Centre,
Wickham.

Nicki Oliver

Clerk to Wickham Parish Council
tel 01329 835019
www.wickham.parish.hants.gov.uk
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Lord Selborne to talk on
‘Our Crowded Planet —

What must give?’

The Earl of Selborne will give an
evening lecture entitled ‘Our Crowded
Planet — what must give?’ in aid of the
Campaign to Protect Rural England. The
talk will be given in Lord Selborne’s role
as chairman of the partnership board of
Living With Environmental Change
(LWEC). Lord Selborne is a well-known
Hampshire resident and chairman of the
Blackmoor Estate. He is recognised for
his life-long contributions to the local
community, the fruit industry and
agriculture as a whole. The evening will
begin at 6.45pm on Wednesday, 21%
March at Itchen Abbas village hall,
Itchen Abbas, near Winchester, SO21
1BQ.

Lord Selborne will discuss how all of
us — whether government, industry,
academics or householders — can find

a way to continue economic growth,
while using less of the planet’s
resources.

The world’s population is now seven
billion and increasing annually by 70
million. More than half of the world’s
population live in towns and cities.
and much of the world’s population
enjoys a higher standard of living.
However there have been
consequences such as declining fish
stocks, climate change, pollution of
soil, air and water, and a high rate of
species extinction This interesting and
important evening talk is open to all
and tickets are priced at £15 per
person, to include wine, canapés and
refreshments.

Anthony McEwen, director of CPRE
Hampshire said: “Our charity’s
mission may be summarised as
standing up for the county’s
countryside. As such we are
committed to thriving communities
and responsible rural businesses; it is
important to understand the options
available To book tickets for the
lecture please telephone Becky

French on 01962 779185 or email
becky.french@cprehampshire.org.uk.


http://www.wickham.parish.hants.gov.uk
mailto:becky.french@cprehampshire.org.uk

WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL

Winchester City Council’s Core
Strategy has been agreed for
consultation for ‘soundness’ after a
marathon ~ December  evening
Council session of nearly 8 hours
finishing in the early hours.
Knowle will not take any additional
housing unless it is in the current
village boundary.

The WCC land next to the proposed
Fareham SDA has been agreed to be
kept as open countryside without
any built structures and will be
considered as part of the SDA at the
planning stage  with legal
agreements to protect the land for
ever.

Wickham is designated to receive
100-250 houses but Therese and
Angela proposed an amendment to
reduce Wickham’s growth to a
maximum of 100 houses because of
the likely additional burden on the
village of the proposed 7,500
houses in North Fareham’s SDA.

This was sadly voted down by the
administration  councillors  so
Wickham stays at 100-250 extra
houses.

Councillor surgeries:

Knowle Village Hall

7-8pm Tuesday 28™ February
Wickham Community Centre
7-8pmTuesday 20™ March

No appointment needed just come
along

Hampshire County Council By
-Election

Following the recent death of
Freddie Allgood two electors
have called a by-election for
Thursday February 9" - Polling
cards should be with you (and no
doubt many other pieces of
literature about the candidates!).

New food hygiene rating
scheme Winchester City
Council, together with a number
of other Hampshire authorities
has launched the national food
hygiene rating scheme. A rating
from 0 (standards not good and
urgent improvements required)
to 5 (very good ) is given to
places where the public eat out
or shop, for example,
restaurants, takeaways, cafes,
sandwich shops, pubs and
supermarkets.

Ratings are also given to places
where the general public do not
typically eat but where food is
provided, for example, nursing
homes, hospitals and schools
You can check any
establishment’s rating and the
criteria used by checking the
relevant local authority website
egwww.winchester.gov.uk

New Appointment for Therese

After a rigorous selection
process Therese has been
appointed as one of the local
authority Members on the South
East Regional Arts Council.
representing all local authorities
across the South East. Arts
Council England is the national
development body for the arts
and in the South East will fund
66 National Portfolio
Organisations between 2012 and
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2015, plus support individual
projects across England via Grants
for the Arts.

The organisation is one of the
funders of the Cultural Olympiad
and since 2011 they have also
held a developmental role with
libraries and a funding role for
museums. Therese has just
finished 6 years as an elected
member of Tourism South East
Board of Directors and is
delighted to have this new role.

Happy New Year!!

Therese Evans
Tel: 832700

3, Copper wood
Holt Close
Wickham

PO17 5EY
Email: tevans@winchester.gov.uk

Angela Clear
Tel: 832923

14, Manor Close
Wickham

PO17 5Bz
Email: aclear@winchester.gov.uk
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Christmas light switch on — a thank
you

Thank you to Wickham Fire Station for
providing Father Christmas with
transport, Trevor Astbury for taking on the
Santa role, Chris Hoare for putting up and
taking down the lights and everyone who
helped put up and take down the
Christmas tree. Much appreciated.

Celebrate community life in
Wickham and Knowle

Annual Parish Assembly 6.30pm
Thursday 22nd March 2012
Wickham Community Centre.

All residents, businesses and local
organisations are invited to attend and
to set up a display or make a
presentation of their work if wished.
Local councillors will be available to
address any local conce rns. There will
be a buffet, wine and soft drinks.

The evening is a great opportunity to
celebrate community life and Citize n of
the Year awards will also be made.

Nominations are welcome for these
awards which are for people working or
volunteering in the Wickham and

Knowle communities.

Categories:

Citizen of the Year

Good Neighbour

Young Citizen of the Y ear
Customer service community
award, for a local business
making significant contribution
to the community

e Lifetime achievement award for
service to the community

Offers of award sponsorship from local
businesses would be welcome.

Nomination s for the awards to be made
to the Parish Council by  1st March
2012 .

Free Tennis Taster Sessions

O

To celebrate the Olympics all residents
are offered the opportunity of five free
tennis lessons on the new courts.

First come first served, contact the Clerk
to book. (aged 7 and over)

All equipment supplied, just need to wear
clean trainers!

Wickham Community Tennis Club
welcomes new members see the website
for more information

www.wickhamtennisclub.hampshire.org.uk

is for everyone!

Parish Council Meetings
Held at Wickham Centre, all welcome to
attend.
Committees 7pm Wednesday 1%
February
Full Council
7.15pm Monday 27" February

Shedfield, Southampton SO32 2JE
Tel 01329 835019 QUALITY
clerk.wickham@parish.hants.gov.uk it
www.wickham.parish.hants.gov.uk

Nicki Oliver Parish Clerk
Heatherdene, Turkey Island,




